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'j'liis “ Ci-osLT IVIantal” }jas a twofold 
]>eculiarity. It is addressed oxelusively to 
Feioales ; because tlie*Autbor believes tliat 
general appeals on tlie •subject of Sin and 
Holiness are not well adapted to the con¬ 
science of the sex, nor so faithful as they 
seem. Its style, too, is occasionally peculiar ; 
because he -thinks that Paraulc and Alle- 
ooitY are legitimate weapons in the defence 
of tlie Gospel.” He has, tlierefore, attempted 
to give Oriental forms to old truths, whenever 
he found it difficult to say, in ordinary lan¬ 
guage, all that he wished to suggest to the 
fen.\*^e mind. He has also given that promi¬ 
nence to “ the beauty yf holiness,” which it 
has iti Scripture, in common with the nature 
and necessity of holiness. This pl^n and 
j)urpose will be adhered to in thc^ succeeding* 
volumes of The Lady’s Ceoset Libiv-vky. 

The Autlibr’s appeal il to the Mothers and 
Daughters in British “ Isnuel : ” they must be 
b#th hA» patrons »nd judges, if this well-meant 
experifhent succeed. 
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OR, 

THE BEAUTY OF FEMALE HOLINESS. 

No. I. 

A mother’s hinderances duly weighed. 

It is worthy of special observation, that, whilst 
the earliest prophecies concerning the Church 
of Christ on earth foretell, chiefly, the numbers 
of his disciples, the la‘ter prophecies abound in 
descriptions of their spiritual and* moral cha¬ 
racter. THhs, when GoW pointed Abraham to 
the st^rs of heagen and th^ sands on the sea 
shore,* as emblems of the Saviour’s offspring, 
iitJ was only Uieir inhumerallle multitude,” 
and not their beautv or Duritv. tHht was ap- 
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pealed to : but when God ])ointed David to tho 
“ dew’-drops of the morning,” as an emblem of 
the offspring of Christ, he left their numbers to 
he inferred, and confined the attention of David 
to ‘‘ the beauty” of their “ holiness.” Psalm cx. 
The reason for this diflcrence in the revelation 
of the same fact is obvious; the day of Christ 
had just been shown to David as a “ day of 
power,” which should make people “willing” 
to follow Christ, and as a period of gracious 
and unchangeable priesthood, which should 
encourage them to follow holiness ; ..wjfeereas 
neither of these facts was fully disclosed to 
Abraham, when he saw the day of Christ afar 
off. What was shown to him was, chiefly', the 
certainty of that day, and not the' glory of it: 
and therefore its results wepe given in num¬ 
bers, not in characteristics. 

Tl lis illu.stratihn^will apply ta- the propliec;es 
at large. ‘ .Just in proportion as thep unveil 
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tiie glory and grace of the Saviour to the 
Church, they exhibit or enforce the necessity 
vnd beauty of holiness. The clearer ffghts 
they shed ujjon’the mediatorial way of accept¬ 
ance with Cod, the stronger lights they pour 
upon the “ narrow way which leadeth to ever¬ 
lasting life.” 

This is an interesting fact. It leads ns to 
look back uj)on the first disciples of Christ, 
who followed him in this “ regeneration of 
life,” to notice how far they justified the pro¬ 
phecies,-which thus “ went before,” concerning 
the ^reauty of their haliness. Did his first 
offspring, “ the dew of his youth,", resem¬ 
ble the dew of the morning ft) character 
and spirit ' Was he at all glorified in his 
stynts then, as well as admired by them ?” 
Now, so,far as moral character is .one of the 
CiJBential Ijeautfes of liolin^s,*l)i£*first disciples 
wer.i, if) general, eminently holy. * Wha|evei 
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they may have been before they left all and 
followed Christ, afterwards they were empha- 
ticalfy virttious and upriglit. For a long time, 
indeed, their views of the person, work, and 
kingdom of Christ were very worldly, and 
even their spirit was ambitious as well as 
rash ; but their general habits were both cir¬ 
cumspect and devotional: even their enemies 
“ took knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus” to some good purpose, so far as 
exemplary conduct was the effect of their in¬ 
tercourse with him. 

t 

Did you ever observe, whilst reviewing the 
character of the Saviour’s early friends, that 

O » 

his female Ibllowers soon acquired great beauty 
of holiness under the influence of K'ls word and 
example? There is, indeed, a complete halo 
of loveliness around the character and spirit of 
John, “ the disdip'e whom JesGs loved afid 
there, is much sublimity about Peter, i.oty ith- 
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standing all his faults; and the whole eleven, 
compared with even ftie best of the Jews of 
that time, were emphatically “ holy rgen 
but still, “ wjiatsoever things are pure, and 
whatsoever things are lovely,” abound most 
among the women of Judea and Galilee, who 
followed him. There 'is an exquisite and 
touching beauty about the holiness of the 
Marys of JJethlehein and Bethany especially, 
which eclipses even the excellence of the 
“ holy women of old.” We almost forget 
Aluaham’s Sarah in the presence of Joseph’s 
Mary, and lose sight of Jacob’s Rachel whilst 
Mary of Bethany is« before us. Of them ’we 
m#st say, and even the world will respond tie 
cxclaraatiufi, “ Many daughters hEfre done vir¬ 
tuously,” but ye have *“ excelled them all.” 
Give’them of “ the fruit ’’ of their own liaTids, 
jn8 their “.works will praise, thum in the 
gates.” 
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It was not without special design, that the 
Holy Spirit transmitted to posterity so much 
of the history and character of these distin- 

I 

guished women : he evidently intended them 
to be models of female holiness to their sex. 
Hence he inspired both Elizabeth and the an¬ 
gel Gabriel to “ hail" Mary of Bethlehem as 
“ highly favoured and blessed among women,” 
and taught the evangelists to depict, her pecu¬ 
liar excellences; and not less care did he take 


to embody the character and embalm the me¬ 
mory of Mary of Bethany. No angel, indeed, 
pronounced her eulogy, but, what was far bet¬ 
ter, “ Jesus loved Mary,” and predicted that 
her love to him should be “ told as a memolial 
of her” wheresoever the “ Gospel* should be 
preached throughout Vhe whole world.” 

I'hese are not accidents, nor mere incidents 


in the sacred h'jstory; Mary gf Bethleheni, 

h , ’ 

like the star* of* Bethlehem, is evidently placedf 
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jn the firmament of the Church, as a leading 
star, to guide wise women, as well as wise 
men, to Christ, and to teach both how topon- 
der his sayings, and revere his authority, and 
cleave to his cross. In like manner, Mary of 
Bethany, like her owrf “ alabaster box of pre¬ 
cious ointment,” is so fftlly disclosed in all her 
principles, and so fully poured out in all her 
spirit before us by the sacred writers, that 
there can be no doubt but her lovely cha¬ 
racter was intended to be “ as ointment poured 
forth,” inspiring, as well as pleasing. Like 

the “ good part, which shall never be taken 

^ • 

from her,” the beauty of her holiness can neVer 
b? uninfluential on either sex, whilst it is the 
duty of l*oth “to sit tat the feA of Jesus," 
hearing his word; and ’ that will be equally 
duty*and delight in heaven, as well as on earth, 

* WAile breath or b|iQg last. 

Or immortality endures.’ 
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For wlio, that knows any tiling of' vital and 
experimental religion, lias not said, in effect, 
both '■when remembering past attainments, 
and when anticipating future progress and en¬ 
joyment, 

“ 0 that I might for'ever sit, 

Like Mary, at the Master’s feet ? ” 

Thus the eye of a Christian, of either sex, 
and of whatever sphere in life or godliness, re¬ 
poses upon Mary of Bethany, whenever it 
searches for an example of child-like docility, 
or of angel-like meekness, in learning of 

Christ. The spirit of a Christian takes her 

» 

position at the feet of Christ, and tries to hang 
upon his lips .with her zeal and zest, whenever 
it is hungering and thiri’ting after righteousness. 
The soul feels instinctively that this is thf only 
way to “ be filled ” or refreshed by his presence. 
Accordingly, we have never found much enjoys 

* * J 

ment or profit, except when we have reajly sat 
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“ the feet ” of Christ, hearing his word for 
ourselves. Neither in the sanctuarv, nor in 
• the closet, have we become holier or,happier, 
when we did ifct try to place ourselves in the 
position and spirit of Mary. 

It will be seen at once, from this application 
of the example of Mary, tliat I regard both 
her place at the feet of Jesus, and her conduct 
in anointing his feet with “ spikenard,” as only 
illustrations of her habitual spirit and general 
character. Nothing is farther from my inten¬ 
tion^ because nothing could be more foreign to 
her real character, thtwi to represent her as 
merely a tgeek, contemplative, and .retiring 
Christian. She was, indeed, all this but she 
was much fhore : she was as prompt as Martha 
in going out of die house to meet Jesus wjren 
he sent for her, and in serving him in the house 
when ser'jice was ready wanted. It was not 
,wanted.when Martha said so. If sSe had ^tood 
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in real need of assistance from Mary, tlie Sa¬ 
viour would not have continued, nor even be¬ 
gun to p:each, in the house of Lazarus then : 
much less would he have com'mended Mary 
for sitting still, if she had been neglecting do¬ 
mestic duties. The character of Mary should, 
therefore, be judged, not by this instance of 
contrast with Martha’s, but by the conduct 
of Jesus. Now, He certainly would not have 
thrown his immortal shield so promptly and 
fidly over it, if sloth or selfishness, the love 
of ease, pr the dislike of household duties, 
had been part of her character. From all we 
know of the Saviour, we may be quite sure 
that he woufd have reproved her himself, had 
she been either idle or negligent. 

'They are but very superficial observers, wlio 
seize upon the contrast of the moment,betw'een 
these sisters, _tq ntake ,out, tlfat Mary wi\s 
chiefly an amiable Nun-like being, who .was. 
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<i^n(ler of contemplative piety than of practical 
fluty. This is a very common opinion ; but 
•it is utterly at variance with fact, howeve? ap¬ 
pearances niaj« seem to justify it. Even ap¬ 
pearances are against it; for nothing is so pro¬ 
minent upon the surface of the case, as the 
Saviour’s approbation of Mary’s character. 
They are, therefore, at issve with both His 
judgment find testimony, who insinuate the 
’ charge or suspicion of undomesfie habits against 
this holy w’oman. There is nothing to warrant 
such an imputation. She sat at the feet of 
Jesus u])on this occasioi^ because Jesus thought 
proper to open his lips as a minister, when he 
visilcd her house as a guest. 43esides, His 

visits to Bethany were tfie real sabbaths of the 

» 

family.. Only tl^n, had they the opportunity 

• 1 * 

of hearing the glorious Gospel in all.the fulness 
dt Its blessing I and as the .opportunity did not 
.occur (iften, it could not be too fuTiv improved 
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whilst it lasted. Thus, there is no more rea¬ 
son to think Mary inactive or undomestic, be¬ 
cause sh^e sat whilst Martha served with un¬ 
necessary bustle, than to suspect that those 
women, who sanctify the Sabbath most in the 
house of God, are least attentive to the affairs 
of their own houses. There is, perhaps, no 
better test of good domestic management all 
the week at home, than regularity and punctu¬ 
ality of attendance on public worship on the. 
Sabbath. Those who are soonest and oftenest 
at the feet of Jesus on his own day, are cer¬ 
tainly not idle or irregular on other days. It 
is because they are active, and act on system 
through the'week, that they can make so niuch 

V 

of their Sabbaths. 

I thus bring out the real character oC Mary, 
that the beauty^ of holiness may not be sup¬ 
posed to consist in ^therjnere mxiralsjn 
Thej-e may be much morality, where «there if 
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no holiness; and there may be much holiness, 
where there are no literary tastes or habits, 
neither fondness for public hearing, nor the 

'*^ove of lonely musing/* 

is any real proof, by itself, of a new heart, or 
of a right spirit, beftfre God. Great readers 
(as they are called) are’ not often the deepest 
nor the most serious thinkers, even when their 
reading is of the best kind; and the con¬ 
templative recluse, who lives only to think, or 
who reckons every thing but mental pleasure 
insipid, is actually indulging “ the lusts of the 
mind,” instead of growing in grace or holiness. 
It may sound well, “to say of a sweet dnthu- 
siifet, whose element is solitude and whos*e 
luxury is emotion, “ th&t she is a being who 
belongs to another world; her tastes are all so 
unearthly, and her sympathies so exalted 
^t this is n9 compliment 1 Indeed, it is a 
iieavy reflection upon both her heart and con- 
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8oio?ice. A iloart that felt ariglit, or a conscience 
punficd by the blood of' atonement, would try 
to do good by action, as well as to get good by 
contemplation. No one belongjs less to ano¬ 
ther world (if, by that, heaven is meant) than 
the being who has neither heart nor hand to 
be a blessing in this world. Her tastes may 
be unearthly ; but heavenly, they certainly 
are not. They are not angel-llke ; for, are not 
all the angels “ ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to the heirs of salvation?” They 
are not saint-like: for all the spirits of tlie 
just in heaven take a lively interest in the 
progress of the kingdom- of Christ on earth. 
And they aio any thing but God like: for Ta- 
ther, Son, tliid Holy Spirit, live and move, as 
if they had both the'ir bliss and being in the 
wetfare of this world. 

How ever did it coine to be supposed, 'jy 
the land of rfiii.Es, that there was either iutel- 
lectual e-rcatness.' or moral loveliness, .tround 
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any pensive or sweet recluse, who lives only in 
and for the ideal worltf of her own thoughts; 
whilst the Heathen and Mohammedan world is 
perishing for Ijck of knowledge, and the actual 
world at her door, sinning and suffering un- 
jhtied hy her ? 

Those who have no faste for retirement or 
reading will, but too readily, join in this pro¬ 
test againsi sentimental seclusion. Those only 
who have but little time for direct mental im¬ 
provement, will make a right use of the protest, 
or even repeat it in a good spirit. They will 
be glad to hear it. Not, however, because it 
condemns others, but'bccausc it relieves them- 
sefVes from self-condemnation, b^ proving ti5 
them, fronuboth the lettsr and spiiTt of Scrip¬ 
ture, tliat musing piety is not the otdy nor the 

best ^iety. Many who have no inclination 
» . ’ 
ty ‘cumber thgraselves needlessly v/ith many 

things,Jike Martha, are yet encfftiibered with 
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so many things which distract their attention, 
and absorb their time, that they hastily con¬ 
clude, or strongly suspect, that tlioy have no 
real piety, because they are ,so unlike the 
Mary of their own imagination, and of popular 
opinion. They thus set themselves down as 
Marthas, (her real character, too, is equally mis¬ 
taken,) who have not “ chosen the good part,” 
nor acquired the “ one thing needful.” But 
this is as unnecessary as it is unwise. Wherever 
real duty fills the hands, or inevitable care the 
heart, then there is as much holiness, and 
as much of the real beauty of it too, in doing 
or suffering the will of Gbd well, as in acts of 
jirolonged dqyotion, or in efforts of heaven’iy- 
mindedness*.' 

This subject is much misunderstood. In- 

i * 

deed, many are afraid to speak out, or eilen to 
' , » 
think freely, 'on the subject. They are qui*{; 

dissatisfied v.ith lihemselves, because they can 
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^ommand so little time for devotional reading 
and meditation ; and yet they do not see how 
I they can command more at present, ^hey 
sec clearly, and feel deeply, that their minds 
want improvement; that the great salvation 
deserves more thought than they give to it; 
tln>t tln^y have not that "communion with God 
which is so desirable, nor that witness of the 
Spirit wIikIi they deem so important; and 
hence they stand in doubt whether they have 
any real piety at all. 

Now there is some danger, as well as diffi- 
cnlty, in meeting this case; because more want 
to get ri<l of such ddubts, than those who are 
so*placed and pledged in life, tl^at tliey have 
but little •spare time. ’ The slotlfful and the 
worldly-minded are upon tl)e watch, to lav 
hold'of any thing that would lessen their self- 
^fidemnation, or tend to recnnrtle their habits 
with their hopes. The allowanced to be made 
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for the real want of time, they stand ready t^ 
snatch at, as excuses for not redeeming time, 
or foe not improving it. The forbearance, and 
leniency, and symj)at!iy of God towards his 
poor and afflicted cliildren, are greedily seized 
and appropriated hy slothful servants, and by 
heedless and heartless professors. For they, 
too, want to be happy in their own mind, how¬ 
ever little they care about holiness.* They go 
to the sanctuary to be comforted, as well as the 
tried and harassed Christian. 

Hence arises danger, as well as difficulty, in 
meeting, publicly and fully, the case of those 
who cannot redeem much‘time, nor always do 
the good thfy really wish : the concessidns 
made on their behalf; may be perverted by 
those who dislike devotional retirement, into 
an excuse for so multiplying their worldly en¬ 
gagements; as'to leave no time,for reading'Of 

-V * * . • * ’ 

meditation, tmd but little for prayer itself. 
Still, neither the sheep nor the lambs‘of |he 
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(jood Shepherd’s flock, (who love and long for 

• 

those green pastures and still waters, without 
being able to visit them often or continue at 
them long,) shauld be left to put the worst in¬ 
terpretation upon their own weakness, however 
wandering sheep may 'abuse the Shepherd’s 
condescension. He will count as his sheep, 
and even carry in his bosom, those, who, al¬ 
though they* cannot be so often at his feet as 
they wish, do not try to keep away, nor to get 
away, from his feet. Ho will distinguish be¬ 
tween those who cannot sit down to hear his 
voice frequently, because of pressing domestic 
duties, and those wh6 seldom do so, because 
fhej’prefer to “hear the voice of» strangers.”' 
.lohn X. 5. 

The feal question, therefore, in the case of 

• * • » 

those who have but little leisure, is,—What 

ert'^Vosses your time ? Now,, if dtfties which it 
would be sinful to omit, fill your'hands and 
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your heart, all the day long, and even leave 
you fatigued at night, it will not be laid to 
you.’ charge, as sin, that you were not much 
alone with God. You ought not to be much 
alone, when either a sick-bed or the care of 
the family requires youi'presence. Then, “ the 
beauty of holiness” lies in watching and work¬ 
ing in a devotional spirit, and not in frequent 
nor in prolonged visits to the ebset. That 
mother is not unholy, nor inconsistent, who 
has hardly a moment to herself, from morning 
till night, owing to the number of her children, 
or the sickness of her babe. That daughter is 
not unholy, nor unlike Mary of Bethany, who 
shares her rrjother’s toils and trials, or sootlies 
the lonelitfess of an aged and iivfirm father. 
That wife is not unholy, nor unlike Mary, who, 
in order to make her husband’s slender income 
sweeten his home and .sustain his credit, works 
hard all thd^ay. All these things are, indeed, 
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d(jpe by many who care nothing about holiness, 
and who would not retire to meditate or pray, 
eren if their time were not thus absorbed; ahd, 
therefore, the mere doing of these things, apart 
from its spirit and motives, proves nothing de¬ 
cisive as to the state of Mie heart before God. 
Still, it is equally true, on'thc other hand, that 
neither the time nor the care expended on 
these duties idisproves the existence of holiness. 
.There is indeed no true holiness, where there 
is no secret devotion ; but there may be much 
of the former, when there is but little time for 


the latter; yea, the highest beauty of holiness 
often invests and enshn’nes the character, whilst 
the lieart of a Christian must depend more upon 


frequent glances at the throne of grace, than 

upon fcgmal approaches to it. Then, to go 

• * • • 

through arduous domestic duty, in a ^neek and 

qjisf spirit, whi'sh breathes prayer*, even when 
busiestor to watch and minister in the sick 
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cliatiiber, mingling prayer with tenderness and 

I 

patience, and thus “ doing service as unto tlie 
Lord,” or for his sake, is as decisive of piety, 
and even “ adorns the doctrines” of Clirist as 
much, as any act of devotion, however spiritual, 
or any enterprise of zfeal, however splendid. 

There is, perhaps, no practical lesson of 
godliness so ill understood, as this one. The 
general sentiment of it is, of courso, obvious to 
any Christian, and the theory of it rpiite fami¬ 
liar ; but, how few enter so fully into the 
spirit of the maxim, as to keep their piety from 
declining, or their peace of mind from evapo¬ 
rating, when they have 'much to do or to en¬ 
dure in their family! Then, it is no uncom¬ 
mon thing for a p'ious wife, oi» a widowed 
mother, to complain that domestic cajes have 

i I , 

brought a cloud upon all her hopes ahd evi¬ 
dences of grace, and such dea(.lness and dark¬ 
ness upon tier soul, that she seems to herself no 
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Joiner the same being she was, but like an 
apostate from faith and godliness. Thus, she 
thinks that she has lost her piety, whilst doing 
her duty to her fiimily ! 

And she certainly has lost some of her piety, 
although not in the sens*e she means, nor yet 
to the degree she suspects. She has lost that 
holy freedom at the throne of grace, which 
once made lier closet the house of God and the 
gate of heaven; she has lost that power of ap¬ 
propriating the great and precious promises, 
which once made her Bible so dear; she has 


lost that control over he,r own thoughts and 
feelings, by which she could once conceixtrate 
them'* upon the things which are imseen and 
eternal, whetfever she really tried to pass within 

ft 

the veil qf the invisible world ; and, above all, 
^he has lost sight of her own warrant pnd wel- 


comiS* to trust ii» Clirist, which oilce set and 


kept every thing right. Now, these are serious 
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losses, and may well be sadly bewailed, 
and even somewliat feared as to their conse- 
qwences; for it is not so easy to repair these 
spiritual injuries, as it is tOc bring them on. 
They might all have been kept off, however, 
if she had studied beforehand the secret of 
blending the spirit of prayer with the efforts 
of maternal devotedness, and the art of turn¬ 
ing the duties of life into acts ,of godliness; 
but having, like many, grown up under the 
idea, that nothing was really a part of her piety 
but what was a positive act of religion, and 
thus being in the habit of estimating her piety 
more by her delight in ■ divine things, than by 
her conscientious discharge of ordinary duties, 
she is, of course, sadly thrown on* and discon¬ 
certed, whenever tne pressure of ordinary du¬ 
ties lessens tlie sense or lowers the spirit of her 
religious observances; wherejis, had she-^fslly 
gone into- the question of personal holiness 
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lier outset in tlie divine life, she would have 

• 

soon discovered that it is the very beauty of ho¬ 
liness to do that best which is most wantiJd at 
the moment; /or even the cradle may be made 
an altar, and the nursery a little sanctuary, and 
household duties ahntftt sacramental engage¬ 
ments ! But if these tlnngs are looked upon 
as the mere routine of life, or as unfavourable 
to godlinese ; and if only the time which can be 
spared from them is considered improved time 
for eternity, then, of course, there must be a 
sad sense of declension in piety whenever more 
time than usual is demanded by them. But 
why'not consider that unusual portion of time 
wlficii is required in seasons of domestic care* 
as improve^ for eternity*, as well Ss the time 
spent in devotion ? Why not do every thing 
as service unto God, as well as the things you 
oa/t service done to him ? Surely, if’all Chris¬ 
tians may eat and drink so as io glorify God, 
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Christian mothers may watch and work for 
tlieir family to the praise of the glory of his 
gracffe. 

I am not inclined to resolve ro many things 
into Satanic influence as some are : there are 
many of our faults and failings but too easily 
accounted for by the treachery of our own 
hearts and the want of consideration : still, 1 
cannot help suspecting that Satan, has not a 
little, yea, much, to do with creating and keep¬ 
ing up the popular notion, that nothing is spi¬ 
ritual religion but spiritual exercises and emo¬ 
tions. Not, indeed, that he is any friend to 

1 

spirituality of heart or habit; there is nothing 
‘lie hates so ijiuch, or tries more to hinder, rie 
can, howevitr, transfonn himself into an angel 
of light, and thus seem to plead for highly spi¬ 
ritual religion, and for extraordinary deviation, 
whilst, in’fact, he is endeavouring to prevent 
all religion a'ii'd devotion too. 
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It is not sin alone, nor worldly pleasures 
only, that Satan throws* false colours over: he 
can exaggerate the claims of holiness, as jvel 
as .soften the aspect of sin and folly. He often 
labours to make out the necessity of too much 
religion, as well as to prove the sufficiency oi 
too little : I mean, that just as he tries to 
persuade some that the ceremonial forms 
of religion, are quite enough, or as much 
, as can be expected in our busy world and im- 
jicrfcct state, so he labours to persuade others 
that nothing amounts to saving piety but a 
hear* all love, a spirit all heavenly, and a cha- 

C * 

racter perfectly holy; In like manner, he 
adSpts his wiles to those who see-through tin* 
fallacy of .vich extremes*; putting St to them¬ 
selves to say, whether th^y might not as well 

do mtthing at all in religion, as do so little ; 
• * 
w’»ether it wcaild, not be less ^dangerous to 

make no profession oT godliness,' than to have 
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only a spark of its power; or, at least, whe¬ 
ther it would not be b'etter to give up prayer 
entirely, until they can secure more time and 
composure, than to continue it m the very im¬ 
perfect way they are now compelled to do ? 

This is an appeal t<o the conscience of a 
harassed mother, which she little suspects to 
come from the lips of Satan ; and yet he is as 
busy in “ taking advantage over” her, whilst 
thus trying to make her give up what she 
attempts in religion, as when he beguiled Eve 
to aim at being god-like in another sense than 
she was so. At this point, therefore, it is "pe¬ 
culiarly necessary to act on the injunction, 
V Resist the devil.” That cannot be done 

r 

effectually, towever, by any process jyhich does 

not turn the duties Vif life into acts of godli- 

# * 

nesk. He will not “ flee from you,” whilst 

you merely analyze and scrutinize h'is wiles 

* ♦ • ' 

and devices f he' will try new fiery darts as 
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fast as you defeat the old, by mere arguments; 
lie will stand at your right hand, resisting- you, 
vhilst you only resist him by detecting Ijim. 
When did he Jeave the Saviour ? Not until 
he saw that nothing could divert him from the 
“ work the Father gavejiim to do.” Satan tried 
first to set him against that work, by the po¬ 
verty it involved ; then to set him upon a new 
[irocess of doing it; and then, to engage him 
in other work, altogether different; but all in 
vain. Satan found nothing in the Saviour 
averse to the will of God, notwithstanding all 
the labour, privation, and suffering which the 
great work of redenifition involved. “ Then 
thc'devil left him, and angels ministered untoi 
him.” An^ by no othsr process# than that 
of adhering to the work Ood has given us to 
d5, c;¥i we resist the devil so as to make IKm 
fle 9 »from' us 

1 do not forget (1 Clever more remembered 


D 3 
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or admired than at tliis moment) that Clirist 
resisted temptation by opposing to it the ex 
press word of God. It was, however, not the 
quotations of Scripture, but the practical pur¬ 
pose for wliich tliey were quoted, that discom¬ 
fited the tempter. The Saviour drew upon the 
word of God, that he might not draw back 
from the work of God ; he wielded weapons 
from the armoury of lieaven, that he might go 
steadfastly through whatever the Father had 
given him to do or to endure on earth. 

I know well that there is no parallel be¬ 
tween our work and the work of Christbut 
still, our sphere, and its duties and hardships, 
<are the appointment of God, as well as Christ’s 
were so. If is not by. accident that .one mother 
has much to do, atKl another much to suffer, 
arid a third much both to do and endur^ : 
these heavy, crosses are as really 'neave^ly 
appointments as the 'cross of Christ was 
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although not for the same purpose. Accord¬ 
ingly, in some things we recognise, and even 

act on this principle, in express imitation of 

* 

the Saviour’s example. When the cup of be¬ 
reavement or affliction is put into our hands, 
we try to say, like liinn “ The cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ? 
Not my will, but thine be done.” Thus we 
really atteippt to turn what we suffer much 
from, into an occasion of serving God well, and 
for submitting to him meekly. We regard this 
as true godliness, and try to make it holy sub- 
missTon. 

Now, why not view*every duty of life in the 
satfle light, and both go to it, and through it, as* 
service required by God, and acceptable to God ? 
Perhaps you find it difficult to conceive how 
solne of your domestic duties could be m- 
vesifced with any^thing like a s'piritual* or holy 
character * you may* aimosP be inclined to 
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smile at first, at the idea of giving them a 
religious aspect; and ns to throwing tlje beauty 
of holiness around all the details ol life, it may 
seem to you a profanation of divine things 
even to think of such a mixture. Be not 
frightened or prejudicerl, however, by words or 
fancies. God himself does many things similar 
to those you have to do; if you clothe your 
children, He clothes the earth with grass and 
flowers ; if you feed your children. He feeds 
the young ravens when they cry : if you watch 
night and day, occasionally, over the couch of 
a sick child, afraid to stir from its side, orVake 
your eye off it for a moment, He never Slum¬ 
bers nor sleeps in watching over his suffching 
children; <God even«“ sits, as a yefiner,” by 
the furnace of his* backsliding children. If 
yem try to manage well, and to make tke best 

of whatever hapirens, for the sake of tiiose who 
■> ’ 

love you and lo’ok up {o you. He also makes 
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“ all tilings work together for good to them 
that love liim.” Thus Cod counts nothing 
beneath him, nor derogatory to bis charaoter, 
which is really, required by any of his crea¬ 
tures, or needful in any part of bis creation. 
He doeth all things, litHe and great, ordinary 
and e.\traordinary, in the'same god-like man¬ 
ner; acting always in cliaracter, whether he 
sustain a sp^row or create a world. He doeth 
.all things in heaven and earth, indeed, without 
quitting his throne, or being disquieted by the 
multiplicity and weight of his engagements ; 
but still, God occupies himseK with our mean 
affairs, as willingly anti fully as with the af¬ 
fair? of angels or the interests of tjie universe. 
Nothing in, his glorious* holiness liolds him 
back from doing ordinary things well, because 
they sS'e but ordinary things : he acts like 
liim«elf, whethei; displaying ^the tenderness of 
a Parent or the niajesty of a Judge, and carries 
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out liis great piiiiciplcs into alJ his opera¬ 
tions. 

If, then, He be not less holy, nor less beau¬ 
tiful ill holiness, whilst attending to the mi¬ 
nutest claims of his universal family, why may 
not “holiness unto tin?'Lord be written” upon 
all the details of your'family duty ? 

1 am not pleading for what is called “ mix¬ 
ing up religion with every tiling,” if by that is 
meant talking about religion whilst trarisiu tiiig^ 
the business of life, or giving a religious turn 
to every conversation. This is neither neces¬ 
sary nor wise, as it is usually conducted by 

*» 

thos^ who try it most indeed, they are thus 
often guilty,of “ casting pearls before swine,” 
and more ’likely to breate prejiidfccs against 
religion than to commend it. Even tl^eir own 
piety is in danger of being suspected of Minister 
design or of sanc^timonious pretence, by \lfis 

« f. 

forced intermixture of sacred and common 



tliijjgs. So I'm, tiierelbre, as speaking perpe¬ 
tually about religion, or about every tiling in 
religious pbrasos, is concerned, I have no 
sympathy with the liabit, and see none of tlie 
beauty of lioiiness in it. I Iiave, however, 
quite as little respect fbf both the vulgar and 
the sentimental proveib-t-“ Business in its 
jilaee, and religion in its own place.” That 
really means, in the lips of those who use it 
pio.st, “ they are distinct things, therefore keep 
them separate a maxim equally treasonable 
and niitrue ! They are, indeed, ?nadc distinct 
things; but who made them so? Not God; 
lie joins witli the iiijiiirction, “ not slothful in 
iiusiiiess,” the commandment, “ Be^ fervent in 
spiilt, serving the Lord.”* He says^ “ What¬ 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” It 
sounds *111, and looks ill, therefore, when men, 
rr«fc«sing*to be .Christians, say'that tliey give 
heniselves to business*and rfligion in turn. 
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and never try both at once. Such men do^jiot 
understand the spirit of true religion, whatever 
adepts they may be in business. 

I say this, however, far mor; in pity than in 
blame ; for, as many godly women have grown 
up ill the habit of going through their domes¬ 
tic duties, without ei?er imagining that there is 
any godliness in performing them well, so, 
many men, who have the root of /he matter in 
them, have grown up in the habit of regarding 
their public duties in trade as no part of their 
religion. They, too, count nothing piety but 
what is done in the closet of devotion, a'nd in 
the house of God, except what they may occa¬ 
sionally d(j^ in visiting the afflicted, or iil re¬ 
lieving tht poor; and thus both jexes confirm 
each other in the pernicious opinion, that ordi- 

' 4 * 

nary duty is no proof of vital godliness. 

This 'is a pernicious opiniijn, however»^welI 
meant by some' who hold it. Wherever, in- 
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cl»cd, there is no devotion, nor any relish for 

• 

divine tilings, or, when the soul and salvation 
,are neglected through the attention given’ to 
worldly things* no diligence nor honour in 
business is religion in any sense. The in- 
ilustry of the bee, or tl*e economy of the ant, 
might as well be called piety. It i.s, however, 
equally true, on the other hand, that idleness 
and dishonesty disprove all pretensions to god- 
’ liness ; there must, therefore, be something in 
the very nature of the ordinary duties of life 
not unfavourable to vital godliness, seeing the 
eonscientioiis discharge of them is thus essen- 

tiai to the proof of its sincerity. Why 'be”. 

* * 

should a pious man allow himstilf to think 

that he is tmly serving the world during the 

* 

hours aod bustle (if business? Wliy sbotildjie 
^ver s]i(>ak or dream of leaving his religion at 

liomc when he’goes out inV) the" vvorld ? He 

• • 

does not leave behind him his conscience, nor 

« 
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his sense of accountability, nor liis regard ,*o 
truth, nor bis respect for his good naiue, nor 
fiis^'liolv fear of disgracing his |)roffission ; 
tliese follow liiin, like his shadow, into all the 
walks of public lihn Not all the anxii^tics nor 
distractions of his business can make him lose 
sight of his great moral primaples ; aiul yet 
lie says that he “ left his religion at liome.” 
He means, of course, his penitence, his sj)i- 
rituality of mind, and his devotion ; these aie 
what he tlrops when lie qui^s his closet and the 
family altar; and certainly these arc tilings 
which cannot be much combined with worldly 
affairs. I will even readily grant that it would 
not argue mneh good sense, to attach much im¬ 
portance to the hasty glances or the passing 
ihougliis of divine things, wdiich may take place 
in the course of the day ; these should not ranif 
very high’ in die scale of evidences by whicTi a 
Christian tests the reality of his conversion, or 
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tie sul'ety of liis state for eternity. Yea, 1 will 
go I’ai'tlior, and allow that if lie cannot prove 
,liis faith without the scanty ilenis of such ‘evi¬ 
dence, he eainVit prove it with them ; they are 
too few and feeble to lay much stress upon 
them. 

'i'hese concessions do not, however, militate 
agaimst my argument : it is just because tliey 
prove so Ihtle, that I advocate the necessity 
and propriety of going to business, day after 
day, in a spirit which will make it all one em¬ 
bodied proof of true holiness. Now, it would 
be so, by going to it and through it, as a peni¬ 
tent before God, as a debtor before Christ 
a dependant before tlic Holy Spiitt. A Chris¬ 
tian man i^ all this; and by a little pains he 
might rfiarrv the consciousness of all this as rc- 
*gularfy into the world as be carries Ids honesty 
or ids inti^rity? lie need »no more Io.se sight 
of wliat tlic hope of eternal life leads him to be 
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and do, tliuii of what liis credit and subsisv*.- 
ence require of him. It is just as possible to 
act as a redeemed man, as to act as an honest 
man. And here would be the- advantage of 
acting in this spirit—instead of coming liomc 
from business with all its deadening and dis¬ 
tracting influence aggravated by the suspicion 
of having been serving the world only, he 
would have the consciousness that he had been 
“doing service as unto God, and not as unto 
man;” and tlius the conviction that neither 
the time nor tlie thouglit he liad given to his 
public duties, had lesscjied his hold upon the 
divin/;. favour, or drawn any judicial veil be¬ 
tween him and the divine jnesence. Whereas 
the Christian, who really leaves tlM spirit of 
religion at home, because hedeems it oseless 
or impossiU'e to mind any thing but business 
during the hoitrs of «business, cannot so easily 
resume that spirit after the tear and wear of 
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(lie day. He fee/s as if all lie liad been doing' 
was soinewluit sin/'nl fn itself, because it is 
so deadening and carnalizing in its inflncpce. 
The conseijnet^ce is, he is often ahaid to go 
alone with God, after having being long and 
much absorbed in the vsorld. 

These remarks, althougli a digression in one 
sense, are not at all so in another. -They will 
account in^soine measure for the false view 
vou have taken of domestic duties. You have 
so often heard a pious father, husband, or bro¬ 
ther, complain of the unhinging and deadening 

cliefct of the cares of business on their minds, 

• 

and have so often folt that family duties and 
cif.’cs had precisely the same effect on you 
own mind^thai you, lik« them, a»e too much 
in the habit of considering the duties of life as 
cfrawiiacks or hinderances to godliness. I *am, 
iherefore, ver^ anxious to lt?ad,yon into the 
scriptural* views of tliis subject, not only on 
E 3 
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your own account, but ior the sake of those 
whose spir/tuai welfare is dear to you ; for, 
wit]iout saying a word in the way of counsel, 
or even of explanation, you m,ay so illustrate 
tlie great truth that “ all things may be done 
to the glory of God,” as to convince your 
father, your husband, or your brother, that 
business may be made the handmaid of religion 
in the world, as well as at home. 

Are you a mother ? How holiness might 
beam and breathe in all your maternal duties 
and cares! Nay, do not smile in scorn nor in 

jiity at this fond wish ! I no more forget than 

* 

you do, that there is noise, nonsense, vexa- 
•‘ion, almost drudgery at times, in the nurser'y; 
your patience, as well as your strength, is 
often tried by your ehildren; you occasionally 
finu it no easy matter to keep your temper, 
or even to keep up your spirits, amongst 
them. AVere the\ not your own children, you 
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(cel as if you never could yo llirougli wliat 
you have to do and endure. Now, I do not 
wonder at this; my only wonder is, how Bio- 
tilers can work and watch, nourish and che¬ 
rish, as tiiey do ! There must be a magnetic 
charm, which fathers d« not feel, in the sweet 
thought—“ They are my t)wn children.” We, 
too, love them sincerely and strongly, as you 
well knowg but, somehow, we could neither 
do for them nor bear with them, in your spi¬ 
rit, nor with your perseverance. A sleepless 
night or two quite exhausts our patience ; the 
reflehlion, “They are m^ own children,” does 
not electrify us as it* does you, except when 
thSr life is in imminent danger.^ Well, just 
carry out |Jiis electric thought in* your own 
maternal spirit, and observe how you feel 
whilst* you say, in reference to their souls, 
‘<My own chil(]ren ! Thei^ w*ill .be Tninc for 
ever, both here and liereaft^r. Nothing can 



dissolve all my connexion witli tliem, \\V 
may l)e widely separated on earth; we shall 
be divided by death, and it is not yet certain 
that we shall be all reunited hi heaven ; but 
wherever they are, in time or eternity, they 
will be niy raniily. I .can never t'orf^et iheie. 
Until death, I shall- instincliielv look alter 
them, wherever their lot may be cast: at the 
judgment-seat I shall look for them, whether 
they stand on the right hand or on the left: 
through eternity I shall remember them, 
wherever I myself am, or whatever I may be.” 
Neither heaven nor hell can obliterate parfmtal 
recollections; fathers and mothers will feel 
themselvc.s to be fathers and mothers 

“ Whilst nmriorlalilv ('iiilures.” 


These are solemn considerations. Do nbt, 

howeverfshriiik'from them; tljey may become 

« 

equally sweet afid sublime. Even already. 
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have tJiiovvii your spirit lit upon your 
iiiatcriial resiwiisibilities, and far out amongst 
jour ])arental prospects in both worlds. 'I iial 
glance of solicitude you darted tlirougli the 
assembled universe, in search of your children, 
when you realized the *judgmcnt-seat, proves 
tliat you are not “ without natural affection,’’ 
nor destitute of spiritu'd sympathy. And that 
breathless ):ituse you made, whilst supposing 
•yourself looking- all around heaven fur them, 
reveals to you how dear their eternal safety is 
tv your heart, and how inucli their presence 
would heighten your happiness, even in the 
j)rcsencc of God and the Lamb. What fine, 
'])reparation these glimpses of the»great white 
throne of jifdgment, and *of the glorious high 

throne t)f heaven,are for maternal prayer at 

• ^ 

“the throne of grace!” Whilst the former 

tlirones are lodked at, tlie, latteV ca’nnot be 

• • 

overlooked. You feel tlirousrh all vour soul. 
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tlmt iuiy iiiotlior, if ullowod, would pr;iy , for 
her children at llic former thrones, if prayer 
ooftld avail there; and will you neglect to 
pray for your children at that throne, where 
alone it is allowed or useful ? If you do neg¬ 
lect this duty, it is licit likely that God would 
gratify you with either the company, or a 
sight, of your children in heaven, even if both 
they and you should be in heaven. But a 
prayerless mother in heaven—is an anomaly.- 
Her children are more likely to miss her there, 
than she is to miss them ; or, both to meet in 
hell ! 

Neither, however, need miss the other in 
neaven. Beth may meet in one mansion of 
glory, if I’loth mingle their pra'/or.s at the 
throne of grace. Hp.tvcu is rot so inao.ie.ssible 
or uncertain to families, us families, as some 
seem to fearf Wq must not 'judge from ap¬ 
pearances in thi.s matter. Heaven, as it is re- 
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veiled 111 till' Bibk', is a I’aniily-lioiise, wliore 

• 

“ it iiuiy be well willi L,s ami our cliikhcn lor 
^ver.” God lias said so. We must not, tliefe- 
i'ore, rei^iilale oifr opinion of Ilis good will to¬ 
wards tlie faiuiiies of tlioso that fear liiin, by 
file way in wliiclt some *of their cliildren turn 


* 

out. The real ipiestion is,—Did tho.se parents 
take God's plan, in botli its letter and spirit, 
for training nip their children ? That all godly 
•parents have done something, yea much, for 
their families, compared with what the un¬ 
godly do, there can be no doubt. But how 

t 

few even believe—that tlicre is a positive cer¬ 
tainty of success, pledged by God, to all who 
bring up their children in “ the nurture and 
admonition %if the Lord!” The 'generality 

t 

treat thie promise,as a lottery, in which there 

* , * 

are more blanks than prizes. Thus .both the 


fa'itiri'ulness aiid*thc sincerity of Ood are dis- 


lipnoiired. But, Mothers! it is as true now, 
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«s when I'aul safe] it to the jailor at Philif^pi, 
“Believe*in tlie Lord Jesus Christ, a_;id thou 
slihit be saved, and tliy iiouse. ’ The jailor 
had asked only, “ What shall I do to be 
saved ?” Paul, however, would not allow him 
to confine the question to himself. The pro¬ 
mise is to children as well as to parents ; and 
therefore the Apostle answered the question so 
as to include both. 

If these preliminary hints awaken any curio¬ 
sity, or win any confidence, towards the de¬ 
sign of this little book, you will not throw it 
aside just yet; nor wonder if, before resuming 
this part of the subject, I take great jiains to 
secure the rrttention and confidence of daugh¬ 
ters, as well as of mothers. Read the ne.xt 
chapter, therefore, on their account, or^ to your 
daughters ; and do give weight to whatever is 
experimentally true in it, by setting your 


“ seal ” to its truth. 



No. II. 

A DArClUTru’H IMllKfll’LT.S ANAIA’ZF.D. 

In ackJressrng you, “’I will (first) incline 
my ear unto a Parable; I will open my dark 
saying; upo» the harp” of Aia.ix'.ort. And, 
shoidd I close my appeal in the same way, you 
will forgive mo. Both Rachel and Miriam are 
real characters, and will, 1 fear, recognise 
themselves: but you, I ,hope, will try in vain 
to identify cither. 

both young men and maidei'^ venerated 
the aged finr.suRAZZAii, *and vied* with each 
other ir^ honourin;j his grey hairs as “ a crown 
of glffty.” He was a second conscience to all 

tiie‘youth of Dcersheba, who studied to main- 

* * 

tain a good conscience towards God or man 



Wlicii tlic yoiiDg men looked upon (lie diinjrli. 
ters of tlin Caiiaanites, and tlionglit of allying 
tliemsclves witli “ aliens from the comtrion- 
wealtli of Israel,” they remembered tliat Shesh- 
bazzar would not bless the forbidden union; 
and turned their attention to the daughters of 
the Covenant. \Vh.:n the maidens of Beer- 
sheba were fascinated by the garb and bearing 
of the sons of Belial, they felt that they could 
not meet the eye of the holy Patriarch, and 
drew their veils closer around them in the 
streets. Thus all the plans of the young had 
a tacit reference to his opinion, and the nojie 
of his approbation and benediction mingled 
with their brightest ])rospects. “ What will 
Sheshbazzax think of me/i" was ,a question, 
which, however simple in itself, disentangled 
whole webs of sophistry, and unmasked tne 
most plausilile appearances. It revealed the 
secrets of the hea t to the conscience, and the 
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Ihyids of tlie conscience lu llie jinl^anent. It 
\v;is, indeed, a simple question ; but it searched 
the reins like “ the candle of the Lord,”—Jje- 
cuuse all who n'Hected, felt that the good old 
niau could have no oliject but their good; and 
that whatever inilucncc* he had acijuired over 
them, was won, not bj' stratagem, but by 
weight and worth of character. It was the 
spell of his. fine spirit, which, like the mantle 
of F.lijali, cast upon the plougliimin of Abol- 
mehulah, drew them after liim as with “ cords 
of love.” Amongst the daughters of the Co¬ 
venant, who listened to his wisdom, and loved 
his approbation, Raelfcl was the most entliusi- 
astic. She w'as modest as the lily^f the valley, 
but sensitiiie as the tremtilons deutlrops whicli 

gemiTunl it. I.ike the, clouds of the spring up- 

• - . * . 
on Citrmel or Ilermon, she wept and smiled in 

fhe* same hoici. Her spirit * sosred' at times 

like the eattio of Entredi. unfil lost in the licht 
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whicli is full of glory; and, anuii, il droogcd 
like the widowed dove' in the gloomy avenues 
of.tleslibon and Kedrori. She w'as alternaiely 
glowing and freezing; too high or too low, 
In nil things, but in hot niodust gentleness, 
she was the creature ef circumstances. Even 
in Religion, she had tio fixed princijdes. She 
was feelingly alive to its beauties, but dead to 
its real spirit. Wliilst it irispirryl thoughts 
which breathed, and words which burned, with, 
immortality, she was enraptured with it; but 
when its oracles or ordinances led to thoughts 
of penitence, or words of humiliation, she had 
no sympathy of spirit with them. She wept, 

I. 

indeed, over,hei\/tff/cn nature ; but not because 
it was falleii from the'moral image rf Jehovah. 
The loss of intellectual power, not the, loss of 
holy feeling, grieved her. She felt deeply 
mortified, beoause she could not maintain ail 
the mental clevadon of a rational being; and 
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she thought her luortaficutioii, humility ! She 
(h'^ilored tlie weakness, and waywardness ol 
her mind, in llie strongest terms of’ self-abase¬ 
ment ; hut not because her mind disliked secret 
]»rayer and self-examination. She lamented 
that she had so little communion with God ; 
but it was not the communion of a child with 
a Father, nor ol a penitent with a Saviour, but 
the communion of a ]>oct with the God of na¬ 
ture—of a finite spirit with the Infinite Spirit 
—that had charms for her. She admired the 
prophets ; but not for tlic holiness which ren¬ 
dered them tcmple.s meet for the Holy Spirit 
to dwell in, and sjieak from ; but because of 
their mysterious dignity, as the ambassadors 
of Heaven. She gloried in th? altars and 
mercy-seat *of the temjile ; not as they were 
tyjres of salvation»l)y the. atonement of the pijo- 
niised Messiah, but as they were tho scat and 

• • t , 

slirinc of ijio cloud of glory and tlte sacred fire. 

F d 
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All this Sheshbazzar si.w and lamented. But 
Rachel was gentle, and he loved her; slie *nad 
genius, and he admired her. Men of one idea 
thought her mad; and men with half a heart 
deemed her a mere visionary. Sheshbazzar 

regarded her as a young vine among the 

« 

rucks of the Dead Sea, whose grapes are em¬ 
bittered by the bitumen of the soil; and he 
hoped, by transplanting and pruning, to dis¬ 
place its poisonous juices. But the difficulty 
was, to convince her, that even her virtues 
were like the grapes of Gomorrah, unfit to be 
jrresented “ before the Lord, in the waive- 
olFering of the first fruits,” or to be ming'cd in 
“ the drink-offering.” They were, indejed, 
so; for, like the vines of Gomorrah, she bore 
fruit to herself, not to the glory of God. Her 
niprality was high-toned ; 'Out only because 
she reckoned immorality beneath th» dignity 
of female character. Her taste w.as simple ; 
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but only because slie’ deemed lollies unwortliy 
ol^ her talents. Her sy/upathlcs were prompt 
and tender; but they wore indulged more for 
the luxury of deep ciuotion, than for the sake 
of doing good. What became her—as a wo¬ 
man, and a woman wlioin Sheshbaz/.ar reck- 
• 

oned “ one of a tliousand,” was both tlie 
reason and tlie rule of Ijer excellencies. She 
never prayed for grace to sanctify or sustain 
Iier character: and as l)er tastes and pursuits 
were far above even the comprehension, as 
well as the level, of ordinary minds, Rachel 
never suspected that her “ heart was not 
righVwith God.” The Elders of the city had, 
indeed, often told her so in plain terms, made 
jdainer by tlic shaking of their fioary heads ; 
but, althougli she was too gentle to repel 
tl|^c clfhrge, she ‘only pitied their prejudices. 
Sheshha/zar, as she imagined, thotight very 

diflerently, of \er ; ,find his smile was sot 

» 

• gainst their insinuations. He perceived 
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tills iiiistako, and procviodid to coniicl it. 
He had bonic with it long, in hope tiiat 
it w'ould gradually correct it.self'. He had 
made allowances, and exercised patience, and 
kept-silence on the subject, until his treatment 
of Rachel began to be reckoned weakness, and 
not wisdom, by his best friends. His plan 
had been to bear aloft his young eaglet upon 
his own mighty wings, until she breathed the 
air of spirits, and bathed in the light of eter¬ 
nity : and then to throw her off upon the 
strength of her own pinions, that she might, 
whilst he hovered near to intercept a sudden 
fall, soar higher in the empyrean of glory,, and 
come down “ changed into the same image, ” 
and humbled by the “exceeding weight” of 
that glory. But the experiment 'failed : she 
descended mortified because-i of her weakness, 
not humbled because of her unworthiness. He 
resolved, therefore, 

“ To change his haiitl, and check her pride.” 
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^Raoliel,” said Slieslibazzar, “ the first day 
ol’ vintage is near at liand, and tlicre is but 

little fruit on inv vines : could we not send Jo 

• • 

the Dead Sea for grapes of Gomorrah, and 
jiresent tliem belbre (he Lord, ‘ as a waive- 
oliering, and pour them*out as a drink-off’er- 
ing?’” 

Rachel was surjirised at the cpiestion; for 
it was put solemnly, and betrayed no symptom 
/jI' iiony. 

“ Grapes of Gomorrah ! ” Rachel exclaimed ; 
“ ask rather, if strange fire, or a torn lamb, 
may be safely presented ,at the altar of Jeho¬ 
vah f But Sheshbaziar mocketh his hand- 
• maid. The curse is upon all the gjound of the 
cities of tho* jilain ; and fnoreover,*the grapes 
of Goniprrah are as bitter *as they are beauti¬ 
ful.* Even the wild goats turn away from the 
« * 
vfneS of Sodom,< What does n\y fether mean ? 

*. • 

The form of thy countenance changed ! Like 
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the spies, 1 will <;o to Eshcol or Engecli for 
clusters to j)rest‘iit before the Lord; for the 
Lord our God is a jealous God.” 

“ True, luy daugliter,” said Shesldiazzar; 
“ and if it would be sacrilege to present the 
grapes of Gomorrah in the waive-offering, be¬ 
cause they grow on the land of the curse, and 
have imbibed its bitterness; how must a jea¬ 
lous and holy God reject the homage of a 
)>roud spiiit! The fruits of that sjiirit draw 
their juices from a soil more deeply cursed 
than the Asphaltic,—and of which'' Gomor¬ 
rah, when in flames, was but a feeble em¬ 
blem.” 

“ But, Slheshbazzar,” said Rachel, “ to 
whom doe's this apply? Not to>-your spirit; 
for it is a veiled seraph, lowliest in itsflf when 
loftiest in its adoring contemplations.' And 
my spirit—i.s too weak to bt proud. I feel 
myself a more afom amidst infinity. 1 feel less 
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(liiyii notliiiig, when I realize tlie Infinite Spiiit 
of the universe.” 

“ It i.s well, my daughter; but what do you 
feel wlien you realize Him as the Holy One 
who inhabiteth eternity ? Haehel ! I never 
heard yon exclaim, God be merciful to me a 
sinner! Yon have called yourself an atom in 
the universe—an insect in (he solar blaze—an 
imperfect grape on the vine of being: any 
Ihing, but a sinner. It was not thus that 
Abraham, and Job, and Isaiah, felt before 
the Lord'. It is not thus that I feel. Yon 
think'me like the grapes jof Sibmah and En- 
gedi, ripe for the service of the heavenly 
temple. Ah, my daughter! nothing but ‘ the 
blood of the everlasting covenant ’ keeps me 
from despair; ancj there is nothing else be¬ 
tween j’ou and Tophet.” 

llaLhel trembled. She had never marked 
(* * ^ 

the humility of the Patriarchs, nor paused to 
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consider wliiit tlie soul and sin must be—'See¬ 
ing they required such an atonement. She 
retired weeping; and, for tlie first time, re¬ 
treated into Iter closet to pray for mkiicy 


However the first discoveries of the beauty of 
holiness may be made, and whatever may be 
the first motives which induce any one to de¬ 
sire to follow holiness, neither its nature nor 
its necessity arc rightly understood, until both 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ and the sanctify¬ 
ing grace of the Holy Spirit arc duly' con¬ 
sidered. Until we look to the blood of the 
Lamb and •the sanctification of the Spirit, aS' 
the only wlay of acqfuiring that holiness which 
constitutes meetness for heayen, no mpral sen- 

I 

timents, however pure, and no sense of the 
beauty of vrrtue, however delicate, amount to 
“a clean heart" or “a right spirit” towards 
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C.'o.l. Slio wlio carries her inquiries after tlie 
principles of true holiness no farther tlian just 
srouiul tlie circle of its duties, and o9er the 
surface of its proprieties, ill deserv'cs the high 
privilege of possessing a Rihle, and lias no 

right to call herself a Christian. 

* 

Ft is, indeed, both proper and necessary to 
sit at the feet of Jesus on the Blount of Olives, 
learning morality from his jirecepts : but it is 
Equally essential to sit at his feet in Gethsc- 
mane, where he trod the winc-pross of the 
wrath of God; and on Mount Calvary, where 
he mtvle his soul an offei'ing for sin ; learning 
there, also, the real evil of sin, and the infinite 
expense at whieh it is pardoned 'and taken 
away. 

Ijn saying this, > do not. forget nor under* 
value the sweet influence which holv example 
exerts over^some gentlt^and ingenuous spirits. 
Tlic Shunamito is not the only woman whose 
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attention and good will to [)if'ly liave b^en 
conciliated, in the first instance, by tlie weight 
and wcrtli of a ministerial character like Eli¬ 
sha’s. Day after day, she saw the propliet 
moving about in Ids sphere of public duty, 
like a commissioned angel, with equal meek¬ 
ness and patience; happy in his work, and 
transparent in all his character; and this con¬ 
trast between Elisha and hirelings, led her 
to cultivate his friendship. “ She said unto 
her husband. Behold now, 1 perceive that 
this is an holy man of God, which passoth by 
tis continually : let Us make a little chamber 
on the wall, I pray thee; and set there for him 
abed, and a table, and a stool, and a candle¬ 
stick.” 

In like manner, the lovel / character of ex¬ 
emplary parents and friends, has often sug- 
gested the first idea of the beauty of holiness, 
and excited the first desire to be holy. The 
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siii-ljlf reflection, “ I slioiiUl so like to re- 

• 

senible llieni,” lias not unf’requently led to 
jiiiitation. But imitation, whenever it has been 
atteinj)ted on a large scale, has soon compelled 
to an examination of the secret springs of emi¬ 
nent holiness. 'I’hc wu*nt of success, or the 
waywardness ol some temper, makes the 
young candidate pause and ask, why she could 
not equal lier models, nor realize her own 
wishes. Slic exjjccted to be as much a he¬ 
roine in practice and perseverance, as she felt 
herself to be in llieory. She took for granted, 
that ghe had only to resftlve and try, in order 
to be as good, as amiable, as holy, and happy 
in religion, as the friends she adtnired most; 
but the fouB aspirant after high moral excel- 
lence, soon found out that it was not so easdy 
attained as she imagined, and that she herself 
was not so string in principle *as she snp- 
f)#>sed. 
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This discovery is always the result of lioicst 
endeavours to be very like very lovely Chris- 
tia'iis. „lt is, however, a most important dis; 
eovery. It may stop effort for a time, and 
even discourage hope not a little; but it leads 
to such an observation of the jjiinciples and 
motives of those wo have failed to copy, as 
soon explains our failure. The discovery of 
our own weakness is followed by' a discovery 
of the secret of their strength and success. Wc 
cease to wonder, (however we may continue 
to weep,) that we made so little progress, when 
we resolved (o be as good as the best; fpr we 
both resolved and tried in our own strength ; 
or with such a vague reference to the grace of 
God for help, that success was impossible. It 
cpuld not be otherwise, whilst the cross of 
Christ was to us only a solemn fact in sacred 
history, and the work of (lie Holy Spirit 
merely a cardinal article of the creed. Not (n 
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tli's tame form did these groat triitlis stand 
(we saw !) before the minds of those we ad- 
n)ired and wistied to resemble. We, disco¬ 
vered that the Cross and Grace were tlie only 
pillars on which their hopes rested ; the very 
poles upon which tlnJir habits and spirits 
turned : the very source and centre of all their 
religion and morality. Tliis, wo saw, made 
the differeine between them and us. 

These are invaluable lessons in experience, 
whether acquired in this way, or by some 
other process. They are, however, incom- 
pleto| lesions, whilst tliey only lead us to per¬ 
fect our theology, by bringing' it up to tlie 
standard of eminent Christians, it is, indeed, 
well to tal»e care that 'both the* Cross and 
Grace Jiave all t^jat prominence in our creed 
winch* they hold in their creed. It is wise to 
mar'k minutely‘how they glory hi the Cross, 

t • 

qjid depend on (he Spirit, at every step and 


c. ."I 
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Stage of their piety. It is, however, (/jiite 
possible to embrace the faith of the saints, be¬ 
cause it is their fuilli, without embracing it for 
tlieir chief reasons. Tliey glory only in the 
cross of Christ because they are sinners. This 
is their first and chief reason for believing as 
they do. 

I pray your attention to tiiis fart. Your 
pious friends are not, indeed, uninfluenced by 
otlier considerations than tlieir own sinfulness, 
in thus making tlie Atonement “ all and all,” 
as the ground of their hope. They are much 
influenced by the cxiimple of the great 'cloud 
of witnesses around the throne; all of whom 
washed thei." robes and made them white in 
the blood di the Larrib : by the exa.mple of the 
innumerable company of angels; all of whom 
also look into the sufferings of Christ with un¬ 
tiring wonder and intense admiration : and 
especially by the example of the Father, who 
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(■(j^iif.s tho ('ross llie glory of his worul go- 
vcrniiifinf; and of the’lloly Gliost, who con¬ 
fines ins agency to tiio cxliibition ami aj)plfca- 
tlon of the things of Christ, for the glory of 
Christ. All these considerations are botli 
load-stars and leading-sftars, to bring and bind 
the confidence of your friends to the Lamb of 
God. They often help their faith, by remem¬ 
bering liowk the noble army of martyrs shook 
the flames and tlie scaffold with the shout, 
“None but Clirist!” and by listening to the 
New Song', as it swells for ever louder from all 
the IJarps of heaven. IJven the historic truth 
and the moral triumphs of the doctrine of the 

O 

Cross, have no small influence in confirming 
the faith of the saints in the sacrifice of C’hri.st. 
They ^re glad, tqp, that the wisdom of philo¬ 
sophy" is foolishness, and the inspiration of 
poefry tamenes#, compared with Ihe sublimity 
aiid clorv of the Cross. 



Still, wliilst all these considerations li?ve 
much weight with intelligent and devoted 
Clflristiqns, they are most influenced by a det’|) 
sense of their own personal guilt and danger. 
They feel their need of such a Saviour as 
the Latnb of God. They not only see that 
there is nothing but the blood of Christ to 
cleanse from sin : they see also that nothing 
else could cleanse them from t/icir-sins. 

Now, I need hardly say to you that the 
Christians you admire most, were not greater 
sinners, before their conversion, than others. 
In general, they had /:juite as fair a cha‘;acter 
as their neighbours, so fur as morals were con¬ 
cerned. They were not, therefore, driven into 
their deep* self-condemnation, noc into their 
fear of perishing, by having been worse than 
others. How, then, came they to think, and 
feel, and act towards the Saviour, just as if 
they had been the very chief of sinners ? You 
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ku#w lliat lliey are not pretending, when they 

• 

adapt humiliating confessions, nor wlien they 
Ipok with streaming eyes and hleeding»hearts 
to the Cross. The real secret is this; they 
know their own hearts; watch their own con¬ 
sciences ; test their own* spirits; and thus see 
and feel their natural alienation from God 
What pains, humbles, and alarms them chiefly 
is, the awfSl want of love to God, which 
^narked their early history; and the sad weak¬ 
ness of their love to Him, since they believed 
that “God is Love.” Hence, they can hardly 
coiicjve liow their ingratitude and insensibi¬ 
lity^ can either be forgiven or removed. Even 
•with all the glories and grace of the Cross be¬ 
fore them, tllty find no small difficulty in try- 
ing to. hope for tl«eir own salvation ; because 
neither that salvation itself, nor the amazing 
sacrifice at whiert it was provided, fias such an 
influence over them, as they know it oughk to 
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liuve. Thus they find causes of fear or Lus- 
picioii, even in tlie very grounds of hope; be- 
cause those grounds do not affect and interest 
them more fully. It is, therefore, their sins 
against the Cross, quite as much as the sins 
which made the sacrifice of the Cross neces¬ 
sary, that makes them feel so self-condemned. 
They see enough, and more than enough, to 
condemn them, in the way they ‘have treated 
the Atonement made to save them. Thu.s, 
there is neither pretence nor parade in their 
humility. They do—cling to the Cross, not 
only because they Wish to be holy, bu' also 
because they are conscious that they deserve 
the wrath to come. They glory in it, not 
merely that they may be sanclifietl, soul, body, 
end spirit; but also that they may be plucked 
as brands from the burning. The peril of pe¬ 
rishing, as well as the love of holiness, influ¬ 
ences both their conduct and spirit. 
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No w, uulc'sg lliese he your reasons for giv- 

• 

iiig tlie Cross a liitrlier place in your estociu 
than it had at first, you cannot have •“ lik*e 
precious faith” in it with your pious friends; 
nor can it liave all that holy influence upon 
you which it has tipon them. You must trust 
it as a sinner, if you would liave it trans¬ 
form you into a saint. Y ou must flee to it as 
the only reftige of the I.o.st, as well as the 
^nlv remedy of tlie unholy. 

You see this, 1 hope. I am quite sure you 
will consider it. It may not be altogether 
jrleasalit oi plain to you fft the first; but you 
have already thought so much about Christ, 

hud that too for a holy purpo.so, tliat^ou cannot 

• • 

stop now. roar sense of duty, and your desire 
to be truly pious, cue too strong, to allow vou 
to halt half-way between Sinai and Calvary. 
1 will, therefore, suppose^ at once, that even this 
nigJit you will retire to your closet, and bow 
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down before God, as a penitent, and not mdiely 
as a candidate for immortality; as a sinner, 
necdiwg deliverance from the wrath to corny, 
and not merely as an imperfect being, needing 
only im[)rovcment. Remember!—there are 
none in heaven, but 'those who came to the 
Mercy-scat, in this spirit, and for this purpose. 
This is, also, the very spirit of all those on 
earth, whose piety you most admitb. 

Now, I should not at all wonder (however 
much you may) if, on taking this view of your 
own case, you find yourself led into self-ab- 
liorrence and self-abhsement, as well ai into 
self-condemnation. It would not surprise me 
in the least, to hear you cry, “ Behold, I am 
vile : unclean, unclean ; God be* merciful to 

ij,ie a sinner!” Nay; 1 slwuld not be.much 

, < 

startled, even if you were so alarmed, at first, 
by the discovery of your own alienation from 
God, as to be unable for a time, to hope or 
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ing'y, you deem it better, as you really wish 
to serve him, to take sweet and soothing views 
oC liis cliaracter; to dwell cliiefly upyn Ihs 
love and mercy ; to realize God as a Father, 
and to lely upon Him as a Friend. And, in 
one sense, you are right*in judging thus. In¬ 
deed, it is to this lovely view of the Divine 
character 1 want to bring and bind ail your 
thoughts aiwl affections. Nothing is further 
.from my intention, than terrifying you at the 
God with whom you have to do. I would teach 
you to lay your head upon His knee—yea, to 
lean |t upon his bosom—js calmly, and as con¬ 
fidingly and as cheerfully, as ever you hung 
upon a father’s neck, or reclined .upon a mo¬ 
ther’s bosom. It is not*your plcftsing ideas 
of God I want Ip interfere with. I am not 
Jewing you to cpiestion the truth of them ; 
but’to question* your own rigfit or warrant to 
ttike such views of God, whilst your views of 


II 3 
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the Saviour are so imperfect. Now, tliey are 
very imperfect, if you see and seek in His 
merits nothing more than weights to turn the 
scale of mercy in your favour; or to make up 
the defects of your own obedience. This is 
not making Christ “ all and all” in salvation. 
This is not glorying in the Cross only. This 
is making Christ but half a Saviour! 

You may not intend this; nor yet be aware, 
exactly, that such views of the Lamb of God 
do not warrant confidence in the love, nor 
hope in the mercy, of God. Such views, how¬ 
ever, do not warrant* either. They are j^etter 
than Socinian views, which embrace jjothing 
but the exEvmple of Christ ; and better than 
legal principles, which look for mercy as the 
reward of good works, independently of,Christ. 
I readily allow this, and even wish you to 
attach very great importance to the great dif¬ 
ference which thus exists between your creed 
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and Socinianism. You regard tlie Saviour as 
God manifest in the fles*li, and his death as a 
real sacrifice for sin. You wonder hqjv aiTy 
one can pretend to believe the Bible, and yet 
deny tlie Divinity and atonement of Christ. 
You feel, tliat were ycAi to treat Chri.st as 
merely a good man and'a great martyr, you 
would have no scriptural right or warrant to 
regard God «s a Father, or even to hope in His 
•mercy. So, then, there are some views of 
Christ so low, and so unlike the Bible, that 
you yourself would not venture to hope, if you 
held jhem. At least, yo» see clearly that they 
do not go far enough to justify hope in God. 

Now, we shall come to the point of my ar¬ 
gument with* you. 1 have chcerfufly allowed, 
that both your opinion of (Christ, and your de¬ 
pendence upon him, go much farther than So- 

. . . . • • .' 

cinianism or Le|;alism ; but the cfuestion is,— 

• • 

Dg) they go far enough to warrant you to take 
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those encouraging views of God which, you 
say, are essential, if you would either love oi 
sSrve him well ? Now, you yourself will allow, 
that if your dependence upon Christ come as 
far short of the degree in which Paul and tiie 
first Christians depended on Him, as Socini- 
anisra comes short of what you believe, then 
you too are wrong, and reckoning witliout 
your host, whilst taking for granted that you 
are welcome to hope as much as you like in 
God. Why are you not as much afraid to dif¬ 
fer from Paul, as you would be to agree with 
Priestley ? Weigh this cjuestion ; for tlfere is 
almost as great a difference between your de¬ 
pendence a!,d Paul’s, as there is between your 
opinion arid Priestldy’s. You may not have 
intended, nor even suspected, this; but it is 
true. Yes ; and the contrast is not between 
you and Paal only ; it is between you and all 
the dead in Christ. Your song of redemption 
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is iiOt the “ New Song” of the Redeemed in 
heaven. Your heart is not in unison with the 
lyirps before the throne, whilst you can.spesfk 
or think about tlie blood of the Lamb as a 
balance for your defects and imperfections. 
There is no such sentinient in the oracles of 
God on earth, or in the lips of saints in heaven. 
There, all the glory of salvation is ascribed to 
tlic Lamb slhin. 

Now, it is this sense of debt to the Atone¬ 
ment, and this degree of dependence upon 
Christ, that 1 want you to cultivate as your 
warrant and welcome ttf fill your whole soul 
“ ^ith all the fulness" of God’s paternal love 
and tenderness. But neither tliis sense of 
debt, nor tins exclusive dependence, can ever 

be fcL, whilst yoti avoid to think of God a 

<■ . 

the i.iviNG God : and this—vou do ! 

• . . 

Are yo^ surprised ^t this charge ? Do you 

sfisjject that I attach any mystical meaning to 
the «cri|itural expression, V the Living God?” 
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I do not. 1 mean nothing more by it, in^'ic- 
gard to all tlie perfections of the Divine cha¬ 
racter,- tlian you mean in regard to some of 
them. I think tliem all equally alive and 
lively : but you do not. You do not, indeed, 
think the justice of ^od dead ; nor the holi¬ 
ness of God dead ; nor the jealousy of God 
dead. You revolt at the bare idea, and feel it 
to bo vulgar, if not profane, to use the word 
“ dead” in any connexion with God. I am' 
glad you feel thus afraid of the word : let your 
fear extend also to the thing. 

Look, then, at all that you mean by the^word 
“ living,” when you connect it with the Lqve, 
the Mercy, or the Grace of God. There, you 
give it a wide and warm meaning'. The ever- 
qnduring life and liveliness of these lovely 
perfections, you believe and admire. Were 
they dead—i-all your hopes 'would die too. 
And well they might 1 A God without Ice 
or mercy, would be as useless to us rs a dead 
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or dumb idol: for as He would do nothing for 
IIS, it would be the same to us as if He could 
do nothing for us. 

I keep as fast hold, you see, as you can, 
upon all that you admire in the Divine cha- 
racter. 1 am equally afraid with yourself (in¬ 
deed, I can as little afford as you) to lose sight 
of even one ray of His infinite love. Like you, 
1 rejoice with joy unspeakable, that it livcih, 
*and abideth for ever, in all the lustre and 
warmth of its original glory. But then—so 
does also the holiness, tlie justice, the integrity 
of GSd ! These, too, are’ without variableness 
or ,the shadow of turning. But you do not 
rejoice in them. You are even afraid of them. 
You do not* allow yourself to exclude them 
from the charactei* of God, nor to treat ther* 


as if they were dead : but their life is ,not 

• * • 

much connected with ypur hopes. You do not 


f 

csft-e to look often at the Holiness and .Justice 



84 


A nAl'CiHTEll’s 


of God, as they live and move and have tiieir 
being in the Gospel. 

Nolv, this is what I meant, when I charged 
you with avoiding to think of God as the 
living God. Yon do not think him as much 
alive to the glory of his justice and holiness, as 
to the glory of his grace and mercy : and the 
consequence is,—you do not feel all a sinner’s 
need of the blood of Christ, holiness and 
justice had, however, quite as much to do with 
the Atonement, and it with them, as love or 
mercy had, or they with it: and just because 
you have to do with'both, and both with you. 
Think of this ! 

And now, just suppose for a moment, that 
you had to deal only with the strict justice and 
•‘he perfect holiness of Jeh'ovah : how, tn that 
case, would you use the blood of Atonement ? ' 

I 4 ' 

What stress would you lay upoq it, if you 
kqew nothing about any love or mercy iVut 
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just what implied ? Would you, then, em¬ 
ploy it only as a weigh! to turn the scale in 
favour of your soul and your services^ Vo 
you not see, yea, feel, through all your spirit, 
that you would require to plead the merits of 
the Atonement, even inf order to be allowed 
to serve God? Ye.s, in order to be permitted 
to serve Him at all! 

We think* it a very great thing indeed wlien 
.we are willing to serve God at all; and thus 
we are ready to take for granted, that he must 
be well pleased whenever we really try to serve 
him.^ And, in one sense, all this is very true. 
But, how came any one to be willing to serve 
God acceptably ? How came God to be will¬ 
ing to accept any service -from fallen man on 
earth ? This does pot take place in hell. Fallen 
angel^ are neither made willing, nor allowed to 
serve God. Why? No atone’ment opened a 
npw and living way to God for them. Christ 
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took not upon liim their sins nor their nati re 
and therefore they would not be permitted to 
i:y the service of God, even if they were in¬ 
clined, which tliey are not. 

Here, then, is the point at which you should 
begin to re-study your own need of the Atone¬ 
ment. Yon want it first to warrant you even 
to speak unto God in prayer, about either your 
own salvation or His service. Fo”, what right 
have you or any one to pray for mercy, or to 
offer yourself as His servant? Not the sha¬ 
dow of a right, from what you are, nor from 
what you can do. H.ad not Christ taken upon 
him your nature and your doom, as a fallen 
creature, you durst no more have prayed, or 
served, than fallen angels dare. .You owe all 
the opportunity you have, and all the jnclina- 
tion you feel, entirely to His sacrifice. But 
for it, there would have been no more means 
or aids of grace cn earth, than there is in hell 
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''’ou really must not allow yourself to be led 
away from a full sight ai?d sense of your need 
of Christ, by the circumstances of the worhL 
You sec, indeed, something as natural and re¬ 
gular in the means of grace, as if Christianity 
were the religion of Mature; for the Gos¬ 
pel takes little children’ into the school of 
Christ, and makes as much use of all that 
creation or providence afl’ords to illustrate sal¬ 
vation, as of ^11 that heaven and eternity fur¬ 
nish to commend it. This is, indeed, a world 
almost as full of the goodness and glory of 
God» as if it were neither a rebel nor a fallen 
world. The system of religious means and 
motives, which is around you, is fJso as much 
adapted to ',^ie faculties and condition of men, 
as we could well imagine a system of mental 
discipline or moral government to be, to angels 

or a newly mad^ world of hutnaH beings; for 

• * 

ik touches man at every punt of his nature, 
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circumstances, and time. But all this, instead 

of being allowed to lifde from you the real or 

tl'.e full place which Christ holds in the eco- 

«» 

nomy of human affairs, should illuminate that 
place, and make him appear “ all and all ” in 
the whole array of temfporal, intellectual, social, 
moral, and providential good, which beams and 
breathes around you. For it is all here, just 
because, and only because. He kefAt or brought 
it here by his Mediation on our, behalf. But, 
for that, all temporal blessings would have 
been as much withdrawn from the earth, as 
they are from hell; apd our world would have 
been as destitute of means or motives to be 
religious, as,is the prison of fallen angels. It 
is not, theitefore, your actual sins only, nor- the 
plagues of your heart alone, that create your 

41 

absolute and equal need of a Saviour, in com¬ 
mon with the w’orst. You arcone of a fallen 
and guilty race; 'one of an apostate and iiq- 
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pure family; and one of tliem by your own 

acts and inclinations, as well as by descent and 

• 

inberitance. You have, therefore, no personal 
right to cherish the shadow of a hope, hor to 
offer a prayer or a service unto God. You 

owe it entirely to tl>e Atonement, that you are 

0 

allowed to worship or bow down before Jeho¬ 
vah, either as a suppliant or as a servant. Do 
not lose sight, therefore, of your own condi¬ 
tion, by looliing round upon characters inferior 
*to yourself. Many, alas, are far inferior both 
in their habits and spirit; but still, you are 
not so much above the worst of either sex, as 
you ^re beneath the standard of both the 
D4'ino image and law. Besides, what is it to 
'you, whatever others are ? You are guilty 

p • 

and unholy in your own wa^ and degree: and 
for no guilt, defect, vanity, folly, or evil, rS 
heart or_ character, is there any remedy or 
remission, ^ut in the Wood of the Lamb. 
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The following Allegory will, perhaps, illus¬ 
trate this Essay. Jn all but her dilemma, 1 
commend Miriam to your imitation. Alas, 
she did not convert Jared. 

Jared and Miriam sat together by “ the 
waters of Shiloah that go softly.” The setting 
sun flushed the calm rivulet as it flowed on 
towards the reservoir of the temple. 

“ There, Jared,” said Miriam, “ is an em¬ 
blem of my church. The Jordan discharges 
itself into the Dead Sea; but the waters of 
Shiloah terminate in the Temple of God. Oh ! 
that we, like the fountains of this sacred stream, 
mingling their waters, could unite in senti¬ 
ment, and thus flow calmly on to the heavenly 

temple of God and the Lamb. But as I can- 

*1 

not return to Judaism, and you will not quit 
•t—we can never be ‘ one spirit.’ ” 

“ Miriam, my own Miriam ! you must return 
to the God of our fathen. Know y.ou not that 
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the ‘ ANATHEMA mauanatha’ oC the Sanhedrim 
will be pronounced on you, from the chair of 
Moses, at the next new moon ? Surely you 
yill not, by obstinacy, incur the ffreaf Excom¬ 
munication of the sanctuary. Wliy slioukl 
you imagine yourself wiser than the elders of 
Judah ? Let me lead you back to ‘ the horns 
of the altar,’ to ratify your vows to God and 
to me.” 

“ Jared!* said Miriam, solemnly and firmly, 

“ the great excommunication of the Sanhedrim 
will sound to me as did the threatenings of 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, to Hezekiah ;— 
as ‘ faging waves of the’sea, foaming out their 
o\^n shame.’ I shall pity the Boanergeses, 
and despise their thunders. And as to my 
vows unto you, they are inviolate; although 
their .fulfilment is*dclayed.by circumstances, J 
have no wish to retract mv betrothment; and 
if 1 had, J know not, that Christianity would 
Stinclion the breach.” 
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“ The blessing of the God of Jacob be on 

* 

you for this assurance, Miriam! but I cannot 
think well of your hardihood; it is not the 
herois'fn it seems to be.” 

“ No, Jared; nor is it the /boZ-hardiness 
which you would insinuate! But, forgive me; 
I will not take offence. You mistake my new 
motives, and thus misunderstand my new 
character. I, however, cling to the cross of 
Christ, as if nailed to it, because Tsee nothing 
else between me and hell. My guilty and un-' 
holy soul can only be pardoned or purified by 
the blood of the Lamb of God ; and, therefore, 
by that fountain I must—I will abide, even if, 
like Abel, my own blood should crimson tJie 
Aceldama.” 

“ Miriam ! you amaze and confound me. 
This is absolute raving. A priestess of Aj’ollo 
could not be more extravagant when rushing 
from the Tripod. Your ovAlty and unholy soul, 
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Mir'am! How can you thus asperse your 
own pure nature and cliafacter ? Your soul is 
pure as the snow upon the loftiest sumnyts of 
Lebanon;—at least, its only taint is heresy; 
and that stain will soon be effaced by ‘ the 
wafers of purification,' in the temple. Only 
quit the CiJJiisn.iN.s, aiid*l shall soon rejoice 
over you, as in the days of old; singing this 
song to the Jiarp of Judah, ‘Though ye have 
t>in among the pots, yet sliall ye be as the 
wings of a dove covered with silver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold. Selaii !’ You, 
Miriam, unholy ! It is as if the dew of the 

morning were to c harge itself with impurity.” 

«• 

“ Jared, and could the dew, even on Her- 
mon, speak, it would acknowledge that it was 
formed^ from tartlijy exhalations, and derived 
its purity from the heavens. And as to your 

song of triumph,*you will nevei* b» warranted, 

• • 

ifj quit the cross, to sing ii over me; ‘the 
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wings of a dove ’ are not given to the so«l*tlwt 
it may ‘ flee away’ from Calvarv. No; and 
'were, my wings like those of the seraphim, 
' full of eyes,’ their starry radiance would soon 
be extinguished, like the glories of Luoifkr, 
were 1 to cease frdm following the Lamh. 
But, Jared, you think lightly of sin; you do 
not see its evil, nor feel its malignity. You 
regard nothing as siu, but immo^iality ; and 
nothing as corruption, but vice ; and, becaus:: 
my character is as unimt'eachable as you 
suppose, you suspect me of feigned humility 
and extravagant penitence. These be faj; from 
me! I would that I were more humble and 

contrite ; but always rationally—scripturally 
»♦ 

SO. 

“ Well, Miriam, what do^you mean bj sin ? 

You surely do not imagine that your buoyant 
, 1 

spirits and'natural sprightlin'ess are criminal. 
And as you have always honoured your pa- 
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rents, and kept the law from your youth up¬ 
ward, what have you to repent of? Your only 
sill has been against me; and you persist,in it 
by delaying our marriage. I wish you would 
repent of t/iis sin; and as John the Baptist 
■said, ‘ bring forth fruits nftet for repentance.’” 

“ Jared, be serious; my*repentance towards 
God has no small or slight connexion with 
you. Until •of late, I loved you wore than 
Con. This melancholy fact weighs heavily on 
my conscience.” 

“ fhitil of late ! And of late, then, Miriam, 
you liave conquered the liaJiit of loving me. Is 

this what I am to understand?” 

% 

„ “ No ! Jared ; nor have you the shadow of a 
reason to susyteci it. I, indeed, love^Jod meyre 
than formerly,•but J do not fovc you less than 
usual. * I feel more solicitude—tender, intense 

soliciiude* in ycftir behalf, thah over. And, 

• • 

siij;ely, you would not have»me to love you 
more than God !” 
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“ Certainly not: that be far from me'i Mi¬ 
riam!” 

” “ 4nd yet, Jared, yon, alas! love me far 

more than yon love God; and is not that sin¬ 
ful and symptomatic of an unholy heart? You 
could not, indeed, loTe God more Ijy loving me 
less; but supreme love to Him would regidate 
your love to me without at all lessening its 
cordiality. Oh, consider how wc have alien¬ 
ated our hearts from God hitherto! We lived 
as if Jehovah had no claims upon our affec¬ 
tion, or only such claims as the ceremonial law 
could satisfy. I appeal to your own consci¬ 
ence ! How often, even while engaged in the 
duties of religion, ‘ God was not in all ou- 
thoughtsi’ We went to the Temple and the 
Synagogue to meet each v other on the Sab¬ 
bath, and while our lips joined in the songs of 
Zion, our thoughts centred m ourselves. We 
regularly witnessed the sacrifices on the great 
T>AY or ATONEMENT ; blit OUT loinds weri' 
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wli^Ily taken up witli tlie sublime music of 
tlie silver trumpets, and’tlie simple majesty of 

the Levitical processions around the ^oldta- 

< 

altars. We partook of tlie passover for the 
mere pleasure of eating together. Often have 
wc sat under tin's palm-tree while the priests 
were drawing water from* the fountains of Shi- 
loah, and ‘ pouring it out before the Lord;’ but 
we marked •only their picturesque beauty, and 
.felt only the, transport of enjoying the scene 
together. And at the hours of the morning and 
evening sacrifice, while we repeated the pray¬ 
ers, we did not ‘ pray iij the spirit.’ Jared ! 
we lived for each other—not for the glory of 
God. This is the ffuilf which li#s heavily on 
my conscieiKie; these are some of»the melan¬ 
choly facts v'Jiich^convince* me that my soul is 
natuftilly unholy ; and so is your soul." 

" Wfll, Miriam, suppose I» grfint all This: 
see ye nof what the concession involves? No- 

K 
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thing less than the duty of your returnn to 
Judaism ; for if you a.e guilty by not honour- 
Hg th,^ sacrifices sufficiently, liow great must 
your guilt become by neglecting and renounc¬ 
ing them entirely ! You are caught—you 
are completely entangled in your own net, 
Miriam ! ” 

“ Ah, Jared, I had hoped, from the serious¬ 
ness with which you listened to my confes¬ 
sions, that you were joining in them for your¬ 
self . I am disappointed ; but, notwithstand¬ 
ing, I will answer you. I am not at all in¬ 
volved in deeper guilt by neglecting the sacri- 
fice.s. They never w’ere a real, but a typical 
atonement for sin; and, now that the Lamb of 
God is slain for the sin of the worl(J, to honour 
them would be to dishonour Him. _ On my own 
principles, therefore, a return from the glorious 
SUBSTANCE tq the shadows of Y, woulG render 
my guilt unpardonable. Besides, were it safe 
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to return, wliat a loss of enjoyment I slionid 
sustain ! The transition«from the cross to your 
altars again, would be to me as Mount Moriali 
would be to Abraham, now that he has spent 
ages in Paradise; as the cloticl on Sinai would 
be to Moses, now that 'he has communed with 
Jehovah ‘ in light full of ^lory as the wilder¬ 
ness to the whole church of the first-born in 
heaven, noiv that they are without spot before 
the tlirone of God and of the Lamb. I do not 
affect what I do not feel; those spirits of Just 
men made perfect would lose only a jjart of 
then' bliss by exchangipg worlds; but were 1 

to exchange the cross for the altar, all my 

• 

happiness would change into ‘ a fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation.’ For, 
if ‘ he that»des[psed Mos’es’ law died without 
mer<?y, of how much sorer punishment, sup¬ 
pose ^e, shaff he be thought, worthy* who 
^th troSden underfoot th^ Son of God, and 
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counted the blood of the covenant an unholy 
thing ? ’ ” 

‘ Your reasonings would be powerful, Miriam, 

t ^ 

and your solemn conclusions just, were your 
jiremises true. But a truce to this theological 
warfare ; it would suit Sanhedrim of Raubins 
litter than it doe.s a young man and a maidetv 
of Israel, under the shade of a palm-tree, on 
the banks of Sliiloah. It was not exactly thus 
that Jacob and Rachel reasoned amongst ‘ the , 
green pastures,’ and by ‘ the still waters ’ of 
Padanaram.” 

“ But it is thus they reason now, Jared, 
where ‘ the Lamb himself leads them to living 
fountains of ,water ’ in heaven; and all the 
armies of heaven unite with theiri, in admir¬ 
ing and adoring the" Lamb of Gcvl. Besides, 
Rachel had no occasion to reason with Ja'fcob ; 
his heart was.right witli God, a>nd his s'oul sUfe 
for eternity.” 
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“ Which mine are not ! you would say, 
Miriam.” 

“ Which MINE vjere not, Jared, until I was 

0 

reconciled to God, by the cross of Christ. 
Until the love of Christ won my lieart, I was 
utterly unfit for lieaveiii for I had hardly otje 
sentiment or feeling in harmony with the en¬ 
joyments or the engagements of Paradise. As 
a matter of, taste, I had, certainly, revelled in 
,lhe visions of Immoutalii y, when it was illu- 
minuted by the Gospel, before 1 believed that 
Gospel. I could not resist the poetical attrac¬ 
tions of the Christian heaven. Its thrones of 
* 

light, crowns of glory, harps of gold, palms of 
victory, and its many mansions ^f bliss, fixed 
my imagination, and elevated njy soul. I 
wished sucl)^ an ^ inheritaifce of glory. 1 felt 
that sa different heaven would not satisfy mff. 

I saw, 'too, that it was ‘ AUrahara’s bosom’ 
opened; the heaven of the Fathers unveiled. 
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This lieigliteiied its iascinations; hut, at tliat mo¬ 
ment, 1 discovered that 1 was utterly mijit for it. 
1 desired a crown of glory, hut felt that 1 could 
not place it at the foot of the Lamu ;—a har|) 
of gold, but not to sing the ‘ Ni:w Soxo — 
a palm of victory, but not to wave it in tlie 
train of Christ ! My. proud heart revolted at 
the bare idea of such subjection to Him. I 
said, in my haste. Were all this honour conjined 
to Jehovali, tlie Christian heaven would be my 
choice; but to r/juitfe the honour, by worship¬ 
ping the Lamb !—1 spurned the thought. And 
yet, Jaiied, I did not feel at ease in doing so. 
1 had misyiviiigs of heart, as well as jrrejudices ; 
and, in order to calm my fears, 1 was compelled 
to express unto Jehovah my supreme regard 
to his glory, and iny sincere veneration of hi 
authority. These, I said, were my sole reasc.rs 
for rejecting the, Gospel. Tlif^n I b.-gart to 
strengthen these reasons, by studying the 



1'It 1 N C 11’ LKS AN A I. Y ZF,I). 


103 


l)iv,iNE Chahacteh ; f'oi still tlie Christian 
heaven kept its hold upon my heart. I could 
not forget its scenes and society. I felt as if 
I Vas not right. 1 therefore plunged, as it were, 
into the contemplation of the Divine character. 
Then, 1 saw, 1 fell, thjt I could not ‘stand 
before God.’ It Hashed upon me with all the 
keenness of sensation, that I could not bear to 
see Got) as^he is! Ills holiness and justice 
appeared to me like tlie dark side of the Slie- 
chinal pillar to the Egyptians, overwlielming ! 
And yet, it was ‘the hr.aufij of his holiness,’ it 
was the glory of his justice, that overwhelmed 
me. I saw not, 1 felt not, at the time, tlieir 
terrors. One deep, calm, solernij, awful con- 
' iction penetrated and pervaded,my whole 

soul; it was, that T could tiof hear an Etbk- 

• • 

Nil V m the presence o/Je'hovaii ! 1 had never" 
thought^f this iicfore, but tal^n ^for grafted, 
tliat, if I*only were 'admitted to lieaven, all 
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would be right. But when 1 considered that 1 
had no delight in tlte character of God, and 
tliat ,he could not love nor approve this state 
of mind, I saw, at a glance, that, while niy 
heart was thus dead to his excellence, I could 
have no communion'with Him, nor with tlic 
spirits who were alive to it. Tjibn —then, 
Jared, came tlie inquiry—How can I be recon¬ 
ciled unto God ? How can I become such a 
character, that He can look upon me, and I 
upon Him, with complacency, for ever and 
ever ? ” 

“ Go on, Miriam,.this view of the matter is 
almost new to me.” 

“ To mo, Jared, it was altogether new. 
Until the fmmortality brought to light by the 
Gospel, drew my s6ul within^ the,veil, and con¬ 
fronted me, in thought, with Jehovah, I hau no 
idea"that 1 \\'as‘unjit for an eternity of‘Ids'pre¬ 
sence in heaven;, for I had never bcfoie paused 
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to cc’isider, tlmt, when he shall be seen ‘ as he 
IS,’ theii the light which Mveals him, will reveal 
the evil of sin, in all its enormity—and ‘ the 
beauties of holiness,’ in all their glory. But, 
to see sin tijiis, and feel its princi|)lps within 
me! to see holiness thus^ and not feel all its 
principles within me ! would render the Divine 
jiresence intolerable. Heaven could not make 
me ha])py under such circumstances. 

“ Well might the Pro|)het exclaim, ‘ Who 
can stand bel'ore this Holy Lord God ! ’ Jared ! 

‘ 1 could not stand before yon, without con¬ 
fusion of face and heart too, were I conscious 

of not loving you as I ought. How over- 

* 

^helming then would an eternity ok the Divine 

* 

presence be, without the consciousness of entire 
and intense lov^ to jGod ! I felt this—and felt, 
too, that 1 neither had, nor could produce such 
love to Kim. Tllie necessity <»f ij was Self- 
evident, buf the acquisition of k seemed impos¬ 
sible.’ Thus my own consource shut me o\it 
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of heaven. But, by this process, Goi's was 
‘ shutting me up unt6 the faith.’ Accordingly, 
the moment I .saw that, by believing his testi¬ 
mony concerning Christ, 1 should be justified 
and adopted, and thus placed under the sancti¬ 
fying influences of his Spirit, I found it impos¬ 
sible not to love God. My way was then clear : 
and now 1 see clearly how the perfection of the 
atonement will give eternal peace to the con¬ 
science, and secure such purity of soul, that the 
open vision of God will neither overpower nor 
embarrass the followers of the Lamb.” 

“ Miriam, Paul should have made an excep¬ 
tion in your favour, and suffered you to speak 
in the Church. I will certainly suffer you to 
speak at uomo, if you are always thus eloquent. 

1 love eloquenceand althougl I dislike your 
Gospel, as you call it, I will not contradict "you. 
You shall ha'fe your own 'way in religion. 
Can you wish for more from ‘ a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews ? ’" Mir.• m wept! 
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EMlil.EMS OF IIOI.INESS. 

It was, indeed, a Poet who compared “ the 
beauties of Holiness” to “ the dew of the morn¬ 
ing ; ” but tjje comparison is not a poetical 
ligense. It is poetry of the highest order ; but 
it is also sober fact. The Harp of Juda breathed 
it in music; but an inspired hand swept the 
strings. David was a Prophet as well as a 
poet; and, therefore, we are both warranted 
and bound to say, when he pjedicts the 
number or thg beauty of the Ohurjh, under 
the emblem of jnorning dew,»—“ The prophecy 
came »K>t in old time by thfi will of man ; but 
holy raen-»of God, spake as they were mc#ed 
by the Hol^ Ghost.” 'Thus i^ was the Eter- 
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nal Spirit who suggested and sanctioned the 
comparison : and as he is both tlie autiior and 
fininber of all true Holiness, we may be quite 
sure that dew is neither a false nor a fanciful 
emblem of its beauty. Besides, splendid as 
Old Testament emblems of Holiness are, they 
are not so splendid as those which occur in 
the New Testament. The Apostles <^0 far 
beyond the Prophets, in emblazoning Holi¬ 
ness. Thev assert its suhlimitij, as well as its 
beauty. “ We all, with open face, beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image,/row plonj to (jlory, even 
as by tlie Spirit of the Lord.” Thus Paul 
represents growth in grace as growth in glory,; 
or progre:sive sanctification on ncarth as akin 
to progressive glory in hejiven Neither the 
evening stars of the Angelic hierarchy,’*jiress- 
ing upon the spheres of its morning kars; nor 
the General Assembly of Time, rising to the 
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sLitiire and strength of the elder spirits of 
Eternity ; nor, indeed, at/y ascent in tlie scale 
of heavenly perfection, could so dazzle Jiim, 
or so eclipse the beauty of earthly holiness, 
as to make him ashamed to call its progress, 
a change “ from glory to glory.” He goes oven 
farther and higher than* this; and declares 
that Believers are made “ partakers of a Divine 
nature,” by the influence of the groat and pre- 
»ious promises. Thus it is, as the Saviour 
said, “ Thnt ivhicli is horn of the Spirit is 
spirit.'’ Both Pro()hcts and Apostles under¬ 
stood this sublime fact, and therefore admired 
and celebrated the beauty of holiness. Paul, 
^specially, saw and pointed out rfie “ loveli¬ 
ness " of whatsoever things are pute. Peter 
also does not *liesitate to cill female holiness 
an '' ornament, which is, in the sight of God, 
of great price. 

It is, therefore, neither wis^n nor humble to 
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overlook “ the beauties of holiness.” God him¬ 
self admires them, and calls them “ the'riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” 
And the Saviour (who never flatters, senti¬ 
mentalizes, or compliments) pronounces, not 
only a special benediction upon “ the pure in 
heart,” but says also in unqualified terms, 
“ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit.” Thus the fruits of the Spirit are 
praised for their beauty, as well as enforced 
for their necessity. 

I am fully aware, however, that by bringing 
together these Scriptural views of personal 
holiness, I may startle, if not discourage 
for a moment, some who sincerely desire to by 
holy. It ‘fnay seem, in this lov%ly and lofty 
form, an impossible thing in oar own case. 
We may even be ready to exclaim, on casting 
a hurried glance around the circle of our pious 
friends,—WhosS^ holiness is thus beautiful? 
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Where is tlie sanctification to be seen whicli 
reseniUles the dew of tlie morning; or the 
grace, that is glory in tlie bud ? This is, fiow- 
ever, a hasty question. We have applied 
both these pure emblems to some of our 
friends, who were ripe for heaven, when they 
were removed from the earth. Our memory 
lingers upon the beauty, as well as upon the 
strength, of Pertain features of their character 
iftid spirit. We said when they died, and have 
often whispered to ourselves since, O that I 
were as “ meet for tlie inheritance of the saints 
in ligiit! ” Yea, in regard'to some of the living 
in Jerusalem, we feel that their character is 
Jffiily lovely. It is not, spotless ;* but it is 
very transpariAit in integrity and benevolence. 
It is not “ alr,?ady»perfect;but like light, it 
■ is shinmg more and more unto the perfect day. 
Some of our pious friends have *su(!h worth of 
cl^^racter, that their censure^'or approbation 
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weighs with us, like tlie decisions of a second 
conscience, in our breast, we liave such'entire 
confiuence in their candour and jirudence, in 
tlieir discernment and uprightness. Thus there 

are both Fathers and Mothers in Israel, whose 

• • 

holiness we feel to be very beautiful. Even 
the world cannot withhold homage from it; it 
is so consistent. And in the fold of the Church, 
there are both sheep and lambs, wliich so hear 
the voice and follow the steps ‘of the Good 
Shepherd, that we can easily believe in their 
case, how He who laid down his life for them, 
should lead them gently, and even “ carry,them 
in his bosom,” when the way is rugged, or 
their strengt'li exhausted. 

Thus, tliere is some holindhs on earth 
worthy of admiration, as well its of imitation. 
The image of God upon the soul, although not 

1 f 

general, and never perfect in this world, is yet 
to, be seen liere'^nd there, like “ a lily amongst 
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tliorns,” lovely in itself and illustrious by con¬ 
trast. , Neither the AbraVams nor the Sarahs, 
the Zcchariahs nor the Elizabeths, the Ra/:hels 
nor the Marys of antiquity, are without paral¬ 
lels in our own times, or without successors in 
our spheres. 

“ But none of them,” it*may be said, “ admire 
their own character, or see any beauty in their 
own holiness We admire them ; but even the 
pest of them abhor themselves, and can neither 
bear to speak nor tliink of their own excellence; 
How is this ? ” It is easily accounted for. 
Eminent holiness is always accompanied with 
profound humility. Accordingly, even in Hea¬ 
ven, the Seraphim veil their facgs with their 
wings, and tjjje crowned martyr vnctowns him¬ 
self before thp throne: nc* wonder, therefore, 
if the'saints on earth hide their faces in the* 
dust, of* self-abasement, when, they think or 
speak abofit themselves. The^eauty of angelic 
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holiness—the beauty of Jehovaji’s glor'ous 
holiness, is before their eyes vividly and con¬ 
stantly ; and in its presence, they may well 
say, “ Behold, I am vile, and abhor myself:” 
for as the natural eye feels nothing but its own 
weakness when it gazps upon the meridian sun, 
so the eye of the mind can see nothing but de¬ 
formity and imperfection in the heart and cha¬ 
racter, when he gazes upon the infinite and im¬ 
maculate purity of the Godhead. No saint, 
who comprehends at all the heights or depths, 
the lengths or breadths, of the Divine image, 
can ever be satisfied with his own holiness, or 
cease to be ashamed of it, until he awake in 
heaven in all the beauty of the moral image of 
God. “ As for me, ” said David, “ I shall be 

satisfied when 1 awake in thy likeness.” Thus 

>1 *>• 

lie who recognised in earthly holiness the beau¬ 
ty of, the morning dew, was not satisfied w'ith 
Its jiurity or splendour. He saw in it also, as 



* EMBLEMS OE,HOLINESS. 115 

in f’ew, an evanescence, and a weakness, and. 
a sedjment, which filledi himself with shame, 
and kept him from complimenting others. ..^tilK 
wliilst this is, and ever ought to be, the hum¬ 
bling effect of clear and solemn views of Divine 
Holiness, it is of hrnisel^‘i\o{ of his holy prin¬ 
ciples themselves, that tt Christian is thus 
ashamed. He does not think lightly of the 
work of tin; Holy Spirit upon his heart and 
conscience, because he thinks meanly of him¬ 
self. He does not confound the Spirit with 
the flesh, nor the law of his mind with the law 
in his members, when ju4ging of his own cha¬ 
racter. He sees, indeed, far more evil than 
»ood in himself; but he no more cjlls the good 
evil, than he jcalls the evil good, fje is more 
pained by the plagues of his lieart, than pleased 
with Its best feelings or principles: but still, 
he is.ver; thankSuI for whatevei g[ace he* has 
obtained. ' 
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In making these distinctions I do not forget, 
that there are times, ''(and these not feiv nor 
Sar between, in the case of some holy men and 
women,) when a real Christian is so absorbed 
and shocked by the plagues of his heart, that 
he is ready to unchAstianize himself entirely. 
In the hurry and agitation of these awful mo¬ 
ments, he does confound the Sjhrit with the 
flesh : and instead of saying, like P,;\ul, “ in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwclleth no good tiling,’,’ 
he says, “ in me, soul, body, or spirit, dwclleth 
no good thing.” He forgets the law of his 
mind, whilst the law, of sin and death is thus 
in fearful power. 

These volcanic bursts of the old nature are not, 
however, so lasting as they are overwhelming. 
Even whilst they d'o last, thgy ar,“ so deplored, 
and hated, and loathed by the Christiarf him¬ 
self, that it ,is (‘juite obvious td others,^lowevcr 
he may overlook, the facts, that neitlier his will 
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nor ^lis taste is a consenting party to the re- 
belliotf within. Tlie horfor it creates, proves 
that he loves holiness. The old man doeif'not 
rebel in this way, where there is no attempt 
nor desire to “ put on the new man, which is 
created after the image ot’God.” Both “ righte¬ 
ousness and true holiness ” have struck their 
roots deep into the heart, which thus bleeds 
and is ready*to break, when nature overpowers 
frace. Indeed, it is “the root of the mat¬ 
ter,” making room for striking itself deeper 
and spreading itself wider, that causes this 
convjrlsion and struggling'araong the roots and 
branches of indwelling sin. Accordingly, 
i’aul said, '‘when I would do good, evil is pre¬ 
sent with mrt” And again, “ whert the com- 
mandment caltie, sin revived.” Thus it is only 
in t^ie heart which tries to delight in the law 
of dod, that thfs strong rebelli&n is mucli felt 
(tf noticed. There, however.'it creates nosi- 
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live wretchedness whilst it lasts; and when it 
subsides, who can telf' the joy of a Christian ? 
It i?‘joy unspeakable, when his gracious prin¬ 
ciples begin to lift up their heads again after 
the conflict; and it is “ full of glcfry,” when 
he finds himself looking again with some faith 
and hope to Christ and Holiness. Then, like 
Paul, he adds, “Thanks be unto God who 
giveth us the victory through our“Lord Jesus 
Christ:” this sweet song follov?s the bittef 
cry, “ O wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
Thus a Christian not only rallies after appa¬ 
rent defeat, but also learns the worth of his 
holy principles, which kept sin hateful when- 
it was most' headstrong, and holiness beautiful 
whilst most opposed. In .ordinary circum¬ 
stances, however, much caution is requisite' in 

rightly dividjng’our attention between "the ‘ixe- 

\ 

cessity and the beauty of holiness. Far better 
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foll<^v it, simply because without it no one sliall 
“ see <the Lord,” than ftfllow it ostentatiously, 
to be “seen of men.” The Pharisees 
this, and became equally legal and lofty. As 
soon as they thought themselves righteous, 
they despised others. *“ Stand aside,” soon 
grew out of the boast, “ I am holier than 
thou.” This melancholy fact should teach us 
to be even 'jealous of our own hearts. They 
ifre capable of being “ puffed up,” by moral, 
as well as by intellectual superiority. Self- 
complacency can plume itself upon graces, as 
wc'llys uiion gifts. 

We must not, however, learn more from the 
svarning example of the^Pharisecs*than it was 
intended to t?ach. Now it never was held up 

to convey or ^ggest tlie idea, that true holi- 

« * 

ness could betray us into pride or self-righteous¬ 
ness.’ No ; the farther we follow rfeal holiness, 

I 

tlje farther we shall be from vanity and legality. 
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and the lower we shall lie at the foot of the 
cross, and at the footstool of the meroy-seat. 
I iVe'holiest of the holy men and women of old, 
were always the humblest of their generation : 
and for this obvious reason ;—they made the 
law of God the stdrtdard, and the image of 
God the model, of' their holiness : and with 
these infinite mirrors for ever before them, 
they could neither admire themselves, nor 
divide their confidence between faith and worki. 

It was ceremonial holiness that betrayed the 
Pharisees. They made righteousness to con¬ 
sist in repeating a certain number of prayers; 
in paying the regular tithes, and in observing 
the stated feasts and festivals of the temple 
In these things they were more precise or more 
ostentatious than ‘others; a^id thus they came 
to despise others, and to flatter theniseives. 
Not'a maii'-ofethem, howevef', would'or could 
have done so. ih he had studied holiness in the 
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morul law, or in the revealed image of God. 
Either, of these, if hojiestly contemplated, 
would have been a “ schoolmaster ” to l:\KUi§ 
them to Christ. For, who can look at the 
perfection required by the law, or at the purity 
implied in conformity to *lfe Divine image, and 
not see that a justifying Saviour and a sancti¬ 
fying Spirit are equally necessary in order to 
her salvatiqw ? This soul that is intent upon 
true holiness, must depend on Christ and Grace 
entirely, or despair entirely: for all the natural 
reasons of duty are moral reasons for despair. 
Mediatorial reasons onlyaian give either heart 
or hope to the soul, in the face of a law that 
requires absolute perfection, and>of a heaven 
which adtnits*nothing that defileth. 

Now, we cijme.to the pi»int for close self- 
examination. Wc have seen that there are 
two extremes, td which we are* eqjially ptone, 
by turns; sloth and self-complacency. By 
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- which of these are wc most frequently*^ be¬ 
trayed ? If by slotl*—we Iiavc most i>eed to 
‘sarJJy the necessihj of holiness. The con¬ 
viction, tliat without holiness we cannot see 
the Lord, is very weak, if we can relax in duty, 
or leave the state Of our hearts to accident. 
Whenever we reckon* it a trouble to take pains 
with our habits and spirit before God, we are 
upon the highway to backsliding'. Both the 
heart and the conscience are, perverted i.; 
no small degree, when watchfulness or effort 
ceases; and when either ceases, under any ex¬ 
cuse or pretence drawn from the ^race of God, 
it is high time to take alarm at ourselves; for 
even our understanding is far perverted, if we 
can pervert-Grace into an apology for idleness 
and inconsistency. • O yes; a lK\ght has fallen 
upon the eyes of our understanding, as well as 
upon the tenderness of our conscience, if we 
can tamper with’exprcss law because free Grace 
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abounds. For, what convert did not see, at 
first, more in grace, than*even in law, to bind 
him to circumspect holiness ? We certovBfJ 
saw nothing in tlie Cross or the Covenant, to 
release us-from high moral obligation or ha¬ 
bitual watchfulness, wltbh we first looked to 
them for mercy to pardoh and grace to help. 
We intended and desired no compromise then, 
between God and the world. If, therefore, we 
«ow imagine ^hat we see in the Cross or the 
Covenant any thing to warrant or wink at 
what our own conscience condemns, our “ eye 
is evil for there is neither sanction nor shield 
in them to protect any wrong habit or temper. 
They reign and remain to crucify us to the 
world, and the world to us: and therefore our 
glorying in th*m is not go»d, so far as it ad¬ 
mits a compromise between sin and duty. 

But neither Strong nor startling assertions, 

• * 

jiowever solemn and severe, Vdll remedy this 
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evil effectually. Warnings, even declamahons, 
do not reach the rdbt of it. Many w^io can 
say as loudly as Paul, that his “ damnation 
is just, who sins because grace abounds,” do 
not like Paul make the abounding of grace a 
universal and daily reason for abounding in 
holiness. They do not venture, indeed, to sin 
or compromise upon a Zai’pe. scale, because 
grace abounds; but they do some things, and 
leave other things undone, which they would 
not, and durst not, if grace did not abound. 1 
mean, that were certain habits and tempers 
beyond the high-flood mark of the spring-tides 
of mercy, and hnown to be unpardonable, there 
would be a speedy rush of many from the dry 
places they now occupy, to the spot washed by 
the waves of pardon. It it, tl/erefore, by re¬ 
garding some wrong things as not unsafe nor 
unpardonable, that many persist in tiiem. 
They would give them up at once and entirely. 
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if tK'ey deemed them fatal, or utterly irrecon- 
cileabj^e with a state o{ grace. Now this, 
although not exactly sinning because gi:»e?. 
altounds, is very like it. For if a man do 
what he wpuld not flare, if he counted it un¬ 
pardonable, it is very evident that the abound¬ 
ing of grace, in some way*, is his secret reason, 
although not his assigned one. He does not, 
indeed, say,,“ Let us sin” to any extent, “ be- 
S3use grace abounds but he evidently thinks, 
or tries to think, that he is not actually and 
altogether perilling or disproving his own 
hopes by his own indulgences. In a word, he 

has some way of making out to himself, that 

» 

his otun faults are not incompatibly with being 
really in a ^state of grace ; and, therefore, 
although he d^es not exacljy justify them, he 
docs not correct them, nor'is he much afraid of 
them. *“ Graces” he says, “ Kas to bear* with 
something'wiong, even in the Vest; and as my 


.M :) 
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besetting sin is not of tlic very worst k-jid; 
and as there are some sins I would not commit, 

< r 

.and some duties I would not neglect, for 
worlds, nor on any account whatever, 1 am 
not surely presuming very much, when I 
reckon myself in a, ftate of grace, notwith¬ 
standing all my faults.” Thus, it is rather 
some perverted notion about the securities of a 
state of grace, than direct and determinate pre¬ 
sumption upon the abounding of grace, that 
betrays many into a lax holiness, or into al¬ 


lowed inconsistencies of character and temper. 
I do not, therefore, confound such persons 
with those who “ turn the grace of God into 
licentiousness^:” but I do remind you and my¬ 
self, and that with warning and weeping so¬ 
lemnity, that this was the first step of the 
antinomian process' by which the primit.'ve 
compromisers became licentioiis apostates ,and 
judicial reprobatps. They began their unholy 



EMBLEMS OE .HOLINESS. 


127 


care 31' by trying to bend grace into a shelter 
for some one favourite sm; and, having per¬ 
suaded themselves that one was not fatal, 
w^nt on from bad to worse, until they drowned 
themselves, in perdftion. At first they threw 
the cloak of Christian lilvjrty over a few faults; 
by and by, over many< and, at last, they 
made it “ a cloak for licentiousness” itself. 

Now this^ we not only do not want to do, 

^ut we abhor it as much as we dread it. It 

would be any thing but gratifying to us, if 

grace could be thus perverted with safety. 

What .ve are inclined or .tempted to wish for 
» 

is, such a forbearance or winking at what is 
wiong about us, as shall allow our,faults to go 
on, without exactly throwing us out, of a state 
of grace, befiji'e we find it convenient and 
agneable to give them up: for we intend to 
crucify, »eventualjy, the very thipgs we now try 
to excuse. 'We even promise to ourselves and 
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to God, that they shall not go on to the end of 
life, nor so near to it ,as to darken or eipbitter 
•!;:i:_deatli-bed. What a shame, then, to yield 
now to any thing we are thus pledged to con¬ 
quer hereafter ! Why, if our general character 
is rather consistent than inconsistent, should 
we allow, even for another day, any fault or 
flaw, which pains can cure, and prayer efface, 
to remain ? It would cost us far ..less trouble 
to correct at once the worst fault we have, tha^j 
it costs to get over the misgivings of heart and 
the twinges of conscience, which that fault 
occasions in the closet and at the sacrament. 
Besides, we have already made greater sacri¬ 
fices to conscience and duty, than any we have 
to make. ,411 our great sins are,given up for 
ever, and'fvillingb' too: and ghall the Utile 
ones iTold us in bondage ? 

Do we feel,, in the presence of tlitse ex¬ 
posures and remonstrances, any Inclination 
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to say,—“ Why this is making Grace as strict' 
as Law could be: wliat then is the advantage 
of being under grace, instead of law, if'-Sb 
much circumspection and impartiality be re¬ 
quisite ?” 

Here is the advantage*:sin then shall not 
have the dominion over" us, if we be under 
grace : and if we reckon this no advantage, we 
do not understand the Law well, nor Grace 
aright. 

Are we half-inclined to try the question in 
another form, and to say, “ Still, as something 
wrong will remain, do wlratever we may, why 
no^t let that fault remain, which we find most 
•difficult to conquer? Might there not come a 
worse in its place?” 

I will not csil this pleading for sin. It may 
be' merely put forward as clever casuistry, to 

evade close reasbning, which wtj liave ncf wish 

, • 

to set aside. Indeed, no Christian would dare 
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’ to vindicate a sin, great or small, by name. 
He must regard e\*i'u his chief fault' as an 
mHimity, or a weakness, or an imperfection, 
before he can plead or apologize for it. As 
sin—he has not a word to say on its behalf. 
You at least, have not one. 

Let, therefore, the emblems of holiness which 
the Holy Ghost teaches by, suggest to you all 
that he intends. That, of courS'e, will seem 
more than you can acquire; but it will enaWe 
you to do better than those do who compare 
themselves only with others. Scriptural figures 
are not fancies. It seems to the Imnour 
of religion, that so many things can, without 
the art of forcing resemblances, be accommO' 
dated to its illustration. It is ai: evident and 
remarkable fact, that there‘is‘a certain prin¬ 
ciple of correspondence to religion throughout 
the econonay oV the world, tie that made all 
th,ings for himself, appears to have willed that 
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they should be a great system of emblems, 
reflecting or shadowing /orth that system of 
principles in which we are to apprehend Hint, 
and our relations and obligations to Him: so 

I. 

that religion, standing up in grand parallel to 
an infinity of things, receives their testimony 
and homage, and speaks Vith a voice which is 
echoed by creation.” —Foster. The justness 
of those j)rofound and splendid remarks is al- 
n'.ost self-evident in the emblem of Dew. The 
history of dew is a figurative history of con¬ 
version; and, in its loading features, so strik¬ 
ingly similar, that if dew had been created for 
no other purpose but to image forth the “ new 
"reation,” it could hardly be more characteristic. 

The design of God in establishing and point¬ 
ing out the res'mWances bclween natural and 
spiritual things is obvious. He thus places us 
so, fliat, whcthel' we are in the bouse or the 

t 

fields, we may have before us lively oracles ” 
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of his great salvation : at home, in the B'lble; 
abroad, in nature. For, as prophet unto pro- 
phet, and apostle unto apostle, so “ day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night 

t 

teacheth knowledge,”—there being no voice 
of nature which does* not echo some voice of 
Revelation. 

Thus, the origin of dew is an emblem of 
human society in its natural state. The ori* 
ginal elements of dew are as vjrious in thc*/r 
character, as the diversified states in which 
water and moisture exist on the earth. Now 
they exist in swamps and seas, in marshes^ and 
meadows, in stagnant pools and running 

streams, in fetid plants and fragrant flowers/ 

( 

but wherever water lies or lurlac, whether in 
the chalice of a rolse or in the rocess of a tank, 
it must undergo the same change, and pass 
from* fluid to vapour, before It becomes View. 
As water, it cahnot, however pure or polluted, 
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asceiid into the atmosphere, nor refine itself 
into clew : it may underg-o changes of taste, 
colour, and snielJ, according to the channels it 
lies in and flows on; but into dew it will not 
turn, untif it is exhaled in vapour by the 
sun. 

Now, the moral, like the natural world, has 
its putrid marshes and its pure streams—its 
calm lakes afid its stormy oceans ; for although 
no class of mankind is naturally holy, some 
classes arc comparatively pure, and others 
grossly vile. There are, in society, the decent 
and the indelicate, the hymane and the cruel, 
the cool and the passionate, the upright and 
the dishonest. These distinctions between 
man and mfyi are as visible as tlgise of land 
and water on t^ie globe, and as real as the dif- 
ferc-mJe between spring and pit water. But no 
natural amiablcness of dispesitipn, no* any 
acquired refinement of charaifter, amounts to 
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“ true holine.ss.” Tlie best, in common with 
the worst, “ must be born again ” bel’qre they 
can enter into tlie kingdom of God ; for, as 
water, in its purest state, must be exlialed 
into vapour before it can be transmuted into 
dew, so both tlie mcral and the immoral must 
be regenerated before they can enter heaven. 
Education may purify the manners, but only 
faith can purify the heart: love of character may 
secure external decorum, but only the love of 
Christ can secure internal holiness. Thus far 
the resemblance holds good. 

Again ; the agency by which dew is pro¬ 
duced from all the varieties of water, is an em¬ 
blem of tlnit spiritual agency by which the 
varieties of human character arc, transformed 
into the' Divine iraage. N;pWj„the sun is the 
grand agent in the natural world, by 'wiiich 
portions of all ^vaters are changed into vapour. 
His heat, operating on their surface, produces 
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exhalations wherever it touches, drawing va¬ 
pour from the wide expanse of the ocean and 
from the weedy pool; from tlie brackish river 
and from tlie sweet brook. And the sun is the 
only luminary of heaven that exhales the 
waters. The moon regultftes their tides, and the 
stars irradiate their surface; but the united 
rays of both are insufficient to evaporate in¬ 
gredients fcMT a single dewdrop. It is the sun 
M'hich draws J'rom the earth, into the atmo¬ 
sphere, the elements of this beautiful fluid : in 
like manner, it is “ the Sun of Righteousness” 
alone that draws sinners from the fearful pit of 
the curse, and from the miry clay of corruption. 
The attractive influence of his caoss is to us 
what the he%t of the sun is to tha*moisture of 
the earth—thft (jnly drawling power. Other 
dcetrines may, like the moon, produce regular 
tides of formal worship, andjn like the ^tars, 
brighten the surface of the ^character ; but 
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they shine too cold to regenerate the heart or 
purify the conscience. Thus, Arianis-m, al¬ 
though it shone in the brightness of learning 
and ethics during the last century, had no 
spiritual attraction : it drew small numbers 
from the Church to’Ihe Meeting; but none 
from the world to God—as the God of salva¬ 
tion. SociNiANiSM also has, of late, shone in 
the heat of proselyting zeal; but tile only effect 
is, that some of the young, who formerly cared 
nothing about religion, are become flippant 
speculators, and many of the speculators 
masked Deists. It is notorious that the sys¬ 
tem has made the young “ heady and high- 
minded,” and the old callous. Many of both 

I 

are, indeed; intelligent and upright; but these 
were so before they embraced ti:e system, and 
would, be what they are under any 'm6ral 
systelh, while tlveir local and relative circum¬ 
stances continuh the same. And what have 
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<Iie classically elegant lectures on morals,, 
v.liich,sound from so many pulpits, done for 
the young or old ? Except maintaining a 
routine of formal worship, and raising an ig¬ 
norant clamour against evangelical truth, they 
have left parishes and districts as they found 
them—locked up in the icebergs of apathy and 
self-delusion. And such must ever be the ef¬ 
fects of legal preaching, because it is not God’s 
i^pointment for winning souls. He no more 

i 

intends to save sinners by the law, than to 
evaporate the waters by the moon or the stars. 
The law, like these lumitviries, is a light to our 
feet in “ the new and living way but only the 
Sun of Righteousness, shining in, the Gospel, 
can draw us jnto that «^y. “ The^dew of his 

youth” can oij^ Jje forme^J by his own influ¬ 
ence.* Thus far, also, the ^larallcl is just. 

Again; the secret process bj which tlys ex¬ 
haled vaffours arc turned ii»to dew, is an 
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emblem of that Divine operation by which the 
Holy Spirit makes sinners “ new creatures i'" 
Christ Jesus.” The precise agent in nature, 
by which vapour is condensed into dew, is not 
known : whether it is by cold or by electricity, 
or by both, is still as <aiuch a mystery as when 
God asked Job from the whirlwind, “ Who 
hath begotten the drops of dew ? ” In like 
manner, although we know tliat the Holy 
Spirit is the agent who changes the heart, 
by making the Gospel power unto salvation, 
we are ignorant of the nature of his operations. 
Whether they are partly physical, or wholly 
moral, is unknown. “ The wind bloweth 
where it li.steth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but, canst not tell whence it cometh, 
or whither it goetlj : so is evffy one that is 
born of the Spirit.” But w’e do know wlia: is 
muck hetter —that his sacred influences are in¬ 
separably connected with the conscientious use 
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of the means of grace, and forthcoming in an 
„wer Ip serious prayer. This we know ; that as 
water exposed to the sun will be evaporated in 
part, and water excluded from the sun will 
never become dew, so we may expect Divine 
influence in the use •of divinely-appointed 
means, and can look for none if they are neg¬ 
lected. 

Again ; tlie similarity of dewdrops in pure¬ 
ness and beayty, although formed from all the 
varieties of vapour, is a fine emblem of that 
uniform spirit which characterizes the diversified 
classes of mankind, who fire brought to believe 
on Christ for salvation. There is what may 
be called a family likeness prevailing through¬ 
out the dewjjrops of tlfe morning, They dif¬ 
fer in size ; buj^ t];iey are all transparent, ten- 
de;, and pure. This is the more remarkable, 
seeing •’their original elements,, were so differ¬ 
ent ; part* of the vapour was drawn from the 
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'jriny deep, and part from the putrid fens; 
portions of it from the slimy pool, and por¬ 
tions from the steaming surfs. Now, that 
the exhalations from springs and rivulets, from 
the herbs of the field and the flowers of the 
garden, should retuivii. to the earth in sweet 
dews, is not surprising : but that the gross and 
tainted vapours should return sweet and pure, 
is wonderful! And yet all this is re,alized under 
the Gospel. The sinner drawn from the very 
dregs of society, and the sinner drawn from a 
respectable family—the convert from sensu¬ 
ality, and the convert..froin intellectual pride — 
the wanderer returning from vice, and the 
wandering repouncing vanity—become alike in 
their leading views, piinciples, and feelings; 
they build their hop,cs on the, same foundation, 
ascribe their escape to the same grace, and r im 
at the same tiod and degree of holiness. 
“Whosoever” hath the hope of eternal life 
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“ in Clirist,” “ piirifieth himself,” even as 
(Christpure. Converts.difl’er, indeed, in the 

degree of their knowledge, gifts, and graces— 

« 

as the dewdrops in their size; but, like them, 
they are all partakers of a new nature, and 
each, compared with whft’he was before con¬ 
version, a new creature*in Christ Jesus.” 

Again ; the refreshing and fertilizing influ¬ 
ence of the (tew is a fine emblem of the salutary 
iitfluence of converts in their respective fami¬ 
lies and spheres. The dew cools the sultry air, 
revives the parched herbage of the earth, and 
bdthj!s the whole landscape in renovated 
beauty : and, in like manner, holy families are 
harmonious—holy churches tranquil. Even 
an individual«convert is not without a portion 
of sweet influei»ce»in his circle ; the change in 
his clmracter and spirit suggests to others the 
necessity and the possibility of -be^ng chasiged 
too ; and thus “ they that dSvell under his 
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shadow revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine.” His example distils as dew upon the ten¬ 
der herb, quickening the formal to the power of 
godliness, and awakening the careless to con¬ 
sideration. Thus the pious are the sa/t of the 
earth. The absence Of dew would not be more 
fatal to the natural'world, than tlie-want of 
converts to the moral world. Were they with¬ 
drawn, or were their succession to cease, even 
the general morality of society would witlnr 
and sink far below its present standard and 
strength. 

Again ; the dew is regularly drawn up 
again by the sun, when it has refreshed the 
earth ; and .'is thus a fine emblem of the first 
resurrectioK, when all the saint,“ shall ascend 
to meet the Sun of Righteoufncss in the air. 
No scene of nature is more lovely tlpn k s^Im- 
mer‘-landscape- at sunrise, when evefy field, 
grove, and hedge is spangled with morning 
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dew. Tlie drops seem to sparkle with con¬ 
scious* delight at the aptjiroach of the sun— 
climbing, as he ascends, to the top of every 
leaf, as if impatient to meet him in the air. 
Every admirer of nature has noticed this scene, 
and watched the dewy *vhpour rising like in¬ 
cense from the golden censer of summer. Who 
has not gazed with rapture on the glowing 
myriads of flewdrops, when each of them is a 
ifiiniature of the sun which gilds them ? And, 
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise on 
the morning of the resurrection, the heirs of 
glory will be as numerous" and beautiful as the 
dejv from the womb of the morning—all in the 
beauty of holiness ; for th.ey “ shall be like 
Him, when tl«ey see him as he is.” 



No. IV. 

A matron’s timidity EXPI.AINED 

Perfect conformity to tlie Divine image 
exists only in the Divine presence ! Only those 
who see God face to face, are holy as God is 
holy. Until we see Him as He. actually is, r e 
cannot be fully like him. Nothing but “ open 
vision” can produce an entire moral resemblance 
between our spirit and the Father of sjiirits. 
They little know what perfection means, who 
imagine that'they are “ already perfect.” Tho^e, 
however, ale quite as ignorant,> and more cri¬ 
minal, who arc n<5t trying to* perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. They are ceiteinly ‘Very 
•weak in in'clltct, who reckon themselves spot¬ 
less in heart or character: but they are weaker 



TIMIDITY' EXPLAINED. 


145 


in conscience and in all principle, who are con* 
icnt t(j be imperfect, or npt much concerned to 
keep themselves unspotted from the world. 
And, alas, there are far more of the latter class, 
than of the former. * The visionaries of Perfec¬ 
tion are but few in nutnl»ers, and small in influ¬ 
ence : whereas, the trucklers to allowed and 
needless Imperfection, are many and mighty. 
The name of the Inconsistent is “ Legion.” 

How do we feel, when we say to ourselves, 
or when it is proved to us from Scripture and 
Experience, “ that perfection is impossible out 
of H^caven ? ” Are we glad to hear this? Is it 
gopd news to us? We make a very bad use of 
if we employ the fact to excuse our besetting 
sin, or to exempt us from the trouMe of watch¬ 
fulness and self»d«nial. It was never revealed 
by God, nor avowed by His ministers, for this 
unholy purpose. God declared it, find Prcff)hets 
%nd Apostles confessed it, in order that con 
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„cious Imperfection might not drive the followers 
of Holiness to despair The talkers about ho¬ 
liness do not need the fact, although they use 
it. TJieir imperfection, as they call it, neither 
alarms nor humbles them. They are on very 
good terms with what is bad in their habits; 
indeed, rpiite in love with the sin that most 
easily besets them. It would be no gratifica¬ 
tion to them, to be redeemed frorfi its present 
power. Tliey intend, of course,- to give it irp 
some time, and in time enough (as they think) 
to leave it still pardonable, or not fatal; but, 
like Augustine, “ not'now.” 

Not thus lightly, however, do sins or short¬ 
comings sit 'iipon the conscience, or affect the 
hopes of gbdly women. They teve to prove 
their faith by their worksttS confirm their 
hopes by their holiness; to make their calling 
and electioF-- sUre, by a growing likeness to 
Him, to whose image Believers are “ predesti- 
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natod (0 be conformed.” To tliem, therefore 
ii' is l»oth a solemn and, startling matter, to 
miss some features of the Divine image in their 
character; and others in their spirit; and to 
find all the-features of that image so indistinct 
and unsettled ! This discovery causes in them 
great searchings and siuTvings of heart before 
God. Indeed, something of both continues 
with a Cliristian tlirough life. She is never 
rtllly “ sathjiml'’ with her own piety. Like 
David, she never can be satisfied with herself, 
until she awake in heaven in all the beauties 
of jhat holiness, which is the express moral 
image of God. 

This is one great characteristic of a real 
Christian; siie never is, and ne«'er can be, 
quite satisfied \*itK the dctjrve of her own piety. 
She may, indeed, be quite satisfied that it is of 
the rigTit kind, both as to its principles aiftl spi- 
pit, so far as it goes; but she never thinks that 
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has gone far enough. She may have no 
doubt of its sincerity towards God, nor* of its 
salutary influence over herself and her family, 
nor of its usefulness in her sphere of action : 
but still, it comes short of her wishes, and even 
fills her with shame'and sorrow. She is not 
satisfied with herself, whoever else may ap¬ 
prove or applaud her. Indeed, nothing hum¬ 
bles her more than compliments irora others. 
Not that she is indifterent to the’good opinion 
of others : but she feels that if they knew her 
heart as she knows it, they would not think so 
highly of her. For she is conscious of coldness, 
where they see nothing but warmth; of igno- 
ranee, where ihey recognise wisdom : of earth ’ 
ly-mindedness, where they acktrowledge spi¬ 
rituality and heavcnly-mindedni'ss. Like Paul, 
a real Christian woman feels herself “ less tiian 
the least jof .all saints,” even when she stands 
highest in public estimation. 
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Were this fact well understood, as beiug^ 

cjiaiacteristic of true piety, it would prevent 

* a 

iiiuny Christians from unchrisliaiiizing them- 
se^'cs so often as tliey do. They imagine, be- 
cuu.se tliey_ are so dtssatisjied with themselves, 
that llie satisfaction wlyi^h others express, is 
more from kiadness tlun wisdom, or rather 
friendly than prudent. They wish to think 
themselves iis sincere, right, and sale, as their 
Ij iends say ; but they are afraid to conclude 
that they really are so. “ Should I not have 
the witness in myself, if 1 were, indeed, a child 
of God ? ” is their answer to many a prayer and 
appeal tvliicli treats them as daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty. “ Your ariguments may 
be very true jn your otvn case ai^d in that of 
others,” they say^ “ but ypu cannot argue me 
ou'. of my own feelings, noV persuade me against 
my o\fn consciousness. I am not salisfied 
with eithifr my faith or my repentance ; my 


o 
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^irayers or experience ; and for this solid reason ; 
—I see so much in my heart that is bad, and 
so little in my life that really glorifies God, 
that I can hardly conceive how there could be 
any grace where there is s6 much coldness and 
deadness. “ 0 wretched that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the bodij of thif death ! ” 

This self-dissatisfaction is, however, a very 
satisfactory proof of real piety, in all cases 
where a real effort is made to be holy in hear.r 
and life. There is no great effort to be so, 
wherever there is self-satisfaction. Those who, 
like the Laodiceans, are pleased with them- 
selves, are, like them, an “ abomination ” unto 
the Lord. They both thought and said, that 
they had “ peed of noUiing.” 'Jhey took for 
granted, that they were enljghtened enough, 
clothed enough, and enriched enough, lo be 
quite, safe, or the right side for Eiernity 
But, what did Christ say to them ? “ Thou 
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art vvretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
Mind.^and naked.” Thus the men who imagined 
that they had need of notliing, were found 
wanting in every thing, when weighed in the 
balance of the Sanctuary, by the Saviour of 
the Church. 

Here is the awful consequence of calculating 
how little piety will just suffice for safety at 
last. The |.aodiceans seem to have reckoned 
to a fraction, how little would do. Their 
question had evidently been, not how much 
God required, nor how much they could culti¬ 
vate, nor what would be the advantage of emi¬ 
nent piety : but just, how much is absolutely 
needed, in order to any chance of escape at 
last? And whenever a^woman comes to reckon 
in this way, she is sure to let nothing into her 
list of duties or graces, winch she can keep out. 
The nftinient she is so infatuated by sljth or 
worldlineift;, as to driVe a bargain in religion, 
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she will drive a hard ^bargain with it; '-and 
thus cheat herself to a certainty, whilst tryinp- 
to cheat it. This is inevitable, whenever a 
woman tampers with the question,—where can 
1 stop with safety in the' path of holiness ' 
She is sure to stop , ^dierever she dislikes to 
go, and to make her awn convenience limit the 
meaning of God’s requirements. 

Now although there niay be,.both some 
weakness and waywardness in the spirit (>f 
those Christians, who give way to doubts and 
fears, and who “ write bitter tilings ” against 
themselves, wlienever, they do not feel as they 
wish, still, their spirit is noble and vvi,se, com¬ 
pared with tlte spirit of the woman, who cares 
nothing about how she Teels or acts in religion, 
if she can only keeji down thCj^fear of perishing. 
There is no comparison : it is all contrast, be¬ 
tween a doubtipg Christian, and a heedless or 
heartless professor. 
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In saying this, however, nothing is farthet* 
ffom niy design, than vindicating or even pal¬ 
liating the habit of doubting. It is a bad 
liabit; although infinitely a better one than 
the habit df taking for granted that all is right 
before God, when there’iJ nothing flagrantly 
wrong before men. Still, it is bad : and in 
this way. It tempts some who witness it to 
doubt the power of the Gospel; or tlie truth 
oV the promises; or the freencss of grace. 
The doubting Christian herself does not ques¬ 
tion these things. All her misgivings of heart 
arise from what she thinks and feels herself to 
be ; and not from any suspicion of the freencss 
c- power of the grace of God. This distinction 
is not, howeviir, noticed by all obseiA'ers. Some 
look only on tht .^surface of such a case; and, 
when they see a serious and consistent woman, 

a 

without comfort, and almost v^ith^ut lio*pe at 
ijmes, they strongly suspect, either that the Gos- 
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'jjcl is not such good iu!ws as Ministers say, or 
that prayer is not so surely answered as the 
Promises seem to imply. Accordingly, when 
recent converts sec cases of this kind, they are 
tempted to doubt whether they may not pray 
in vain too, or strive to no purpose. Tho.sp, 
again, who want dn excuse for neglecting 
prayer, or for remaining undecided, seize upon 
such cases witli avidity, and pretend to be 
discouraged by them, or warrani.ed from thein 
to doubt whether religion is enjoyment. 

Now to both classes 1 would say, you are 
equally wrong, in the conclusions you thus 
draw from the sadness and suspense of weak 
Believers. They may seem to have no enjoy- 
inent in religion, and may even* say that they 
find no comfort : but, ask' them to give up 
religion, for the pleasures of sin ; propose to 
them a re'urrt to the world for happiness; 
oft'er to them the sweetest cup of earthly en- 
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joyinent, in excluing-e for that cup of salvation^ 
itliey hold in their jiand without ventur¬ 
ing to drink freely of the living water;—will 
they make the exchange, or even listen with 
patience to-the prop*osal ? No indeed. They 
will tell you at once, that however unhappy 
they may feel, they would be miserable, yea, 
unspeakably wretched, were tlicy to take up 
with any caTthly portion whatever. Not for 
Un thousand, worlds, would they turn their 
back upon the Saviour or Holiness. 

And, i.s there no grace in this state of mind ? 
Has prayer been unanswered, where the heart 
thus prefers to follow Christ even in diirJmess, 
rather than forsake him for the things of time 
or sense ? Yea, is there not enjoyment, or, at 
least, cause for* <*omfort, in a state of mind 

which thus prefers the Divine favour and image, 

- > 

to all tlmt the world calls good or ^eat ? 
for, what but grace,—special, saving, sancti- 
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^fying grace, could have wrought this change 
in the natural spirit of the mind, whicji is of 

V 

the earth, earthy ? Did doubting Christians 
reason in this way on their own ease, they 
could not long doubt the reality of their con¬ 
version. . ' 

Nor is this the only thing which proves that 
a saving work of grace has been begun in 
them, by the Spirit of God. The sad light 
in which they see themselves, ajrises from the 
true light in which they see the character ot 
God. Had they seen less of His glory, they 
would be less ashamed of themselves. It is 
because His character is much before their 
minds, that -their own character stands so lo,w 
in their estimation. Vere they„only compar¬ 
ing themselves with others, pr their present 
selves with their former selves, they would be 
more satisfied .with themselves: but tkey are 
contrasting themselves with infinite purity; 
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with perfect excellence ; with unchangeable 
holiness : and this process of judging, just 
produces the same effect upon them, which it 
had upon Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apostles. 

Doubtirfg Christians overlook this fact, and 
in the hurry and flutter hf the moment, forget 
that the‘most eminent saints of old, had exactly 
the same opinion of themselves, whenever 
they had th& same clear and solemn views of 
the glorious majesty of Jehovah. Who said, 
when his eyes saw the true character of God, 
" I abhor rtnjselfV' It was Job. Who said, 
when he saw the glory of God in the Temple, 
“ is me, I am undone ?” It was Isaiah. 
Who fell at the Saviour’s feet as dead, when he 
bowed the heavens over Patmos, amd appeared 

in his original g4o»y ? It was John, the disciple 

« 

whom Jesus loved. Who said, “ So foolish 
and ignorant was I: I was as a Jieast before 
Jhee?” when he understood that the prosperity 


V 
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&t the wicked was no token of the Divine favour, 
not the trials of the ri^'-hfeons any iinpeachnieiil 
of the wisdom or the equity of Providence ? It 
was Asaph. 

And, were these men not true believers, be¬ 
cause tlius overwhelmed by a sense of tlieir 
own vileness and unworthiness ? Why; it was 
their high and holy views of God and the 
Lamb, that laid them thus low ih their own 
estimation. “ No strange thing,” therefor^', 
has happened, when even some exemplary 
Christians are thus troubled, when they think 
of God. In such cases. He has manifested 
himself unto them, not only as he does not 
unto the world, but also differently from the 

V- 

manifestatio'h of his presence to other Christians. 
1 mean, that God brings thd', 'View of his own 
character before the mind of each of his children 
which is be.it Suited to each of them. Some 
could not bear to see much of His glorious 
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majesty; and, llicrefore, God manil'csts han- 
seir to tliem, cliiedy as a tender Fatlier and a 
watchful Sliepherd. Others again cannot bear 
indulgence, without presuming upon it, or 
being betrayed by it into some wrong spiiit; 
and Me keeps them lor? *and fearful, that they 
may be humble and watchful. But there is 
not less paternal love in the one case than in 
the otlicr.^ He is e(iually training both for 
Heaven, although each by a different process 
of fatherly discipline. 

You, therefore, if rather cheered on in the 
path of holiness by the soft light of God’s coun¬ 
tenance, than kept in check from the broad way 
by awful views of God, have no occasion to 
suspect yoilt piety because youf spirit is not 
overwhelmed. • .\nd you have as little reason 
to suspect your conversion, if, at times, almost 
convulsed by your awful vierv.s of» God,*and of 
► yourself before God. The question is—does 
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1^.13 light in which He chiefly manifests himself 
to you, keep you afraid of sin, jealous tif the 
world, and conscientious in the duties of life 
and godliness ? That is the best light for you, 
—which keei)s you walking most humbly and 
circumspectly with God. And whether the 
light be lovely or solemn, it will keep you 
dissatisjied with yourself, until you awake in 
ilic image of God. 

Another cause why some Christians are so 
low in spirits and hope, is, that their sense of 
the greatness of the great salvation is more 
than usually vivid. That salvation spreads 
out before them in such vastness of grace and 
glory, that they sink into nothing before it-- 
august presence. They can haidly imagine 
that it can be free to them. They see nothing 
in any of their own feelings towards “ so great 
salvation,” a‘t all great enough or good enough 
to prove that they truly value it. They find 
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it impossible to bring up llieir love or faith, Jp 
; height worthy of its unspeakable worth. 

i 

Thus they lose sight of its freencss, by looking 
so often and closely to its grandeur. 

But are. tliey unijelicvcrs, because they are 
afraid to hope for a saIwUion which they thus 
admire and adore? Tin re is, indeed, ^inbelief, 
in not venturing to hope as freely as they 
wonder deoply ; but it is not the unbelief of 
i idifFerence, por of neglect, nor of formality. 
It is not the unbelief of the natural mind, nor 
of impenitence. It is humility sliding into 
hesitation. It is diffidence sliding into timidity. 
For, who gave the doubting Christians such 
lofty and adoring views of the value of ih ‘ 
great salvatiop ? Whei*fce came tli# light which 
has so revealei^ «iid irradiated to them, the 
heights and depths, the lengths and breadths 
of the love of Christ, that dicy feel ‘as if 
nothing lifss than aju/elic love to Him could be 

I- ?. 
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acceptable love; or as if nothing short of 
Abraham’s faith could be true faith ? , 

1 am not advocating nor excusing these 
doubts and fears: but I am, and I avow it, 
maintaining that their minds are not in na¬ 
ture’s darkness, who thus see the glory of 
salvation ; that their hearts are not in sin’s or 
the world’s bondage, who thus revere the great 
salvation; that their spirit is nol untouched 
by the Spirit of God, who thus hesitate be¬ 
cause they think nothing good enough as a 
welcome to that salvation. 

I have no doubt of their piety or safety ; 
but 1 do stand in doubt of the woman who is 
satisfied with either her faith or love towards 
so great salvation. li, must sfem but very 
little to the woman who step, enough in her 
own feelings and character to do justice to all 
its claims. Again, therefore, I afGrm,' that a 
real Christian cannot be satisfied with herself, 
until she awake in the image of God. 
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Another cause of tliat dissatisfaction wi|l> 

t!;emselves, which keeps the liopes and hearts 

0 

of some Christians very low, is, their high and 
holy estimate of the work and witness of the 
Holy Spirit. His agency, or influence, means 
so much in their judgnteot, that they cannot 
think how any thing they have felt, or are 
capable of feeling, could amount to being 
“ born again of the Spirit.” Indeed, it is 
only by ascribing and giving credit to others, 
for more fruits of the Spirit than others pos¬ 
sess, that such persons can admit that any 
change is a Divine change. They believe that 
other Christians are much holier than they 
seem ; and thus account for their being happier 
than themsel^s. 

Now, althougJi*here is some mistake in all 
thi.s, Ae error is on the safe side. Better rate 
the work of the Holy Spirit to'^ h|gh tha*n too 
low. Better hesitate to call any ordinary 
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(iHange Divine, than call every moral improve¬ 
ment regeneration, or every conviction coi.- 
versiori. But there is no occasion for thus 
going to either extreme. Neitlier tlie work 
nor the witness of the Spirit is a doubtful 
thing, wherever there' is humility before God, 
and an honest desire'"to be like God, These 
are principles which can neither be taught nor 
learned without the Holy Spirit. They are 
not natural, and they are never acquired by 
mere human effort. Indeed, no one tries or 
wishes to be truly humble before God, until 
the Spirit of God touch the heart. 

Let not, therefore, the timidity, nor even 
the trembling, the doubts nor the fears, of 
some “ holy women,” dishearteiiryou, or draw 
you into suspicions of the , efficacy of the 
Gospel to console as well as to sanctity.' It 
cam do both equally. Its promises have only 
to be as simply welcomed by your doubting 
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friends, as its precepts are meekly obeyed by 
tlidm, Ri order to their bein^ as happy as they 
are Jiumble. Sheshbazzar would say to each 
of them, “ Woman, why weepest thou ? Shake 
the mulberry trees in the valley of Baca; and 
make it a well; and thus*^o from strength to 
strength, until you appear before God in 
Zion.” 

The loM H^cchipuuim, the great day of 
Atonement, was drawing nigh ; and, from 
Dan to Beershcba, the Israelites were prepar¬ 
ing to appear before God in Zion. “ The 
songs of Degrees” were reviewed in every 

family, that they might be repeated and sung 
( 

in the wilderiftss; and every man that was 
right-hearted saief, I was glad when they said 

unto me. Let us go into the house of the Lord. 

. . . • 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jeru- 


srdero.! ” 
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Amongst those who waited for the “Conso¬ 
lation of Israel,” n^ne in Beersheba had ap¬ 
peared in Zion so often as Sheshbazzar. From 
year to year he had cheered the aged, and 
charmed the young, on their pilgrimage. Ilis 
proverbs met all cases, and his smiles or 
tears suited all hearts. He wept with the 
weeping, and rejoiced with the joyful. And 
yet, Sheshbazzar was a man that had seen 
affliction. The Angel of Death had said twice, 
“ Write that man a widower;” and the “ de¬ 
sire of his eyes” was taken away at a stroke. 
The Angel of Death stood on the tomb of his 
grief, and said again, “ Write that man child¬ 
less;” and’it was done. His heart bled, bat it 
never murmured. He said tluh each loss had 
become a new link between Ilis heart antj hea¬ 
ven; and that now, like the High Priest’s' 
bfeast-pla'te, It was so linked, all around, that 
it could not fall. The young wondered, and 
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ilie aged blessed tbe G(xl of Israel, wlio gaw*- 
co'nsolation in trouble, “ and songs in the night.” 

His fellow-pilgritns regarded him as almost 
a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by 
night, wliilst journeying with him in the wil¬ 
derness. They resolved ft)* ask him what was 
the secret of his consolation under so many 
calamities. They asked, and the old man an¬ 
swered witli heavenly smile, “ / shake the 
mulberry treef.” It was a dark saying, and 
they understood him not; but knowing that 
he never spake unadvisedly with his lips, they 
pondered that saying in their hearts. 

Sheshbazzar knew that their curiosity was 
ne'ther idle nor impertinent, and said, “ When 
we come to the valley of Baca,* I will ex¬ 
plain myself.” TJley came to the valley of 
Baca, and, behold, it was very dry! The 
streams in the desert were passed, away* like 
the s.ummer brook, and the heavens gave no 
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."'gn of rain. The pilgrims were panting “ as 
the hart for the water-brooks,” but, fou.id 
none. All eyes were turned to Sheshbazzar. 
“ Shake the mulberry trees,” he said. They 
shook them, and dew, pure and plenteous as 
“ the dew of Herinon,” began to pour from 
every leaf. They made wells around the mul¬ 
berry trees to prevent the showers from being 
absorbed in the sand of the desert, and then 
shook the trees again. They drank; but, 
though refreshed, they were not satisfied. 
They looked to Sheshbazzar again. His eyes 
were up unto God. He raised “ the song of 
Degrees” in that “house of their pilgrimage.” 
All joined in it, and sung, “ I will lift up mhie 
eyes unto Jie hills, from whence cometh my 
help. My help cometh frpia the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.” The pilgrims paused. 
No cloud-appeared on Carmel, and no sound 
of rain was heard from the wings of the win(l. 
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‘ Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious V' 
Was a question quivering on tlie parched lips 
of many. Sheshbazzar alone was utterly un- 
moved. He raised again the song of Degrees, 
and his rich and mellow-toned voice sounded in 
the wilderness like the jubBee-trumpet amongst 
the mountains of Jerusalem. The pilgrims 
listened as if an angel had sung:—“ He will 
not suffer !liy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber. The Lord is 
ihy keei)er; the Lord is thy shade upon the 
right hand. The Lord shall preserve thee 
from all evil : he shall preserve thy soul. The 
Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy 
coming in, from this time forth, a'nd for ever¬ 
more.” He paused, and bowed hm head, and 
worshipped. Tl»g« pilgrims felt their faith in 

t 

God reviving, and renewed their part of the 
song; 1 will lift up mine eyes un[o the ’Lills, 
from whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
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<iom the Lord, who made lieaven and eartli. 
And whilst they simp, “ tlie Lord gave a pldh- 
teoiis rain” to rel'resli his weary heritage in the 
wilderness. 

Wlien they had drank, and were satisfied, 
and had blessed the God of their fathers, 
Sheshbazzar said,—“ My children ! the Pro¬ 
mises of God are the mulberry trees in this 
valley of tears. The dew of heaven lies all 
night on their branches, and some dew may 
always be shaken from them. When I was 
widowed, like our father Jacob, 1 shook that 
unfading mulberry tree, ‘ The Lord liveth; 
a7id blessed be the rock of my salvation.' When, 
like David, our king, I was bereaved of niy 
children, 1''shook that broad-bTanching mul¬ 
berry tree, ‘ I will be unto a better jmrtion 
than sons or daughters.' Accordingly, I have 
found no trial',' without finding some dew of 
consolation upon the trees of promise, when - 
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ever I shook them. And when more was HS- 
cessary, God has strengthened me with strength 
in my soul.” 

The pilgrims looked at tlie mulberry trees 
in tile valley ol' Baca, which they had shaken, 
and smiled coinplacenlly*oh the good old man. 
lie ftw it,, and continued his parable :— 

“ It was not whilst Job pondered and 
brooded over his calamities, that he said of 
God, ‘Though* he slay mo, yet will 1 put my 
trust in him : ’ he was shaking the mulberry 
tiees when he said thi.s; and when he said, 

‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.’ Abra¬ 
ham would never have yielded Isaac to the 
altar, if he hafl not shaken that great mulberry 
tree—‘ In thy se%} shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.’ ” 

Thus the pilgrims went on, '• fr»m strength 
t« strength,” listening to the wisdom of Shesh- 
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bitzzari and “every one of them” appeared 
“ before God in Zion,” 

It is, perhaps, quite as necessary to explain 
the implicit faith of some Matrons, as the 
doubting faith of others. 

Amongst many fond and fanciful names, 
which Slieshbazzar’s young friends ‘bestowed 
upon him, the favourite one, with them, was— 
the Beershebean Eagle. Agreeably to this 
title, his grove, upon *he hill of ’vineyards, was 
called the Eagle’s Nest. The emblem was 
not misapplied; for “ as an eagle stirreth up 
her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them 
on her wings,” so Sheshbazzar guarded and 
guided his 'young friends. It \tas not often, 
however, that the old mariv Vould climb , the 
hill of vineyards to visit the eagle’s nest. His 
favdurite sent 'was undpr his fig tree. But 
there—his young friends could not be alone 
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with him. The elclciS of Beershe.ba ofteji 
vi^iited. liini there, after th(f evening sacrifice ; 
and some of them had no sympathy with the 
vivacity of the young. Slieshbazzar’s eagletn 
seemed, to them, to fequire cliecks rather than 
encouragements. He hinajelf was often told, 
that if he did not clip their wings, they would 
soon flee off'from the ark of the covenant, and, 
like Noah’s ^-aven, never return. Sliefshbazzar 
v/as wont to ,say, in answer to this, “ that 
wings were not made to be clipped ; if tlieir 
flight be well directed, they cannot be too wide, 
nor too strong. Let us treat the young as 
Noah did tlie dove ; welcoming them into the 
ark of our confidence whenever they arc weary, 
and never puling then, upon the jving except 
for sacred purpo^i^s: then, like the dove, they 
will return ‘ bringing an olive leaf’ to garland 
our grfey hairs.” 

The eldSrs of Beersheba had not been treated 
Q 3 
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t^s in the days of their youth; and, there¬ 
fore, they did not ifnderstand the principles of 
Shcshbazzar’s conduct. “ It is one of your 
odd ways,” they said, “and whoever lives to 
see the end of it will find that the old way of 
checking is the best.” He meekly answered, 
“We can never che„k what is evil in the 
young, unless we cherish what is good in 
them.” Agreeably to this mar.im, he re¬ 
quested his young friends to meet him in ti e 
grove after the hour of the morning sacrifice. 

They came to the eagle’s nest, full of the 
recollections of the former evening, and evi¬ 
dently mortified by them. Sheshbazzar saw 
this, and began, at once, to characterize his 
aged friendf; that, in the pre^nce of their 
sterling worth, their slight vyeaknesses might 
be forgotten. 

“ We can appreciate and admire,'' said 

l 

Esrom, “ the meek patience of Gather, and 
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tlie warm zeal of Laisk, and the solemn pietv 
of Mahlon, and the cedar-like integrity of 
Jasher ; but we can learn nothing from their 
lips! Their character is eloquent, whilst they 
remain silent. Wheti they speak, the charm 
dissolves; for they are ali men of one idea, or 
their thoughts have no connexion. How is 
their character thus superior to their know¬ 
ledge ? You often tell us that we shall never 
ai-t better than we know. Are they not excep¬ 
tions to this rule ? ” 

“ Not in the least, Esroin,” said Shesh- 
bazzar ; “ and, when you have more than one 
idea of this subject, you will find that their 
character is superior, not to their knowledge, 
but to their talents a.id tongue^. Each of 
them knows experimentally that the God o! 
hi.s .atliers is the God of Salvation ; and that 
single truth, when vividly and habitually rea- 
lized by •minds of any order, is quite suffi- 
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cient to account for Any degree of Iiojie or 
holiness. Tlie minds of the elders are, indeed, 
comparatively narrow ; but they are com¬ 
pletely full, and absorbed with the Titurii ok 
TiiuTiis; and a sf.rakii's mind cannot be 
more than full! 1 should, indeed, prefer to 

sec their tliongbts in .dusters like the grapes, 
and in ears like the corn, or at least threaded 
like the pearls of the Queen of iSheba; but 
pearls do not grow in strings, a,nd the wine 'is 
sweetest when the grapes are picked off from 
the stalks, and the ear must be broken up 
before the corn can be made into bread.” 
Thus Sheshbazzar played with the subject,, 
that he might' divert the attention of his eaglets 
from it. Bjit Rachel '^as tliere^^, and she had 
been wounded, as well as .iportified, by the 
cold looks and cutting sarcasms of the eld'ers; 
and as she waj now more intent upon’excel¬ 
ling in character, than on-shining iiii talent or 
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knowledge, she repeated the question—Hoiv 
do*theSe good men act better than they under¬ 
stand ? 

Sheshbazzar denied again that they did. 
“ They merely act better than they explain. 
They have reasons i’or then*conduct and spirit, 
although \.hey cannot always ‘ render a reason ’ 
in words. Their reasons may be few, but they 
are not wealJ. The_/brm of them may not be 
philosophical rtor fascinating; but tlie sub¬ 
stance of them is divine. The simple consi¬ 
derations—‘Tins is the will of God,’—‘That 
is for the glory of God,’—‘ Thus the Patri¬ 
archs acted,’—determine the character of the 
elders, as effectually as the subliraest forms of 

t 

tliese facts coifld sway the master-sjiirits of the 
universe, and fill** more effectually than your 
poetical reasons influence your faith or prac- 

i. 

tice.” 

e “ My children,” said the old man, and he 
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b‘''came solemn as a dying man, “ mistake not 
my meaning nor motives. 1 look at you too 
often not to see it, and love you too well not 
to tell it—your minds are not yet full nor 
happy by what you know of the God of your 
fathers, as the Gotl dV salvation. Your hearts 
are still divided between God and the world. 
You are afraid to forget or forsake Him, and 
it is well; but you do not delight to be often 
alone with Him in prayer, no'r to meditate 
upon Ilis character, except when your thoughts 
assume forms of mystery or majesty. You 
are rather fascinated by sithVmie ideas of 
Jehovah, than affected by sweet or solemn 
ideas. IIis character attracts you more by 
the boiindlelas range which it bpens to your 
excursive imagination, than *‘fy the solid basis 
it affords for your eternal hopes. Accordingly, 
were‘your bes,. thoughts resolved into their 

I 

simple elements, they would lose more thar 
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one-)ialf of their hold upon you. The facts «f 
th^' great salvation, without its figures, would 
be held tame by you—so much are you the 

creatures of fancy. But what are the constel- 

■» 

lated images with which genius has enslirined, 
as with another ‘cloud ot'*glory,’ the ark of 
the covenant; compared with the simple fact, 
that our God is the God of salvation ? This 
truth duly apprehended and appreciated, would 
render the ark" of the covenant glorious in 
your eyes, even if the shechinah were removed 
from it, or had never rested upon it.’’ 

“True, father,’’ said Rachel, blushing as 
she spoke; “but the God who gave the cove- 
na’.it of promise, gave the shechinah of glory 
aloaig with it. * He l.'imself has itR'ested and 
enshrined even truth of truths with its 
chief attractions, and thrown around it all the 
pomp and plenitude of ynagory.”‘ 
i“ I grant it, my daughter—readily grant it. 
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itud cordially rejoice in the ‘ divers manners ’ in 
which God spoke unto our fathers by tlie {pro¬ 
phets. 1 feel that I owe much both to the 
splendid and the mysterious forms in whicli 
the great salvation has been revealed. 1 
doubt, from the ch&racter of my own mind, 
whether the covenant, if given in simpler 
forms, would have arrested my wayward 
attention, so as to win and fik my volatile 
heart. The majesty of God’s language'is, 
however, a part of God’s infinite condescension. 
Nor must we forget the character of our nation, 
when He multiplied and heightened the hal¬ 
lowed enshrinements of the covenant. Noah 
required nd shechinah on Ararat, nor Abra¬ 
ham on Moriah, to 'endear ti.e covenant, to 
them, or to induce them to'^it the bloody seal 
of sacrifice to it. Both the magnificence and 
the' variety of Mosaic worship are, tlierefore. 
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the measure of our fathers’ minds, when they 
ca ne out of Egypt and settled in Canaan. 

“ But I have no wish to evade the force of 
Rachel’s remark. God has as evidently di¬ 
versified the forms of* truth to please the mind, 
as the flavour of fruits, the colour of flow¬ 
ers, to gratify the sens'es. The food of the 
soul is obviously from the same hand as the 
food of the body. It is not, however, the rind 
of the pomegrjvnate, nor the bloom of the grape, 
nor the golden tinge of the corn, that we prize 
most. We do prize these lovely hues as proofs 
of ripeness, but the nourishment is in the fruit 
which they beautify : so it is with revealed 
t'ruth. 

“ I have thought too, at timt^, that there 
are deeper reasoq.^ for the _ profusion of figura¬ 
tive language in the word of God, than some 
suspect,. For, by thus seizing upon all the 
sublime aiitd lovely objects in nature, and con- 

R 



secrating them to the iliustiation of the Divine 
character and government, so tliat the^ bi;,''n 
as lamps around the eternal throne, God has 
created a grand antidote against Idolatry. 
The natural objects which are the gods of 
other nations are thur made the mere servants 
of the true God, or only the shadows of his 
glory ; so that what they worsliip, wc employ 
as helps in his worship. And, win could bow 
to the sun shining in his strength, or kiss tl.e 
hand to the moon walking in her brightness, 
who had once read, that God is the ‘ Father of 
lights, without variableness or the shadow of 
turning?’ Esuom ! you can follow out this 
hint; it is qui*e in your line of things. 

“ And, Rgchel, the fallowing hint is in your 
line. There is a strong tendency to extremes 
in the human mind. Some who love nature \rith 
enthusiasm, loathe religion, or conceal their 
dislike to it under the. thin veil of polite and 
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vague compliments. Others love religion wifh 
nrli|ue.,tionabio cordiality ; but, from seeing 
the votaries of nature averse to the word and 
worship of Jehovah, they are afraid of nature, 
and inclined to frown upon every reicrence to 
its beauties or sublimiti^a, J'hey thus seem 
to think that a star or a flower is as likely as 
Baal or Ashtaroth.to estrange the huiuaii mind 
from God aftd godliness. In their estimation, 
it is heresy to .speak well of “ the sweet influen¬ 
ces of the Pleiades;’’ and empty sentimentality 
to be affected by the varied scenery of the 
heavens or the earth. They confine tliemselves 
to scriptural language, and yet forget that it is 
fi.ll of nature! The word of God registers all 
the works of God, and calks them*dl forth ‘ in 
their season,’ to’icio homa'^ge to itself and its 
subjects : and yet these good people seem un¬ 
conscious of the fact., "Was it not, as an’anti- 
dotc against this divorce of nature from reli- 



184 A matron’s timiiStty explained. 

gijn, that God incorpdl'ated with the revela¬ 
tion of eternal things so many appeals ,*o She 
scenes and seasons of nature ? Rachel, this 
is in your new line of things. Whilst you 
were prayerless, you were a mere sentiment¬ 
alist : and only too willing to find excuses for 
the neglect of the Scriptures. You preferred 
the works of God to the word of God. This 
proved how little you read the latt'er, and how 
superficially you studied the former. Nothirt^ 
honours nature so highly as the Bible has 
done. Moses and the Prophets have looked 
upon the heavens and the earth with a more 
poetic eye than the poets of anticjuity, or the 
harpers of ou*.' own times.” 

Thus the ,Eagle of fceersheba.-guarded and 
guided his young. 



No. V. 

TllE MARYS AT THE CROSS. 

There are no f’ainilRtr expressions wiiicli a 
Cliristian understands better, or means more 
by, than the emphatic words, — “ visiting 
Calvary,”—“ going to the. Cross,”—“ leaning 
on the Cross,”—“ kneeling at the Cross,”— 
“ clinging to the Cross,”—“ looking to the 
Cross.” In one or other of’ these consecrated 
forms of speech, a Christian embodies all that 
it best in the spirit of his penitence, and of his 
faith, and of his devotion. Indeed, when his 
heart is not at the Cioss, his penitence is 
neither deep nor tender ; his faith neither 
strong nor lively ; his devotion neither sweet 
nor solemn. Whenever he ceases'to glory in 

R ,1 
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the Cross, he sinks int^ coldness or foraiality. 
And if he quit the Cross, or lose sight of it, 
he loses both hope and heart, until he get 
back to it again. 

Nothing of this experience has, of course, 
any connexion with the use that was once 
made of crosses and, crucifixes, in religion. 
When they were most in use, such experience 
was least known. More hearts,^and more of 
each heart, have been won to Christ crucified 
by the preaching of the Cross, tlian by all the 
visible exhibitions of it which painting ever 
embodied, or sculpture emblazoned. When 
crosses were most numerous, real Christians 
were fewest, and the real Cross least influen- 
tial. This is only wlyat might be expected. 
Emblems, by bringing home the crucifixion to 
the senses, kept the understanding and, the 
heart afar off from its great principles, rnd its 
true spirit 



THE MAKYS AT THE CROSS. 


187 


But* whilst Christian experience itself has 
had nothing to do with the once popular uses 
of a visible cross, the language in which that 
experience speaks, is, in no small degree, both 
derived and enrichsd from this old source. 

The familiar expressions which once described 

* » 

what the body did at a cross, or with a crucifix, 
now describes exactly what the soul tries to 
do when contemplating the Lamb of God, slain 

for the* sin of the world. Not, however, that 

’ ♦ 

the scriptural worship of Protestantism is thus 
an intended or conscious imitation of the bodily 
service of Popery : no, indeed; such an idea 
never occurs to the mind, even when it is 
clasping and clinging to the Cross in thought, 
just as superstition did to the symbol in 
action. 

•Ve are not, however^ indebted to super¬ 
stition, for all our emphatic forms of expressing 
the exercise of faith ot penitence, at the Cross. 
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Superstition itself borroyved the elenients'of its 

« 

best language, on this subject, from the word of 
God. Both the holding up of the crucifix, by 
the priest, and the looking at it, by the peni¬ 
tent, are literal imitations;: the one of setting 
forth Christ “ openly crucified,” and the other 
of believing on Him with the heart. In like 
manner, the postures and gestures of super¬ 
stition at a cross, are imitations of the real or 
supposed conduct of the Marys on Calvary. 
Their concfuct, however, deserves something 
better than popish imitation, or even than Pro¬ 
testant admiration. It is more complimented 
than understood. The Marys were, indeed, 
“the last at the Cross, and the first at the 
Sepulchre, of Christ ;”rand felt, no doubt, all 
that poetry or piety has ascribed to them, on 
that solemn occasion. They must, however, 
have felt fur more, and in another way, than 
is usually supposed. For, unless the Virgin 
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Mary be an exception lo the others, they hgd 
not-exactly our views of the death of Christ, to 
guide their feelings. What we look at as an 
atoning sacrifice offered to God, they saw 
chiefly as an atrocious murder perpetrated by 
man. Whilst we see chtefly, on Calvary, the 
flashing sword of Divine Justice, and the burst¬ 
ing vials of Divine Anger, they saw only the 
gleaming of *1116 Bonian arms, and the glare of 
Jewish vengeance. Where we hear,^hiefly the 
thunders of the Divine Law, they heard only 
the ferocious execrations of a frantic mob. 
Their feelings, whilst witnessing the crucifixion, 
could not therefore be akin to our feelings 
whiLst contemplating it. Their sorrow, then, 
de.ep, and meking, and genuine a» it was, was 
not penitence, aor was '^leir overwhelming 
depression humility. Their love to Christ was, 
indeed, at its height, when In'-- own love to 
them and So the world was highest: but it was 
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nvt as an atoning Saviour they loved him 
then. 

They did, however, love liirn then and be- 

( 

fore, as a Saviour: yea, as the only Saviour. 
It is as much under the sober truth to ascribe 
their love to Christ ilnto sympathy, friendship, 

A 

or ordinary gratitude, as it is beyond the truth, 
to ascribe it unto faith in the atoning efficacy 
or design of his death. Two of the Marys, 
at least, cannot be supposed to’have known or 
believed more, at the time, than the Apostles 
did : and they neither understood then what 
Christ had foretold of his resurrection, nor 
approved what he had foretold of his death. 
Accordingly,'the women were as hopeless as 
the men, ow the morning of the third day, 
until the Angels to) . them o'f his resurrection : 
for it was not to welcome a living Saviour, but 
to complefe the entombment of the dead 
Saviour, that they went so early and eagerly 
to the septdehre The “ sweet spices ” they 
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hroiiglit to “ anoint Him,” prove that tli&y 
hat? no hope of finding liim alive then. Mark 
xvi. 1. Tliey were not, however, without 
fnitfi in Him, as the Saviour, even then. Mary 
of Magdala continueS to speak of Him as her 
“ Lord,” even wlien she^ supposed that liis 
body had been removed from the sepulchre, 
and laid somewhere else. ,lohn xx. 13. “ They 
have taken 'jway my Lord, and I know not 
wl.ere they havis laid him,” was her first answer 
to the Angels, when they said to her, “ Wo¬ 
man, why weepest thou?” I would not graft 
too much meaning upon the word “ Lord ” 
itself, in this instance; nor upon her use of it 
at the time. I will suppose nothing more, than 
that she used i^ then juii in tbo so8se she had 
been accustomed»<to attaoijj^ to it, whilst the 
Saviour was alive : and there is no reason 
whatever to think that His death had altered her 
opinion of #ither his Messiahship or his Sonship. 
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had, no doubt, blasted all her hope of 
seeing Him establish that temporal kingilom 
on earth, which all the disciples expected : but 
it withered none of the hopes of pardon and 
eternal life, which she had formerly planted 
upon the power ai?(i promises of the Son of 
God. 

This is the real point to be kept in view, 
whilst judging of the motives and emotions of 
the Marys at the Cross. They.did not under¬ 
stand that the Lamb of God was then taking 
away the sin of the world, or laying down his 
life as a ransom for them ; but they had no 
doubt, even then, of his being the Lamb of 
God, nor of' his being their Saviour. All tl;\eir 
conduct on Calvary,* and especially the ho¬ 
nourable and cost^; funerah they prepared for 
Christ, prove, to a demonstration, that'their 
“ hope in Christ” had not died with h'lm. It 
does not seem to have dimmed at all, even 
when the sun became darkness ; nor to have 
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shaken at all, even wl.en the earth shook ajid 
tinmhled; nor to have drooped at all, even 
when the sepulchre was sealed. Their hope of 
safvation was then as much with him “ in 
Paradise,”, as the spirit of the penitent thief 
was there with him. 

The truth of these strong assertions lies on 
the very surface of The narrative; and applies 
equally to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicode- 
r.ius. Indeed,, there is no evidence, direct or 
indirect, that the death of Christ overthrew 
the spiritual hopes, or altered the spiritual 
opinions, of any of the disciples. It upset all 
their hope of a temporal kingdom, or of what 
tljey called, “ redeeming Israel but it does 
not seem to liave brought the'shadow of either 
a doubt or a sus^licion upk^i their minds, in re¬ 
gard to his Divine character or mission. They 
all forsook Him, indeed, at the crisij of hi3 fete ; 
but not (torn unbelief, but from fear and con- 
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sternation. Tlie sheep scattered when the 
Good Shepherd was smitten; but they d,id<(io 
lest they themselves should be smitten with 
him ; and not because they had ceased to con¬ 
sider him as the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls. The idea of imposture, or fraud of any 
kind, on His part, never seems to have crossed 
their minds, even when apfiearances were most 
against his claims. John obeyeci that dying 
injunction of Christ, “Behold .thy mother!"’ 
as promptly and cordially as ever he obeyed 
any command given by Christ, when in the 
plenitude of his power and glory. “ From 
that hour that disciple took her into* his own 
house.” John t!ix. 27. In like manner, the very 
“ sadness ” of the two tiisciples, 6n the way to 
Emmaus, proves, be/'jnd all \loubt, that their 
opinion of their Lord’s integrity had under¬ 
gone' 'no chang.? by his death. Their spirit 
would have been bitter or indignant; not sat) 
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only, if they had thought him a deceiver. Be- 
si ’es. they did not hesitate nor faulter to say 
of Him, even then, that he was both “ Jesus 
of Nazareth,” and “ a Prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people.” 

The conduct of the ]VI,arys is, however, still 
more decisive. They never would have fol¬ 
lowed Christ with tears to Calvary, nor stood 
either nigh* to or afar off from the Cross, if 
they had changed their opinion of his truth or 
of his grace. They did not, indeed, recognise 
Him as then sealing the everlasting covenant 
with his blood; but they evidently saw Him 
sealing tlie truth of both his gracious promises 
itnd his high pretensions by his blood ; for it 
was (and th»y knew .t) because^he would not 
retract nor quali^ his hi^ claims, that he was 
condemned and crucified. Accordingly, at his 
buriaf, they acted a part, throughout, iti. per¬ 
fect harillony with strong and unaltered faith 
in both his truth and grace. For, who does 
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noA see at a glance, tliat llie Marys neither 
would nor could have lavished their atteptifims 
and tenderness upon His funeral, if they had 
doubted his faithfulness or his sincerity ? Be¬ 
sides, Mary of Magdala had a living proof, in 
her own bosom, of His Divine power. He 
had “ cast out seven devils ” from her spirit: 
and, as they did not rctm^i when he was im¬ 
prisoned, nor whilst he hung on the cross, nor 
even when he died, she could not but be sure 
that his deatli had neither disproved his power, 
nor discredited his character. 

I bring out these facts with some care, be¬ 
cause they enable us to make a right use of 
the example of these holy women : for, they ai^e 
thus perfect rrodcls of ftiith in tho truth of the 
Saviour’s promises, ^^d of lovitito the Saviour’s 
character. That faith and love they cherished, 
avowed, and exemplified, when all the aspects 
of the universe seemed to frown iipo'.i, and tq 
fight against. His person and mission. Neither 
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the cowardly flight of his friends, nor the reck- 

A 

less fury of His enemies, moved the Marys. 
They “ stood by the crdss,” when the cross 
itsdf could hardly stand on the quaking mount. 
They forsook him nftt, even when they heard 

him declare that God had “ forsaken ” him ! 

• 

They did not, of cosrse, understand, at the 
time, the mystery of that judicial “ lama sa- 
BACHTHANi jJ’ but neither its mystery, nor its 
terrors, alienated their affection or their confi¬ 
dence from the Saviour. “ None of these 
things moved ” them ! Shall, then, less things 
move you from the Cross of Christ ? This is 
the point 1 wanted to bring you to. Now, if 
the Marys did and endured so well, whilst the 

death of Christ was before them only as a 

• • 

murder and a martyrdom,—what a height 
both their faith and love v?oukl have risen to, 
had they known, as you know, that it w^as an 
atoning Sacrifice, .securing “ eternal inherit;" 
s .3 
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ance ” to all in heavei), who had died in the 
faith of Christ; and “eternal redemption to 
all on earth, who should then or afterwards 
believe on him ! Oh, had they seen then, as 
you see now, how all the curse of the Law 
was cancelled by Hisi, bearing its curse; how 
all the perfections of Jehovah were satisfied 
and glorified in the highest, by His voluntary 
submission to their will; how all J;he balance 
and basis of the Divine government wese 
established ,for ever, by II is one offering of 
himself as the votary of their holiness, and 
as the victim of their justice ;—had the 
Marys been aware of all this, whilst they 
stood by the, Cross, their conduct' and spi¬ 
rit, noble as^ tfiese Wi'jre, wou^d have been 
nobler still! Surely^ then, jjpur conduct and 
spirit should not, need not, be inferior to 
theirs,; seeing your knowledge of the gtory of 
ihe Cross is so much superior to apy and all 
th,at they possessed, when they thus rose 
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above *the fear of peril and reproach, and 
balanced all the mysteries of the crucifixion 
by faith in the characte’r of the crucified 
ONb. 

There is^ indeed, 'mystery about the Cross 
still. And, livhy'should^ there not? I will 
not answer this question by reminding you, 
that there is mystery in every thing great 
and small, piental and material, throughout 
tlje universe. But, whilst this fact should 
teach us to expect it in the Cross too, our 
own character and spirit may well suggest 
to us, that our “ faith and patience ” require 
some “ trial,” in common with others. 

The Marys were not exempted: and why 
should we b^ so ? Tlycy ha^ to believe and 
obey, when ther^ was napre mystery and less 
ma;esty around the Cross', Jhan now invest it: 
for naw the crown of thorns, and the .mock 
robe and jeed of supremacy, are exchanged for 
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the real crown and scejrtre of universal govern¬ 
ment; the scornful “ Hail, King of the Jews,” 
is followed by the vyiiig and everlasting “ Hal¬ 
lelujahs ” of all the armies of heaven ; ihe 
central cross on Calvary' is succeeded by the 
“ middle seat on the etertial thronethe 
momentary frown of judicial anger, has given 
place for ever to the endless and unalterable 
complacency of paternal love : the keys of death 
and the invisible world hang upon the “ vesture 
dipped in blood,” and He who was “ numbered 
with transgressors,” is now identified with 
Deity, in all the homage and glory which 
saints or angels can render. If, therefore, the 
miracles which the Marys saw, and the voices 
from heaven which they heard, firoved to them 
the Divinity of Christ, and counterbalanced all 
the wants and woes of His earthly lotsurely 
His place on the throne and m the worship of 
■Heaven, may Will overpower every difficulty 
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which reason meets, o* speculation suspects, 
in t+ic.Divinity and glory of the Saviour. 

1 neither profess to solve the mystery ot 
His incarnation and sacrifice, nor pretend to 

be unaffected by it; but I do claim the right 

• * 

to bo heard and heeded•jvhen I say to you, 
that an atoning Saviour is the universal creed 
of Heaven, and the only creed on earth which 
converts sinners, or consoles saints. 


•Happily, only a few females, amongst the 
incfeasing thousands and tens of thousands of 
the intellectual, have had the fool-hardiness to 
stand forward in open hostility to the Godhead 
of the Saviour. This pitiable contrast to all the 
puje spirits around the eternal throwe—this mon¬ 
strous singularity, in aauniverac which adores 


the Lamb,—is not* presenl>d by many of your 
sex. Long may it be proverbially true of the 


sex at Targe, that they are still the last to'quit 
• * > 


the Cross, Jmd the first to visit the Sepulchre. 
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You have, perhap?, some reproach to en¬ 
counter, in thus imitating the Marys. , Well! 
brave and bear it as they did. Had they not 
dared all hazards, how many souls might have 
been lost, whom their noble example has won 
to Christ? Had th/^.y shrunk back from own¬ 
ing Him, after having"'received so much grace 
from him, how many traitors and cowards 
might have sprung from their timidity ? And 
should you flee or flinch from the Cross,* in 
order to escape “ the reproach” of it, you'will 
peril more souls than your own. 

It is, indeed, a trying dilemma when a wife 
or a daughter cannot “ confess Christ ” in their 
family, without giving offence. It is a very 
strong temptation to f'je silent,,or to compro¬ 
mise evangelical truth, when the avowal of 
that truth breaks tlie peace and harmoffy of 
hotno. Firmness is, however, kindness” to the 
opposers. There is no such cruelty to an gn- 
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believing partner, parent, or brother, as break- 
ingt'ta'tb with Christ, in order to keep tlie 
peace witli them. For, what is tliis peace, 
wliilst you must carry about with you tlie 
horrible comsciousness that they must perish 
by their unbelief, and that you are abetting 
that unbelief! I invoke, adjure, you to con¬ 
sider this! For, could you so conceal your 
faith from them, as to satisfy them without 
peiiling your own soul, you would but more 
effectually peril their souls. 

Look again at the Marys, and be firm. 
Depend upon it, if you have to witness for 
Christ at home, your firmness will eventually 
win, souls at home, as well as save yourself. 
Let “ Azur atid ZaimSn ’’ suggvtst to you 
how you may jeifn fideli?y with tenderness, 
in dealing with “the enemies of the cross of 
Christ.’ 
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Azur and Zaemon. were “ Hebrews of the 

t 

Hebrews,” and had been Pharisees , ofi • tlie 
Pharisees; but botli had renounced Judaism 
for Christianity, although from different prin¬ 
ciples. Zultnon was won by the .Example of 
Christ: Azur by the Atonement of Christ. 
Zalmon was fond of tiie Oriental anrl Grecian 
philosophers who speculated on Christianity; 
Azur refused to associate with them, and 
would not acknowledge them as believers. 
He loved Zalmon as the friend of his youth, 
but treated his pretensions to be a Christian as 
unfounded; for they had been advanced in 
this form and spirit: 

“ I can iVo longer resist the evidence^ of 
Christianity<;” said Zalmon : “ lie the autum¬ 
nal floods of JordaE, they b>iar unto the Dead 
Sea every objection, as it comes withifi the 
mighty sweep of their swellings. The all¬ 
perfect character of Jesus demoii strates j)is 
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Messialisliip : it was so‘pure, and yet so so£i'dl 
wiiiia'; so unbending in principle, and yet so 
bland in manners withal; so tried by calamity, 
and yet so jjatient withal. Although he was 
dragged frotn the cradle to the cross, as it were, 

on the hurdle of povert)^,« by the wild horses 

• 

of slander and persecution, neither agony 
nor ignominy could alienate him from his 
mission, nor* alter his character. Like light, 
he passed throagh every medium uncontami¬ 
nated. Not to be a Christian, therefore, is 
irrational.” 

“ If you mean by his mission, his media¬ 
tion,” said Azur, “ I congratulate you upon 
yo.!.r conversion ; and, whatever you mean, 
Zalmon, 1 haiV your truimph over the prcju- 
dices which blind*our natio^ to the beauty of 
the Saviour’s holiness. But in your philo- 
sophical circle, it is become faslMonable* to 
reduce his*death to the rank of a martyrdom 
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tor .truth, and to exalt kis example on the ruins 
of his Cross. I may not own this as Clyis- 
tianity : I stand in doubt of you.” 

“ I suspected, Azur, that you would,” said 
Zalmon; “ you live amongst little minds ; 1 
move amongst the sages of the city. You are 
smitten with the love of mystery; I am, with 
the love of virtue. It is enough for me to 
find in Christ, the Sun of Moral Righteousness : 
in that capacity he will hold an eternal mert- 
dian, and shine with healing in his wings, 
until righteousness become universal. Such an 
example the world wanted ; and, having found 
it in Christ, wants nothing more for salvation. 
Here my faitlf begins and ends." 

“ Zalmon 'i be seridus ; thus*^ the faith of 
Nicodemiis began. He ack^iowledged Christ 
to be a Teacher sent from God; and Clirist 
treatdd the avowal as unworthy of his notice. 
He did not welcome the meagre cdmplimen*. 
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but proceeded to teaclf the ‘ Master in Isrijd,’ 
thift die Son of God was sent into the world 
to be lifted up on the Cross, as a sacrifice for 
sin. Hemeiuber this fact; and ' marvel not 
tliat I say Onto you, Ye must be born again.’” 

“ My early and tried'’friend, 1 will be seri¬ 
ous. I • have marked, Azur, the fact you 
mention, and feel staggered by its bearings. 
It is to the‘point. And, as a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, 1 carftiot forget that, under the law, 
the pardon of sin was inseparable from sacri¬ 
fice. The principle of Atonement was as 
prominent in our once holy system, as the 
Temple in our holy city. All this I frankly 
concede to be fact; but pretend "^not to under¬ 
stand it. MJ? present Opinion is,’'that the per¬ 
fect Example of Christ, apd his illumination 
of Immortality, by raising the standard of 
morals, render sacrifice unnecessary,” 

' “ Zalman ! Zalmon ! sacrifices are, indeed, 
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urinecessary now ; but ?)n your new principles, 
they were always useless and unmeynwg. 
‘ Tile blood of bulls and of goats could never 
take away sin,’ nor open the gates of Paradise 
to the spirits of our fathers. Think me not 
liarsh, because I ara" warm. You have for¬ 
saken Judaism without embracing Cliristianity. 
Neither Christ nor Moses would now own you 
as his disciple. You occupy a jTlace against 
which Sinai and Calvary eqflally roll their 
thunders. Am I therefore become your enemy 
because I tell you the truth ? Let them flatter 
you who love you not; 1 love you, and there¬ 
fore warn you. And now, having done so, 
1 will reason with you. Was not the Messiah 
promised to Ine'’ FatliAs ? And did not the 
faithful of all ageji '' rejoicI" to see his day, 
even afar ofl ? But, if he came only to teach 

i 

and•. irtue, what benefit could they 
derive from his work ? Tliey expected beneflt 
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(roin his mission, and di/'d in the faith of reap¬ 
ing* its blessings; but if these consist in his 
EXAMPLE, they rejoiced without cause ; for all 
the influence of an example, however good, 
extends only forward, not backward. On your 
principles, therefore, the ^Fathers had neither 
part nor .lot in the mis.sion of Christ." 

“True, Azur; but if the Fathers needed 
neither part nor lot in it, what follows ? ” 

■ “ If they did, not! Zalmon, are you or they 
the best jtKf/p’e of their need? If their guilt, 
and their sense of it, be judged from the number 
<>f their sin-oiFerings, their need of salvation 
was absolute. Besides, they looked beyond 
the sacrifices to the atonemert typified by 
them ; and .^hus avojved t^joir^ need of a 
Divine propitiatioj;i. In :*word, they expected 
the'Lamb of God to take away their sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.’’ 

“ Provp that, Azur, and I will vie witif 

T 3 
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you ill glorying only ifx the Cross. jSut the 
«* 

Fathers were in Paradise before the JjEvinb 
was slain. Their spii its were carried by angels 
into Abraham’s bosom as they departed. 
They were, therefore, saved without, the atone¬ 
ment.” 

“No, Zalmon; they were saved before it, 
but not without it. What saith the Scriptures ? 

‘ God hath set forth (Christ Jesus), to be a pro¬ 
pitiation through faith in his bjood, to declaie 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God.’ 
Here, past sins refer not only to the former 
sins of living believers, but also to the sins of 
all believers tf/ider the first covenant: for tjie 
death of Ch(.ist' declan.;s the righteousness of 
God in forbearing a'nd forgiving them. The 
faithful of former ages were, therefore, justified 
and .glorified, ip virtue of Christ’s pledgd to die 
lor them at the fulness of time, e On th^t 
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ground*itliey were adm'Ued into heaven wlien 
the^' died ; but their ‘ eternal inheritance’ was 
not vonjirmed until liis ‘ death for the redemp¬ 
tion of the transgressions under the first testa- 
ment.’ Titus tlie Atonement Iiad a retrospec¬ 
tive influence of the samf^ kind as its jtresent 
and prospective influence. And, that the 
Fatliers expected this, yea, calculated upon it, 
is self-evident from all the jtrophets. They 
tc light the Chtuch to realize the sufferings of 
Christ as the sacritice for her sins ; and to 
speak as if the Lamb had been ‘ slain from the 
foundation of the world.’ ‘ He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: surely he hath borne our griefs and 
carried our s^iprow’s.’ '^'’hus tluy both felt their 
need of an atonofineut, affd knew that it would 
be made for them. It has been made ; and since 
-hat moment, the Old Testament saints* have 
‘sung a yEw Song ’ in heaven, saying with a 
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lotsd voice—‘Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain for us.’ ” 

“ Azur, if your views of the sacrifices be 
-right, your system is as harmonious as it is 
sublime. My scheme, I must confess, does not 
; gree with the whole V’ord of God. The sacri- 
fces, especially, are not duly explained- by it.” 

“ Explained by it, Zalmon ! they are utterly 
useless in it. And yet that they were of Divine 
appointment, is self-evident; fo' neither reasoii 
nor superstition could have suggested them. 
And then, no act of worship was ever so 
signally honoured with the Divine approbation 
as sacrifice. “ The cloud of ylory” travelled from 
altar to altar,"like the sun through the signs 
of the Zodiac-,sirrudiatins and ratifying them all. 
But, on your principles, the high solemnities of 
sacrificature, which thus charmed and chaiiied 
dowr^the Shechinah to the earth, were fieither 

I 

useful nor instructive! ‘To the La'' and the 
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Testimony,' Zalnioii; ai.d, since your philoso- 
pliws ‘ speak not according to tliese,’ depend 
on it, ‘there is no light in tliern.’ Patriarchism, 
Judaism, and Christianity, unite in confirming, 
the Divine maxim, tliat ‘ without shedding 
of blood there is no remisjiion of sins.’ There 
is, therefore, notliing between us and hell, but 
the Blood of the Lamb.” 

“ If such l»e the fact, Azur, God be merciful 
to me a sinner! And ‘ God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of Christ.’” 

“Amen, Zalmon, and Amen! \ou will 
now visit Cialvary, as the Marys did after the 
Resurrection. They neither saw its glories, 
ncr understood its solemnities, 6n the day of 
the Crucifixftn. I o’ten tfviiZt with what 
different feelings ^liey stoo*tl at the Cross, when 
they knew it to be the Altar of Eternal Re¬ 
demption ! Then, how all they had seed and 

* 

heard on‘the great day of atonement would 
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rrse upon them in foi ms of supernal majesty 
and supreme glory! Yes; and I fin'^'like 
them, that my first visit was not my best. 
I feel ashamed of my first appreciations of the 
Sacrifice of Christ; they were so vague. And 
still 1 have much to learn 



No. VI. 

TIIF, M^uVS AT THE SEPUHCURE. 

Paul,, wlien enumerating tlie successive 
manifestations of Christ to the disciples, by 
which “ niai>y infallible proofs ” of the truth 
ot the Resurrection w^re given, adds with 
great emphasis, “ Last of all, he was seen of 
me.” If Mary of Magdala lived long enough 
to hear or read this exclamation, how naturally 
and emphatically she must have exclaimed, 
“ First of all. He was seen of nie.” It is not 
improbable tltfet both she and tht’other female 
witnesses of the Resurrecfion, did live to read 
or hear St. Paul’s personal testimony to this 

great truth. How, then, do you think;* did 

* * 

they apprftve of being left out of the list of 
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witnesses by Paul; se^'ing tiiey were the firs, 
persons to whom the Saviour “ showed hiniself 
alive ? ” The four Evangelists had not treated 
them thus, in their Gospels. In each of the 
Gospels, the Marys are placed at the head of 
the ‘‘ great cloud of- witnesses,” which attest 
the Resurrection, Why, then, are they not so 
in the Epistles also ? Obviously, because it 
would have been no kindness tc the Marys, 
whatever honour it might have been to theiii; 
for, as Paul’s Epistles were chiefly addressed 
to Gentile Churches, and as persecution raged 
in Judea at the time, any reference to the 
Marys, or to the women of Galilee, as the first 
witnesses, might have drawn more visit'.rs 
around them' ihan they could cd.iveniently, or 
wisely, or safely welcome. Thus both their 
character and their life might have been 
peril"J, had their names been made as pub- 

I. 

lie and imperishable in the Epistles,, as they 
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they wete in the Gospel®. Paul’s silence was, 
theiiffore, the shield of their holy reputation, 
and of their precarious life. Both these were 
hazarded cjiiite enough, by the publicity and 
popularity which their names had acquired in 
Jude.'. 

Besicifis, you can easily conceive, from their 
character and spirit, how they would count it 
honour enough, for them, to have seen the 
L, rd “ first,” evpn if there had been no notice 
taken of the fact by tlie Evangelists. The 
sweet consciousness, that His first appearance 
was to them ; that His first “ All hail” of wel¬ 
come was to them; that His first smile, after 
the sorrows of death, beamed oh them ; and that 
His first wor^s, after the silercc of the grave, 
were addressed to them ;• this, all this, must 
have been joy unspeakable *and inexhaustible. 
The IViarys could no more forget it, or be unsa- 
tisfied wit^ it, than the Angels who rolled awa^ 
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tlie stone from the sepulchre, and wrapped up 
the linen clothes within, can cease to remember 
or to enjoy the high honour bestowed on them, 
when thus permitted to minister to Christ, as 
He rose from the dead. Such honour had not all 
the angels of God th^n. They were all ahowcd 
to worship the Son alike, vvhen God brought 
“ in the First-Begotten into the world:” but 
when He “ brought Him again from the dead, 
by the blood of the everla'ting covenam,” 
only “two Angels” were admitted to wit¬ 
ness, or worship, or serve, on that august oc¬ 
casion. 

It would be an equally useless and fruitless 
inquiry, to ask why this honour was confined 
to so few of* the angfls, or wh.y it was con¬ 
ferred upon those ‘two -. it* is not, however, 
useless to inquire why the Saviour showed 
himyelf first to the Marys, when he arose 
from the dead. This was a marked prefov- 
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eiice, and, therefore, it must have had practi¬ 
cal j'ca.sons, wlicther we can discover them all 
or not. 

The great general reason for this preference, 
is to be found in the condition of the se.x at 
large at the time, The,y had, Then, neither 
that pit^ce in the Church, nor that rank in 
society, which they now enjoy. Male and 
female were pot “one,” in Moses, as they are 
II jw “all one iij Christ»Jesusfor, although 
women were not exactly without a name or a 
place in the Jewish Church, they had not 
equal privileges with men. They were not, 
indeed, “ outer court” worshippers at the 
Temple. Tlieir place in the sacred area was 
both higher ajjd nearer to the, symbols of the 
Divine Presence in the Sanctuary, than “ the 
coiut of the Gentiless?ill it was fifteen 
steps lower than “ the inner court,” wher* the 

t 9 

temple anti the altar stood, and where all the 
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males appeared befone God in ZioW. Thus, 
although they were not kept so “ far pfTn as 
the Gentiles, from the sight and hearing of 
public worship, they were not permitted liter¬ 
ally to draw “so nigh unto God” as their 

e 

Fathers, Husbands, or even their brotheni did. 
Indeed, in the time of Christ, they were 
treated at the Temple very much as Jewish 
women are now in the Synagogue: placed 
where they could hardly see or be seen. 

This arbitrary and degrading arrangement 
was not, however, of Divine appointment. 
This invidious distinction did not exist in tlie 
time of Solomon, nor even so early as the 
reign of Man'ksseh. Then there were only ^wo 
courts: “ tliL court of the prie.'t,” and “the 
great court.” The^lace ca’lled “the court of 
the women,” in the second Temple of Jeru¬ 
salem, was no,.more “ according to the pattern 

I 

shown on the mount,” than are the lattic^ed 
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galleries of the great Synagogue of London. 
Jiid^aism, as God gave it to Moses, did not, 
indeed, place women altogether upon an equa¬ 
lity with men, even “ in things appertaining to 
God ; ” but still, it did not degrade them ex- 
actl'", deeply as ii subordinated them. 

It was in reference, therefore, to a twofold 
subordination of the sex, that the Saviour had 
to take effectual measures for making male 
and female “ all one jn Himself.” He had 
to do something for women, which should at 
once emancipate them from human imposi¬ 
tions, and equalize them in Divine privileges. 
And what so effectual for this twofold purpose, 
as showing “ Himself alive after, his Passion,” 
to women ^st ? He thus piade the Marys 
apostles, even J,o the •4postles themselves !“ 
Aft^r this crowning distinction, what Minister 
or C’.urch of Christ, could doubt whether 
‘ daughters of the Lord God Almighty,” wej*e 
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ngt joint-heirs with IJis sons, in all 'he spi¬ 
ritual heritage of Christianity ? Thus the„Sa- 
viour’s treatment of the Marys had a reason 
beyond themselves. He treated them as the 
representatives of their sex: none of whom 
appear to haVc been £>jnongst his public enf .nics 
either during his life or at his crucifixion. This 
is a remarkable fact. Even Pilate’s wife warned 
her husband on the judgment-seat^ to have no¬ 
thing to do against “ fihat just, person,” as she 
called Christ. In like manner, the multitude 
of women who followed the Saviour from the 
city to Calvary, instead of joining with the 
men in the cry of “ Crucify him,” “ bewailed 
and lamented" him.” Indeed, there is no in¬ 
stance of any female offering any.public indig¬ 
nity to Christ, whilst Ae was upon earth. What 
the private feelings’ of the Mothers and Daugh¬ 
ters of Jerusalem were towards Him, I oo not 

I 

know, of course ; but, judging from, the kind 
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notice "He took of their kindly sympathy, when 
he,vvas led forth amidst the clamour and exe¬ 
crations of the Jews to be crucified, I am cer¬ 
tainly inclined to regard his conduct to the 
Marys as an acknowledgment of that sym- 
pal y, and thus as a token of* special good¬ 
will to. their sex, as well as to themselves. 
Luke xxiii. 27, 31. It was also emphatically 
“ good wili to man! ” But for this signal 
honour, womeq would* have been kept down 
both in the rhurch and society; and that sub¬ 
ordination would have weakened the Church, 
and hindered the progress of all the best 
charms and charities of social life. 

He is but a superficial observer, who sees 
jn the superior education of fsn.ales now, or in 
the advanced oivilizatioTi of men, enough to 
account for the high and hallowed influence of 
Christian wives, mothers, and daughters^ upon 

e 

*hc morajs and religion of the age. Both these 
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causes of improvement aie themselves th<i effect 
of Christ’s bringing male and female equally 
nigh unto God by the blood of the cross, and 
of making them all one in himself: and the 
proof—the demonstration—the seal of this, 
was given in-His appearing'to women ^nSt. 
His “ All hail,” to the Marys, began and led 
to all the holy consideration in which the sex 
are now held, and all the holy influence which 
they now exercise. The impulse which orir 
ginated both was given in the Arimathean 
garden. That garden was the Eden in which 
woman was made again a spiritual “ help¬ 
meet” for man; the Paradise in which the 
Adams and Eves of the new creation were 

r 

made “ heirs t/pgfther ” of the grqipe of Eternal 
Life. Yes; out of diis faef, however much 
overlooked or forgdAen now, arose all the spi¬ 
ritual,, fellowship, and united co-operation for 
^ood, which has either blessed or beautified 
the world and the Church since. 
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Meii^, Fathers, anu Brethren !—ye would 
nolf |iave raised “ the daughters of the Lord 
God Almighty to sit together with you in 
heavenly places with Christ Jesus,” had no^ 

t 

Christ Jesus himself handed them up, and 
• «* 

plaiiod them at your very side in* all the ordi- 
nances-and immunities of the Church. Ye are 
not, indeed, displeased with this equality, now 
that it is estiiblishcd. Ye would not alter nor 
disturb it now, i)n any account. Ye are even 
delighted wiJi it. Ye would not, however, 
have felt thus, nor would this equality have 
taken place, had not Christ, by his first act 
when he rose from the dead, given a deathless 
distinction to women. The hu..bands and fa¬ 
thers of tliat age had, not all the honourable 
feelings of this age. They were not withour 

C 

“ i.atural aifection ; ” but •their religious pre¬ 
judices checked its current. Even whe^ con- 
jugal an<i parental love was tenderest, it did 
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not admit the idea of spiritual equality in the 
Church on earth, nor tlie sweet hope of perfect 
equality in heaven. It was Christianity that 
introduced the present habit of thinking: and 
feeling; and it was the example of Christ, ra¬ 
tified by the first “All hail’"'of the resu/«;ec- 
tion, that gave effect "to the claims which 
Christianity advanced on behalf of women. 

Ail this may seem only a curious specula¬ 
tion to some men : Ixjt to this all men owe 
whatever was influential in the piety of their 
mothers. Yes, young Man ! your Mother could 
not have had all her sweet influence over you, 
even in early life, had she not held, in public 
opinion, as near and dear a place to the heart of 
God and the,!l.qmb, as your father did, if he 
'also was pious. It "was hef equality in the 
Kingdom of God Hn both worlds, that nwde 
her maternal love as powerful as paternili law. 
'Pans had she stood lower than her htisband oji 
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the scKle of spiritual '-and eternal privileges, 
yo*cwould not have risen very high on the 
scale of moral superiority, nor sunk so seldom 
as you have done. 

O, whaf dqes not the Church of Christ owe 
to '^)>ous MothersWhen I consider how 
little tl»e generality of even godly fathers do, in 
order to train up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, I cannot but see 
fiiat the breast of tin? Saviour was first full, 
and first warm, after death, with the mighty 
—the gracious—the wise purpose of creating 
for mothers paramount motives, and opportu¬ 
nities, and influences for making the lambs of 
tlt^iir family the sheep of His told. He fore¬ 
saw how muth would "liepend* Ofi maternal in¬ 
fluence, and ho% much* fathers would both 
leai>e to it, and throw upon*it; and, therefore, 

His flhst act when he rose fro'H the de&d, as 

# 

the Sheplterd and Bishop of souls, was to put 
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honour upon his fema’e disciples. Mothers! 
you are sure now that it is no strain of peui- 
pliment to the sex, which has run through 
this chapter. You see now that I have not 
been expanding an incident into a system. I 
have, indeed,'broughtr forward your rights,"ynd 
privileges from a point in the history of. Christ, 
at which they are not usually exhibited or 
pleaded ; but I have done this because it is 
the true point, and the*public .act towards wcf- 
men, by which He gave triumphant effect in 
the Church to all the claims of his female dis¬ 
ciples. Whilst, therefore, I congratulate you 
upon your equal, and equally well chartered, 
privileges in Mie Christian Church on earth 
and in heavett,'^! renjind you that you are 
thus blessed, that yS may le blessings; that 
your responsibilitySs equal to your high tail¬ 
ing Christ Jesus, and to your joint-h'eir.ship 
in his kingdom and glory. 
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I haiVe not forgotten, whilst explaining the 
gruK’d general reason of the honour conferred 
on the Marys, that their own character and 
spirit furnish explanations of the preference 
thus shown to them. The well known fact, 
tha they were the last at the Cross, and the 
first af the Sepulchre, ought never to be for¬ 
gotten. It is not, however, the only fact 
which seen’^ to have influenced the Saviour’s 
conduct towards them.* They had both sat at 
his feet, and followed him in the regeneration 
of life, long and often, before his Passion be¬ 
gan. From the time they were called by his 
grace, until all his temporal wants ceased, 
they had “ ministered unto him of their sub¬ 
stance,” ani been his, prompt and willing ser¬ 
vants. During!' his ministry, they were ^ 
once his aptest scholars, And his firmest ad¬ 
herents. In a word, we never heard cf them 
'.aking asy offence at his doctrine, or giving way 
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to'eitlier the fiery or «ambitious spirit'which, 
occasionally, betrayed the Apostles. This ttni- 
form fidelity and consistency were not likely 
to be overlooked by the Saviour, when he rose 
from the dead. He who accepted, atid even re¬ 
warded openly, the dythig testimony which'^the 
penitent thief bore to His innocence, wes sure 
to honour those holy women, who had so long 
and so closely identified themselves with Uis 
cause and character. "And Pfte did. Whilst 
He only returned sympathy for sympathy to 
the “ daughters of Jerusalem,” who only began 
to weep when His woes began, he mani¬ 
fested himself to the Marys in the garden, the 
moment he parted from the angels in the S»- 
pulchre. TheJ wiere tho first adrnOited to wor¬ 
ship at His feet, and enjoy Hfe presence, after 
the Angels had finished their homage tfnd 


services. 
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Is there no practicpl lesson taught bj this 
liisiorical fact? Does it illustrate no experi¬ 
mental fact? Origen says, “ God hates the 
man who thinks, that any of his holidays las^s 
but one day.” He means, that the man who 

•' "k _ 

thin’’.s of the Crucifixicai only on Good Fri¬ 
day, c" of the Resurrection only on Eastcr- 
Sunday, can neither please God, nor profit 
himself, by,his devotions. You readily admit 
liiis to be true.. Well* it is equally true, thal 
they have not much of the presence of Christ 
in public ordinances, and are never s\ire of 
enjoyment even at the Sacrament, who try not 
to walk with God during the week, as well 
a" to wait on Him upon the Saobath. When¬ 
ever there *is heartlers prayer in the closet 
from day to da^, there* will be no heart-felt 
praise in the Sanctuary ; bAause no such com¬ 
munications of grace, nor any .such holdwf the 
Cross, as* will tune the heart to the joy of peni- 
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tervtial grief, or to the of a good hope of 
Salvation. Only Marys who follow Qhfist 
through the week, are sure to meet with Christ 
oji the Sabbath. His salutation, “ All hail,” 
is now awarded most frequently to those who 

' I - 

serve him most faithfully. 

It is also in fine and full harmony with all 
just views of both Christ and Religion, to 
reckon that He was much influeo,ced in his 
treatment of the Marys,* by their sacred regard 
to the Sanctity of the Sabbath, and by their 
rising so early to visit his sepulchre. During 
His life, he had set them an example both of 
keeping “ The holy of the Lord honourable,” 
and of early rising. It was “ His custom ” t,o 
go to the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
to go “early in the liiorningc to the temple. 
This the Marys kntw, and imitated. Not all 
their sorrow or desolation, arising from' His 
death and burial, was allowed' by them to se; 
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aside fheir Sabbatic duties. They returned 
fro^ His grave, “ and rested on the SaTibath 
day, according to the commandment.” That 
commandment made no provision nor gave 
any warrant, for nnishing the funeral obse- 

quiss even of Christ, although •he was “the 

'■* • 

Lord of the Sabbath and the Marys did not 
venture to take a liberty which the law did 

not allow. This was not Jewish strictness. 

* 

They only did right. •Nothing but works of 
necessity or of mercy are lawful on the Sab¬ 
bath day : and the completion of the Saviour’s 
funeral was neither. It was no work of ne¬ 
cessity : for even if His sacred body could 
have “seen corruption,” there was more than 
enough of qjpbalming spices around it to pre¬ 
vent all danger. , It was*not a work of merc^; 
for - that body could no longer suffer, and was 
expotsd to no insult. 

How this example should influence yisur 
X 3 
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Sabbatic habits and spirit! For, if the^ Marys 
would not finish the rites of Sepulture on ^the 
day of holy rest, even in the case of the savi¬ 
our, what likeness to them do those women 
bear, who can finish a dress, or pay a visit, 
or take ajavrU of pleasure, orl that sacred jh^y? 



No. VII. 

1 ARTlALri'I.ES IN HOLINESS. 

' I HAVE heard" and read a great deal (said 
one) about the nature and necessity of evan¬ 
gelical holiness, and about the only way of 
acquiring it; but, except in my Bible, I have 
niet with nothing expisessly on ‘ The Beauty 
or Holiness.' There, however, almost as 
much is said about its beauty and loveliness, 
as upon its necessity. Holiness is as much 
commended as it is enforced, in the Word of 
God; and invariably represen‘ed, as being 
equally desirable and essential,, .Now, although 
I certainly do noi see clfearly what could be 
said on the beauty of hoiinuss, that would help 

me to follow holiness more fully and wil^ngly, 

> 

I do botl^ see and feel, that something mote 
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tlian even a deep sense.of its necessity, is re- 

« 

quisite in order to this. I find tiiat it is only 
in as far as I really love or admire true holi¬ 
ness, that I follow it cheerfully. A sense of 
duty, or an apprehension 6f danger, leads me, 
certainly, farther in well doing, than love wtmld 
always carry me; but still, I do those things 
most and best, which I love as well as revere. 
Alas, 1 do nothing as it ought to be done! 
There is, however, a better and a worse in my 
obedience; and the best parts of it are those 
duties which commend themselves to my heart 
by their loveliness, as well as to my conscience 
by their authority. I want, therefore, to see 
all duty in this light; that I may choose it 
for its own sake, as well as jubmit to it 
oecause it cannot be oafely nfglected.” 

Perhaps, you hr.ve thought and felt thus, 
when observing how much more pleasuse you 
ti.kc in some duties than in others. You myst 
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have ncyiiced, at times, the very great differ^nte 
thert is between the spirit in which you 
discharge tlie duties you really love, and the 
spirit in which you yield to those you ar« 
only afraid neglect. In general you are 
“ gla when it is said tr,you, “Y-et us go up 
to the ,house of the Lord ; ” but not always 
glad when both Conscience and the Holy 
Spirit join in, saying, “ Enter thy closet, and 
shut thy door, snd pr^y to thy Father who 
seeth in secret.” Even the assurance, “ He shall 
reward thee openly,” does not always charm 
you into your closet, even when you cannot 
exactly plead the want of time to go. In like 
manner, you can in general say from the heart, 
“.How amiaMe are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 
God of hosts.” The house of God presents 
itseh often to your mind, in *the course of the 
week, as the very gate of Heaven. ^Its otiicles 
and ordinnnces, its worship and fellowship, 
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Witlj their sweet influences and holy ’ associa¬ 
tions, rise up before you in the world, as ».hey 
did before David in the wilderness, in a vision 
■30 bright and lovely, that you feel something 
of his holy impatience to “ appga'" before God 

•1 rf 

in Zion.” Thus you' do not say nor th' dr of 
the Sabbath,—“ What a weariness it is.’ when 
will it be over? ” You do not, in general, feel 
like Doeg in the temple, “ detained before the 
Lord.” But not so dVten in this fine spiri’t, 
do you anticipate or improve your return to 
the closet and the family altar. And yet, you 
love them more and better than some other 
duties. They also present themselves fre¬ 
quently as gates of Heaven too. On a bright 
morning, when' the s,’m fills the house, as 
with the glory of the okF Shechinah, how 
exhilarating it is'to bow around the family 
Altar, oflering the morning sacrifice ! ” 'And on 
a stormy night, or when wearisome mights are 
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before iJS, how soothing it is to join in “the 
evening sacrifice ; ” casting all our care upon 
Him who careth for us ? And not less ex¬ 
hilarating to our spirit, is the closet of secret 

* 

prayer, when jour thirst for communion with 

» ^ 

God i' ardent; nor less, jootliing, when our 
cares apd fears are oppressive. Thus there is 
attraction, as well as obligation, in the duty of 
prayer. If Jhe law of devotion drive us 
occasionally to both tile domestic and the 
solitary altar, the cords of love, or the magnets 
of conscious want and weakness, draw us 
habitually. We need law ; but we see beauty, 
and taste happiness, and sometimes lose the 
seme of duty in the sensations of delight, 
whilst drawing nigh onto God. Nothing, 
perhaps, is more ‘gratifying to us, than the 
prevalence of a truly devotional spirit in the 

sanctuary and the closet. We welcome it*as a 

• 

token for good, and reckon it an unequivocal 
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tAa(k of grace Whifst we delight id' prayer, 
we cease to doubt the genuineness of ourCaith, 
and are not tempted to question the reality of 
,our conversion. 

Now all this is as it should be, • We cannot 
attach too much importance to a de.v'jtional 
spirit, nor be too watchful to preserve, it; for 
when this evidence of personal piety declines, 
every other passes under an eclipse, which so 
darkens them all, thafwe arc unable or afrhid 
to trace our connexion with the Sun of Righte¬ 
ousness. We actually lose His light, when 
we lose our relish for prayer. That relish is, 
however, more frequently lost or impaired by 
not cultivating an equal relish for some other 
duties, than ’by the ^ indulgence of sloth .or 
formality. We are oftener' thrown out of the 
spirit of prayef; by giving way to wrong 
tempers, thar by growing weary of regular 
habits. Fits of ill-humour, whether fier^ or 
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sulky, keep us out o.' the closet whilst they 
lastp and make us afraid to enter it even 
when they are over. Hence the necessity of 
attaching almost as much importance to “ a 
meek and fpiiet spirit,” as to a devotional 
spirit Tlie former, as w|ll as tht; latter, is an 
“ ornament of great price in tlic sight of God 
and ought, therefore, to be equally lovely in our 
estimation. Cut, how few see so much 
n.oral beauty ip, self-itontrol, or in a meek 
spirit, as in a devotional spirit! And yet, we 
all know well, that devotion is neither hea¬ 
venly nor pleasing when we are angry or 
peevish. Were it, therefore, only for the sake 
of serenity and holy freedom in the closet, we 
ought to stucjy the beauty of g. 4ioly temper so 
closely, that we •could ®no more leave our 
hun.ours, than our habits,*to accident; and 
no mure risk the consequences of an unruly 
or ■ hasty jpirit, than of a defiled conscienc*. 
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Indeed, for every purpose, whether practical 

r 

or devotional, we ought to regard good tc.'yper 
as being as truly a mark of grace, as good 
habits, or gracious feelings. It is, in all its 
forms, “ the fruit of the Spirit.” y^ccordingly, 
“ long-suffering, gentleness, and mcel^ess,” 
are classed with “ love, joy, peace, and faith,” 
in the scriptural enumeration of the special 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. And, what is 
equally to the point, their opposites, “ wrath, 
strife, and variance,” in common with heresy, 
are classed with the worst works of the flesh. 
Gal. v. 19, 23. Were this duly remembered, 
we should feel, in ruling our tongue and 
temper well, that we were as directly proving 
our faith in Christ, and evincing our partici- 

I 

pation of the Holy Spirit, as,.when we mounted 
on eagles’ wings in devotion, or melted in dove 
and penitence at the Sacrament. Yet; and 
tie should both soar and sing ofteper, if ^ve 
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habitually tried to possess our souls in pa- 
tiei*e and equanimity. 

But even tiiis is not the duty, which has 
“ no comeliness” that commends it to our 
taste. The worst tempered do not admire 
pass’^n even in tliemseivcs, however they may 
justify, or palliate it at times. They often 
excuse it, but they never praise it, nor pre¬ 
tend that it, makes them happy, perhaps no 
Ohristians see ,so cleSrly, in one sense, the 
deformity of ill temper, as those who are, 
themselves, very irritable. They smart and 
suffer so much from giving way to it fre¬ 
quently, that they know well all its sad effects, 
however they may forget its sinfulness, or try 
,to soften it» guilt in their O’^n' case. Neither 
are they insensiUle to tlie beauty of a meek 
and quiet spirit in others* They even wish 
tiiey were like them; and, if wishingc could 
Slake them so, they would be very glad! tDf 
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course, it never will tor in speaking thus, 
they are wishing for wliat no one has or r,'an 
get in this world,—a spirit that should need 
neither ruling nor watcliing over. Grace to 
rule and watch over their own rebfllious spirit, 
they might obtain by .turning their idle vt’sfies 
into honest prayers : but even prayer itself, 
however fervent, will not bring down from 
lieaven into any bosom, a spirit winch nothing 
could ruffle, or which Would require no looki 
ing after. There is no such temper in the 
universe, except in heaven. Let us not, 
therefore, amuse ourselves by dreaming about 
a lovely fiction, nor deceive ourselves by ima¬ 
gining that thtjse who have an “ excellent 
spirit,” are so''gifted with it, asito need no 
self-government nor ji’ains-taking, in order to 
excel. Those who' excel us most in tempbr, 
will all be found to exceed us equaliy in 
wSCtchfulncss. 
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I d(\ not forgot, ’"hilst writing thus, that 
inagy aro good-humoured, and even sweet- 
tempered, wlio yet have no grace whatever, 

nor any concern about it. In sucli ca.ses, 

•> • 

therefore, ^ readily'allow, and solemnly affirm, 

that the sweetness of their disposition proves 

• 

nothing but the healthiness of their nervous 
system, or the harmony of their physical 
powers, or the absenee of provocation. In 
.tuch females, therefore, habitual gentleness 
and suavity do not amount even to moral 
principle, and are in no sense tlie fruits of the 
Spirit. The utmost and the best which can be 
said of this happy temperament, is, that it is 
an invaluable gift of Provide! ce, very favour¬ 
able to all Jjie duties of life and godliness, and 
very useful to society. ®It ought, therefore,To 
be highly prized by all wljo possess it: for it 
is u..questionably given by Providence, as a 
;.iotive to seek grace ; and thus it invokes 
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weighty responsibilities, jind leaves its tiossess- 
ors without excuse, if they neglect the gjreat 
salvation. 

Much more responsible and inexcusable, 
liowever, are we who have found some grace, 
and hope for .still more, if we neglect our tdni- 
per or leave it to accident. For if nature, 
when unusually gentle, bind to improvement, 
how much grace confirms that obligation ! If 
they sin who spoil a fine natural disposition 
by exposing it unnecessarily to temptation, 
how guilty are we when we allow grace to be 
defeated by nature, just because we did not 
try to rule our spirit at the time! 

It will not do to set off against this neglect, 
the attention we ^pay to the greg^t salvation 
ithelf, and to some of the spiritual duties which 
love to Christ inv^ilves. Indeed, the more 
attention we pay to them, the more ,'nex- 
cunable we are when we give way to a wron» 
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spirit. ^ Besides, we do not attend to th^ra, 
whjjst the fit of ill humour lasts. That which 
clouds our brow or convulses our frame, hides 
both Divine and eternal thing's from our sight, 

for the time; and renders it difficult, even 

* • 

afterwards, to rehew clear and calm views of 

• 

them again. Thus, what is really spiritual 
about us, is any thing but a set-off against 
what is natural. “ The image of the hea- 
5 enly,” instead of excising or palliating “ the 
image of the earthy,” only aggravates its in¬ 
consistency, whenever that inconsistency is 
allowed, or not singled out for crucifixion. 

Nothing is farther from the real design of 
these hints, than to set an ami’ible spirit above 
a devotional spirit. My olycet is, to show 
clearly how thejj help each other, and how 
mveh they depend on eaijh othei'; that thus 
we n ay be equally careful to cultivate both. 
They arg, emphatically, the wings on whfch 
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the soul rises to heavep ; and if either , wing is 
allowed to drop often, the other will not Vear 
the soul far nor frequently within the veil. 
Hence the necessity of making Christian tem¬ 
per a matter of deliberate study. -\nd I mean 
by studying if, not mfrely trying to rule^yo'ur 
spirit better than you have done, nor even 
being more upon your guard than formerly ; 
but also contemplating its own native loveli¬ 
ness, and its “ great prilie” in,the sight of God 
and man, as an “ ornament” of female charac¬ 
ter. It must be loved, in order to be habit¬ 
ually attempted. But loved it will not be, 
until its own loveliness is seen and felt. We 
must be charm'cd by the beauty of this feature 
of the Divine 'image, as well as .charge our¬ 
selves by its authority or its> necessity, if we 
would really abound in' it. 

This is equally true in regard to a foCbear- 
in|;- and forgiving spirit. The duty, of lon|- 
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suffering under injur;,, and the still harder 
dut3» of both forgiving and forgetting the in¬ 
jury, may stand very clearly Uefore the mind, 
and even have much weight upon the coq- 
science. vj/e may neitlier despise nor dispute 
our obligation, to bury ,in oblivion whatever 
we haye suffesed from the hand or tongue of 
others: and yet, all our heart may rise and 
writhe against the duty of telling, oj showing, 
tne offenders, *Hat we* do forgive and forget. 
Indeed, we are inclined to think it quite 
enough, if God know that we are trying 
to do it in his sight. Nothing, perhaps, is 
more mortifying than the idea of making 
kgown to the offender, face to face, that we 

have got ov^r the offence ; except, indeed, the 

• 

idea of confessiag our own faults to those 
whom we have offended.* Both duties are 
sadly against the grain of human naturo, even 
v.'nere gnace has no small influence upon the 
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lie'art^ Accordingly, noiVlier duty is, in gene¬ 
ral, well gone through, even by those .»;vho 
cannot be easy before God until their breaches 
w-th man are openly healed. 

Here, again, the failure in tliis, |'‘a'rt of holi¬ 
ness, arises from not s'udying the beauty.of a 
right spirit. We look at both confessing and 
forgiving, too much in the lights of this world, 
or through the eyes of others ; and thus come 
to deem that mean-spirited or very wealc, 
which God reckons signally noble and pecu¬ 
liarly lovely. Whilst, therefore, a deeper 
sense of positive and imperative obligation to 
confess and forgive, is of immense importance; 
still, that alone* will not lead to much of either 
until both are' admired for their beauty, as 
well as admitted because oi their authority. 
We must learn to love these duties because 
they are lovely in the sight of God ; and for 
the sake of the good they create and tfic 
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mischie/ they prevent, as well as for the sake 
of ^le laws which enforce them : for, other¬ 
wise, we shall shrink from them entirely, or 
perform them grudgingly. 

I have iV)w said quite enough to convince 
you, that more rtian regard to the law of holi- 
ness, or than the dread of the penal sanctions 
which enforce it, is necessary, in order to a 

cheerful and impartial following of holiness. 

• • 

We must be drawn b)i its silken cords, as well 
as driven by its knotted whip ; for, otherwise, 
we shall not go far enough, to make our call¬ 
ing and election sure; nor readily enough to 
prove that “ the love of Christ constraineth 
us.” 

The grand question here, Itowever, is, how 
are such winning views «f’the beauty of Holi¬ 
ness to be acquired, without a degree of study 
greater than we have time for, and deeper 
than our talents can reach ? N'ow, happily, 
thj Ethics of Holiness •are both few and 
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simple. Its chief req.stiiis are founded upon 
what God is, upon what Christ has don^ for 
us, and upon what is obviously wanted as pre¬ 
paration for the enjoyments and engagements 
of Heaven. 

Did you ever obi^erve how the first of 
these reasons (which is the most profound) is 
brought before us in the Scriptures? “ As He 
who hath called you is holy, so 1^ ye holy in 
all manner of converisation • because it is 
written. Be ye holy, for I am holy.” 1 Pet. i. 
15. Thus caf/injf Grace introduces cominandtwiy 
Holi ness. God appeals to what he has done 
for us, before telling us all we must be. What 
is “ written” to' us on the subject of holiness, Js 
founded upon \ths,t is “ wrought ” jn us by the 
Holy Spirit. God reminds us that he has called 
us by his grace, when he invites us to contem¬ 
plate a.nd copy his holinc.ss. Thus He interests 
ou'r hearts, that he may exercise ovr nndel- 
standing, and sway our conscience, by ihe 
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gluries Ills own c''ni'acler. Truly Gocl.is 
love* in the very manner in which he gives law 
to Ills children ! 

Now we fondly hope that what we have 

* I ^ 

felt of the jViwer and sweetness of the Gospel, 
is, the gracious “*calling” of Grffl. We may 
be soniewhat afraid to say that it is, positively, 
that efi'ectual calling of God, which is “ with¬ 
out repentance” on his (lart: but we are very 
anxious that it mjiy priTvc to be so, and rpiite 
sure that it has been effectual for some good 
purposes upon both our hearts and habits 
already. Wc may not see so clearly the pre¬ 
cise time of our call, as to be able, like Paul, 
to point to the very moment of our conversion, 
saying, “ \S^ien it pleased Goer to call me by 
his grace;” but»we do remember the time, 
wh^n we disliked godlincss,»and felt no need of 
grace? Wc are very glad that 

**Thc.9e tin'es are nast!” 


2 
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and would not lor ^w/irlds they should re¬ 
turn , 

Well; the lioliness of God did not prevent 
Him from calling ns hy his Spirit, even whilst 
we were “dead in trespasses aii/i sins.” In 
fact, it was because ^e is glorious in holiness, 
that the love wherewith he loved us when he 
quickened us, was so “rich in mercy:" for 
had he not loved Holiness infinitely, he would 
never have taken ont step, nor made oile 
stoop, to make us holy. We need not be 
afraid, therefore, to study how holy the God 
who called us is. Had he lieen less holy, he 
would not have called us nor any one. Well, 
therefore, may' the harp of Judah be li.steqed 
to and obeyei?, rfvhen it invites ns to “ give 

I 

thanks at the remembrance tif His holiness:" 
for were not fJorf, iiillnitely and immutably 
holy, '.here would be no grace to give thanws for. 

'I mention this partienlarly, because it is (roo 
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coiiiiiioi'.to speak and •lijiik only of’tlic Love ni' 
the Mercy of God, when gratitude for grace is 
claiuifd I’roin us. All grace, however, is given 
for holy jiurjicses; and, ihereiore, it ought to 
lead out ou'v thoughts to the Divine Holiness 
which is tlie moral reason of this,' as well as to 
the Di.vflic Love which i.s the original foun¬ 
tain of grace. The character, as well as the 
heart, of God, must lie ko|it in vy>w. We 
have no more rigljt to ITjok :it tlie hitter, apart 
from the former, tiir comfort, than the twelve 
tribes of Israel had to look only n[)on the 
breastplate of Aaron for their names, when he 
interceded before the Lord. Their names 

were also upon the brrrjl-sioitcs, on his 

shoulders. ^Tlms they wc'c * jilaced upon 

( 'll* , 

the, seat of autltririty, as well as upon the 
sea,, of sympathy; and* btyne where govern¬ 
ment ^'ested, as well as where gras.'e reigned. 
It'^is in idlusion to this, that it is said M 
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Oirist, “ The goveniin-nl shall be epon his 
shoulders.” 

There is, therefore, something wrong in our 
views, if we are afraid to think of the holiness 
of God : and if we dislike to think ‘jf it, there is 
luueh wrong hi our hearts. Our dislike will not 
move, however, until our dread is removed. So 
long as the holiness of God presents any thing to 
terrify us: or is regarded as an attribute which 
is against us; or as an awful perfection whieli 
would turn from us with abhorrence, were 
It not prevented by Love and Mercy; so long 
we shall not love it. We cannot love the 
holiness of God, whilst we reckon it our 
enemy, or rega'rd it as no farther our friend, 
than Just as far as the intercession of Christ 
keeps it from breaking out u/ion us in fury. 

This, alas! is, b.owever, the ordinary View 
of it. In this light, the generality coliteni- 
jiiateit; and therefore dislike the subject. It 
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serins tliom, to have “ no heanty” lliat tlicy 
sho'*i(l (lesiro it. Do yon feel at all in tliis 
way'? Does tlie Holiness of Goel appeal' to 
you an attribute flashiin^ rather with dbvour- 

ing fire, tl'hn with soft s])len(Iour ? Do you 

* 

look to it only from necessity ; ajul never from 
choieCj exccjit when you feel your noeil of a 
strong check upon yourself? Were you never 
so charmed by the beauty of Jehovah’s holi- 
ness, as to “ give thar/ks at the remembrance” 
of it'? Can you hardly imagine how you 
coulcl ever so get over your instinctive dread 
of it, as to delight in thinking of it, or to be 
capable of contemplating it with comjiosure? 
I)ocs it seem to you impossible to be as much 
charmed wjj.li the holiness of Gfid, as you have 
been with his love and niercy ? 

multiply these qfiesyons, and magnify 


lhcir»importance, pisl to throw your tl^oiights 
lidly oh,from vulgar opinion, and faiilv frulh 


z .'t 
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uppii tlie revealed cliarap,tc‘' of God ir)j Cliiist. 
“ In the face of .Jesus,’’ the brightness of the 
glory of the Divine holiness, shines as mildly 
as the softest radiance of any perfection you 
admire. 

In order ta be convinced of this, you have 
only to ask yourself the single question,— 
“ Were God unholy, what security would re¬ 
main for the continuance of any of his lovely 
perfections ? ” Do youi- not see at a glance, 
that llis holiness preserves them all ? It is 
the vital principle of the Divine character. 
Because it lives—Love, Mercy, Grace, Truth, 
and Wisdom “ live also.” 

But I have j,onc so fully into this subject, 
in my little wo.k on “ Manly PiijTY,” that I 
must leave you to lollow i;ut the hint for 
yourself; for, in fact, I have exhausted all my 
definite ideas already. 



No VIII. 

ClnliVI'I»\NS IK'I.Y TKMI’LES. 

“ Rf.memiieii your rank, my Lord and 
respect it,” said a venerable friend of mine 
(apart) to a^ young nobleman, who Jiad so far 
forgotten all that he ffwed to hi.s “ order,” as 
to descend to vulgar manners and language in 
the IVIail. The deserved reproof had the de¬ 
sired efi'oct: the young man resumed all the 
proverbial urbanity and politeness of his high 
station. 

This is one of the b^nertcAl influences of 
hereditary and official “lank : it imposes pro- 
prety on power. It doej not always prevent , 

vicef but it preserves decorum, and enforces 

• • 

tiie scni^ilancc of viitue, in the inlcrconrsc* of 
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soeiety. When nobilil,v, however, is ei)slirined 
witli noble recollections of patriotic anco'try 
which hallow it more than age, or wealth, or 
heraldry, more is expected from it than deco¬ 
rum or courtesy. The descendabts of the 
champions and martyrs of both civil and reli¬ 
gious Liberty, are expected to breathe the 
spirit, as well as wear the mantle, of the patriots 
who immortalized their name. A Russell, 
Sidney, or Hampden, 'without public spirit, 
or a Wickliffe, Ridley, Cranmer, Baxter, or 
Owen, without Protestant spirit, would be an 
anomaly, equally unnatural and repulsive to 
the public mind; for whilst “ England expects 
every man to do his duty,’’ to her sacred 
liberties, she cafku>ales upon sacrifices, as well 
as duty, from the linea’i represiwtatives of “ the 
mighty dead,” who claimed with their voioe, 
or sealed with their blood, tlie charter of her 
independeiice. Such associations arc noV, 
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liowevet, the only sovr<jes of honourable ;uk1 
insj'jring feeling, which tells well upon the 
interests of society at large. Nothing has 
softened, or purified the intercourse of social 
life, more t^.an the self-respect of females. By 
respecting themselves, for the sake of their sex, 
they have won respect and homage. Their 
moral influence has kept pace with their moral 
tastes and jntellectual character, jnd made 
Itself felt like fragrance, in all directions; and 
felt most when, like fragrance-flowers, they 
seem unconscious of their own sweetness. 
They have thus created “ a law unto them¬ 
selves,” which promulgates itself without a 
t'-umpet, and explains itself without words, and 
prolongs itj own authorit^by tfieir silence. A 
look defines it e^en to the dull; and a blush 
defends it like lightning, »from the designing. 
A r^man has only to respect herse)f as a 
Woman, in order to be respected. 
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;You feel, accordingly,- that you ow,e much 
to your sex, on its own account. Youusee 
at a glance, both what is worthy and what i-s 
unworthy of it. You do not, and cannot, 
forget what is expected from you 01 / the single 
ground of your sex. , You are not sorry that 
so much is expected. ^ ou are even gratified 
and glad, that “ whatsoever things arc pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, wliatsoever things 
are of good report,” are calculated upon, aS> 
almost matters of course in your character. 
You can hardly regret that, when a woman 
falls, she 

“ Falls like Lucifer, to rise uo more,” 

in this world. S'he fj?cling in the public mind, 
that women, like Angels, must'stand or fall for 
ever, is, indeed, a ,’iigh one; but it is higMy 
honour,able to you, and unspeakably benducial 
to Society. It may expect and exact too much 
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from yc(ii; but it enable^ you to do more ijnd 
bef^r, and both more easily, than if the stand¬ 
ard of female excellence were lower. 

Why not, then, respect your piety as' much 

as your sex'? If there be any thing inspiring 

« 

and responsible in the consideraiion ,—“ I am 

* 

a wonjan, and one of Britain’s daughters ; ” how 

• 

much more in the consideration,—“ lama 
Christian, and one of the daughters of the 
ii,ord God Almighty?” The latter relation¬ 
ship is, 1 am fully aware, not so easily realized 
or cl'aimed as the former; the former is your 
birth-right, which nothing but crime can forfeit. 
The latter is an adoption, which no virtue 
can merit. It is not, however, on that account 
less obtainable, nor less f|^,,ni?r less ascertain¬ 
able ; for “ to a* many’'as receive Him—even 
to them that believe on'his^namc,” Christ gives 
“ po»'er,” (that is, warrant and welcome,) to 
rfegard yiemselvcs as the children of G»d. 
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“ As many as are led, Ijy the Spirit o/.God," 
they are the children of God. 

Tliese are neither equivocal nor discouraging 
tests of adoption. They prove your adoption 
into the redeemed family of God, if yon 
honestly welcome Christ as your only hope of 
salvation, and honestly desire to be led by the 
Spirit into all truth and duty. And, do you 
not ? If you really did not, why arc you so 
deeply interested in this subject ? Why, els^-, 
are you so anxious to be a child of God ? How 
came the question of your adoption to lay such 
hold upon your mind and heart ? “ Who 

opened thine eyes ” to sec the need and nature 
of “ being borrf again,” in order to becoming 
one of God’s ^{lit'tujal family ? T,his persua¬ 
sion cometh not from' instinct, age, example, 
or education. It is,the fruit of the Holy S\>i- 
rit. IJe has “ quickened,” “ illuminated,''’ and 
“ led,” wherever the Spirit of adoption is thus 
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prized, ml prayed Cor ^nd longed after. The 
hoaij is magnetized by grace, that turns to this 
holy pole. 

Die cyie.stion of your adoption is, however, 

one Which ought not, and never can be well 

* 

settled, by your *own consciouspioss of certain 

• 

feelings or desires on the subject. It is a 
practical, as much as an experimental ques- 
lion. It turns quite as much upon what you 
i'lre trying to be am? do, as upon what you 
wish to feel anti enjoy. If, therefore, in addi¬ 
tion *to your solicitude to be a child of God, 
you are trying to copy the likeness, and to 
eiiltivate the spirit, of His regenerated family, 
the question is settled: “ye are no more 
strangers y foreigners; ’’.^but fiiembers of the 
“household of ©od :” * “ y^* were sometimes 
dr.-kness; but ye are'noyt light in the Lord: 
walk*as children of the light.” 

Amongst the many forms of scriptural «p- 
2 A 
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pfcal to those who art thus solicitous • j-ust:ei- 
taiii their adoption, the most frequent, il not 
the most forcible is, “ Wliat; know ye not 
that your bodies are (lie temple of ‘lie Holy 
Ghost, who is in you?” “ What agreement 
hath the teiiiple of <Tod with idols V For ye 
are the. temple of the Living God : as God 
hath said, 1 will dwell in them, and walk in 
them, am' 1 will be their God, and they shall 
be my peojile. Wlierefore come out from 
among them,” (the ungodly,) “ and be ye sepa¬ 
rate, and 1 will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall bo my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty; and touch 
not the unclean thing.” 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

I wish to fix ycur‘attention upon this view 
of yourself as a Temple. If is a fascinating, 
as well as a solemo, view of your state iltid 
responsibility. It is a view more easily taken 
anti retained than some others : foiv'although 
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drawn* fconi tlie, ancient .Temple of Jeriisalcfn, 
andfllius associated with many sublime pecii- 
liaritit’s, to which parallels would be difficult 
either to.find or fancy, it is still a simple vi^'w 
of a Christiag^ For, after all that can be said 
or imagined of the Holy, Temjdo; it was but a 
house made with hands, and of earthly materi¬ 
als ; and thus less likely to be madr; “ a habita¬ 
tion of God tljrough the Spirit,” than the human 
frame. Solomon Jclt this, even when the first 

temple was in all the fulness and freshness of 

» 

its architectural glory. “ Will God,” said lie, 
“ in very deed dwell with man upon the earth ? 
Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain Thee! How''niucli less this 
House whyh 1 have bujlt ^ In this cxcla- 

» * ''tv '. . 

Illation of Solcflnon, tlie iifferiority of the 
temple to man, as well a^, to heaven, is both 
iinpliFd and expressed. Or, if Solomrin did 

i . 

not intend to say this, “ a greater than Solo- 
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moil” lias said it agfajn and again.,-, '‘Tims 

i 

saith the high and lofty One that inhaMteth 
Eternity, whoso iiaiue is Holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place : with him also l,hat is of 
a humble and contrite spirit.” Isa. Ivii. 15, 
“Thus saith' the Lo,}tD, The heaven is iny 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. .Where 
is the house that ye build unto me ? And 
where is the place of iny rest ? ^ But to this 
man will 1 look,—even to _,hini that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and treinbleth at iny 
word.” Isa. Ixvi. 1, 2. 

This settles the inferiority of all temples to 
both the human soul and body. They form a 
“ living temple,’* and may be a “ holy temple.” 
in a higher sense thary even the heav,fn of hea¬ 
vens itself. 

Let us not be lyiisl'ed by words, nor Le- 
wilderefl with splendid appearances. Liven 

, t 

voter bodies are more “ fearfully and «jWonder- 
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all sayits, the wonders of the love of ('hrist. 
Epir* iii. 14, 21. VVliat “holy temples unto 
the Lord,” the Apostle desired and expected 

Believers to become I “Christ,” sayS lie, 

• 

“ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” 
“ Christ is in "you, the hope *jf glory.” 
“ Know ye not yours*elves, how that Christ is 
in you ? ” 

It will not do to overlook this often re- 

jleatcd and jiressed Consideration. It occurs 

* 

too fre(|uently and emphatically to be trifled 
withf or evaded. “ Christ is in you,” says 
Paul, “ except ye be reprobates.” This gives 
awful solersmity to the tjuestion, “ Am 1 a 
living Temple, and trying to be a holy Temjile, 
unto the Lord ? ” For^ altltiugh the word 
“ reprobate” ha^ non^ »f tiJ^ ineaning of the 
word “ ]leprobation,”»as that term wa.s used 
in t',ie olden times of the Calvinistic contro- 
.'or.sv, sljll it moans so much tliaf is awful itnd 
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ominous, tlial we do well to lay deeply to 
lieart Paul’s admonition ; “ Examine yrnn- 
selves, whether ye be in the faith : prove your 
own selves; know ye not yourselves, how that 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates,” or 
without any rpal marks of graice ? 

Christ himself throws us as fully upon the 
same question, by his own representations of 
the TEMi’LESiup of his disciples. “ I in them, 
and Thou in me, that th:y may be one in us,'^' 
is the grand point in which his prayers for 
their sanctification meet and terminate. 'John 
xvii. 23. “ If a man love me, he will keep 

my words: and my Father will lowe him, and 
we will come nrto him, and make our abode 

4 

with him.” .lotin xiv. 23. “ The world know- 

elh not the Spirit,>.( Trt.t'n, because it seeth him 
not; but ye know him, for he dwelletli w’jh 
you, and shall be in you.” John xiv. 17.<, 

,\Vlien suc’ii passages aie thus m^i,dtiplicJ., 
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they clOj not (be it ijec^llecteil) mean intu'e 
as a» whole, than is meant by any one of 
them.* Tile design of so many, is not to 
convey lijich an idea of the work or witnc^ss 
of the Holy^ Spirit, as must iiitiniidate or 
perplex us. No, iiidepd: their design is 

t • * 

just tlte very opposite. We, indeed, are very 

ready when such an array ol' texts is be¬ 

fore us, to take alarm ; or to conclude from 
t/ieni, that nothing wc*have experienced, and 

nothing we are ever likely to possess, can 

» 

amount to “the first-fruits of the^Spirit” even. 
Multiplied statements on this subject, seem to 
magnify it bSyond all ordinary piety. This is, 
however, quite a mistake. Tire very fear, sus¬ 
pense, and ^solicitude, whishoyou now feel, lest 
this view of piety* shou^il disfhKtve your piety, 
prove that you arc not* a ^tranger to the in- 
dwellfng of the Holy Ghost. Your heart 
would neither feel the worth, nor fear the wasit 
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<»<’ His gracious iiiflujuu'os, if it liatl fwer ex.- 
perienced any of tlirm. We hotli liav^ tlie 
Spirit, and are in some measure “ aRer the 
Spirit,” if we seriously “ mind the ihipgs of tlie 

Spirit.” We are the temples of the Holy 

’ 0 

Ghost, if we honesljy desire and try to he 
holy temples unto the Lord. 

Is this your aim ? If so, there is nothing in 
all the host of texts which you^have just re¬ 
viewed, to discourage yVni. _^The grand ohjcct 
of each and all of them, is to penetrate your 
whole s)uiit with th(' living conviction, that 
you arc one of God’s consecrated temples; and 
thus must take care, that you neiflicr “ defile” 
nor discredit lh(i'teniplc of God. Now, you (lo 
take some care'! tl,iat<you may not disgrace the 
profession you ndkethat yen may not bring 
any reproach upon religion ; that your life may 
not give the lie to your creed or your l*opc.s. 
M>ll; why not connect all this holy,foai, ahd 
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wiin , ii»M» wut(’Iil’uIiK‘ss,»V'itli llie coiisMloiiiliori, 
tiKil Jou are “ the temple of God ? ’ You con¬ 
nect tlfcm (and very properly) with your name, 
and yoiiii place in^the Church of God; with 

your fond hoye that you hav(! found, oi shall 

• • 

find, mercy of the Lord ; .with your ;^f)od name 

• * 

in your family, and among youi jfriends. All 
tliis is as it should be. I would not detach 
your sense ofjesponsibility, nor your fcgard to 
consistency, from ^ny one of these checks and 
charms upon character. It would, however, 
strengthen and prolong the inflitence of them 
all, to recognise as fully, and realize as con¬ 
stantly, you^templeship, as a Christian. That 
means no more than is meant “by your profes¬ 
sion, your ^jbligations, or’ysur resiionsibility : 
but it defines tflein clearly,'and commends 

t 

as well as enforces tlieu* powerfully. You 
ough?, therefore, to be willing, yea thank/til and 
^tad, to ,?vail yourself of any new consideration 
thi. adds to the power 1)f the old rnosises 
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wliicli regulate your eoiicluct; especially, when, 
as ill this instance, the new motive is as«5crip- 
tural as the old ones. 

But, why do 1 call it new ? The idea Of 
Templeship is as old, and as often repeated in 
Scripture, as the idea of discipleshifj, sonsliip, 
or citizenship. You have just seen that the 
New Testament is full of it. It does not, how¬ 
ever, occur often in religious conversation now. 
It does not seem to have the same place 'or 
power in the mind of Christians, that the other 
ideas possess. But why should it not 'oe as 
familiar and influential as any of them? It is 
not inferior to them in beauty a. point; and 
not so superior.to them in sublimity, as to be 
difficult to co\nprebend, remember, or apply. 
“ I am a living^y.C'empld of Qod, and ought to 
be a holy temple," is as,soon and as easily s^id, 
as, “ 1 am a professor of religion, and ought to 
bf consistent.” 

But ! must not a'gue with you, as if it .tyre 



fll Ills'll \\S IKII.Y TEMPI,I.S. 'll ! 

(^itionai io you, to lulialt^or decline llic use nil 
tills ijily considenitioii. You arc not at liberty 
to overlook it for aiiotliei day, even if you 
have doiR; Jiretty mell without thinking of Jt 
hitherto. It most likely, the very motive 
which you now want, in <rrder to* keep up the 
t^ifluenee of your old motives, ^ii Ibllowiug 
holiness. For, liave they all their original 
uower over yo*i f Does your .sense of respon¬ 
sibility as a convict, as a disciple, as a pos- 
.sossor of grace, carry you all the length it did, 
when you first took “ the vows t|f God” upon 
you ? If not—you may backslide until you 

break down altogether on the narrow way, un- 

* 

less you get hold, at this critical nick of linu', 
upon the willying and inspitiiia' consideration 
of your templeship. 

I L.!ow that tlu* word ivaulf is new : but you 
kuo\v*that tlie idea is as old as^your Bifcle. I 
have not,®(.‘()mcd the woifl for (1 m‘ sak(‘ of iTo- 

2 K 
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K'lty, or of s]nj^ulaii<y»; but iti ordei' I'o aircM 

attoiitiod to “ tlic mind ol' Cdirist,” as tb«t is 

expressed iii llic “ words wliicli tlie Hoi^ Ghost 

teachetli.” 1 tell you agaii;, therel'oro, that it is 

neither wise nor safe to cxclndc, this scriptural 

view of yon: obligatGii to be holy, or to try to 

do without any longer. It' you are a rojd 

Christian, Gliristianity considers and calls you, 

the temple of God, of Christ, and of the Spirit ; 

and retnonstrates with yoi*, as well as cotn- 

mands you, to consider youiself in this light. 

And mark; !/ou cannot point to, nor conceivi; 

of, any appeal to your princi|)les, oi hojie-s, or 

f 

resjionsibilitios, as a Chri.stian woman, so strik- 

K 

ing in its form and stirring in its spirit as ttiis 
V 

one. Look jit il again. “ What ; know ye 
not that your bodies arc the temples, of the 
Holy Ghost’” ‘“Know yc not that C'hrist is 
in yot'., excent ,ve be reprobates 


THE END. 
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